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sively by THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without
whose permission in writing no performance of it may be given. Roy-
alty must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is
presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is
performed any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty
rates, applications and restrictions may be found at our Web site:
www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be contacted by mail at:
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL
60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S
AGENT THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law
provides authors with a fair return for their creative efforts. Authors
earn their living from the royalties they receive from book sales and
from the performance of their work. Conscientious observance of
copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No al-
terations, deletions or substitutions may be made in the work without
the prior written consent of the publisher. No part of this work may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopy, recording, videotape, film, or any
information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writ-
ing from the publisher. It may not be performed either by profession-
als or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, but
not limited to, the professional, motion picture, radio, television, vid-
eotape, foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and
reading, are reserved. In all programs this notice must appear:

Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in
this play which are in copyright, the permission of the copyright
owners must be obtained or other songs and recordings in the pub-
lic domain substituted.

©MMV by
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING
Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved
(35 IN 10)

ISBN: 1-58342-283-8

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



DUMBO
(Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass)

By
Wanda Strukus

© 1997 by Wanda Strukus

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



DUMBO (Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Over-
pass) was first produced in 1997 at Actors and Play-
wrights Initiative Theater in Kalamazoo, Mich. It was a
winner in the “Off-1-94” festival, under the co-sponsorship
of Actors and Playwrights Initiative of Kalamazoo and the
Chicago Alliance for Playwrights. The play was directed
by Sandra Lupien, and featured James Moles and Derek
Potts.

CHARACTERS

JOEY B.: 30s. Gangster and family man. Semi-polished.
EDDIE: 30s. Gangster. More-than-a-little roughed up.

SETTING: Manhattan Bridge. Brooklyn side.

TIME: The present. Dawn.
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DUMBO
(Down Under the Manhattan Bridge Overpass)

AT THE CURTAIN: JOEY, in a dark suit and tie, stands,
leaning against a railing. Sound of a car driving up, a
door opening, and a body hitting the ground with an
audible thump and groan. The door slams and the car
drives away. EDDIE enters stumbling, his hands cuffed
behind his back. He falls. JOEY watches. After some
difficulty, EDDIE rolls over and sees JOLEY.

EDDIE. Hey.

JOEY. Hey.

EDDIE (pause). A little chilly out here.

JOEY. You cold?

EDDIE. Naw, I'm fine. Comfortable. A little nip in
the air, that’s all. A little edge.

JOEY. Feels pretty good.

EDDIE. Hell, yes. Fall. (He sniffs.) Mmmm. (Pause.)
How’s things?

JOEY. Oh. You know.

EDDIE Sure.

JOEY. How’s things with you?

EDDIE. Never better. (JOEY takes out his gun.) How’s
your mother?

JOEY. Same. And yours?

EDDIE. Good. Real good.

JOEY. Good.

EDDIE. Gonna be a nice day.
(JOEY clicks off the safety.)
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JOEY. You never know.

EDDIE (pause). You got a cigarette?

JOEY. Naw. I quit.

EDDIE. No.

JOEY. Yeah. Angela said I quit or she goes.

EDDIE. Where’s she gonna go?

JOEY. Hey! Angie’s a good-lookin’ woman.

EDDIE. She’s got rotten teeth, Joey.

JOEY. She got ’em fixed. And she did something to her
hair. 1 don’t know. She said they wrap it up in tinfoil.
Cost me close to a hundred bucks. But she looks good.

EDDIE. You got a picture?

JOEY. Yeah, lemme pull out the photo album. Wanna see
the videos? | got ’em in the trunk. Take a minute to set
it up.

EDDIE. Evidence, Joey. All | been hearing the last five
years is how you nearly killed your ma marrying some
skinny, rotten-mouthed Swede and nothing but an ugly
kid to show for it.

JOEY. She ain’t a Swede.

EDDIE. Polock. Lemme see the picture. (Pause.) What? |
know you got one. (Pause.) 1I’d feel better if 1 knew
you weren’t doing that shit to your mother.

(JOEY lowers his gun to take out the picture.)

JOEY. Angie and Joe Jr.

EDDIE (whistles). Very nice. You go to one of those
glamour studios?

JOEY. Naw. Took the kid down to Sears.

EDDIE. They do a good job.

JOEY. Very reasonable.

EDDIE. Well, they got high volume.
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