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The Conference of the Birds - Drama. Stage version by 
Peter Brook and Jean-Claude Carriere. Based on the poem 
by Farid ud-Din Attar. Cast: 7m., 6w, with doubling, can be
expanded. As the Times critic describes it, “The play itself is 
a flying carpet, gliding us aloft into a land of mystery, splen-
dor and ritual. A nation of birds is in crisis, and urged on by
one of their flock, the Hoopoe, they chart a path to find their 
king.” There are moments of farce and despair as they at-
tempt to cross the seven valleys with their disturbing riddles. 
Some die, some drop out, while others continue their quest. 
At last, the survivors come into the presence of the Great One 
where the secret is discovered—that they, themselves are the
embodiment of the divine. Bare stage w/props. Code: C55.

“The most exciting and provoking event of the theatre season... 
brilliant work that challenges most of our ideas of what theatre 
is, ought to be and can do. This exquisite piece represents the 

perfection of Brook’s work.” —Jack Kroll, Newsweek

“This is the supreme theatrical event of the season.
The play itself is a flying carpet, gliding us aloft into 

a land of mystery, splendor and ritual. A nation of 
birds is in crisis, and urged on by one of their flock, 

the Hoopoe, they chart a path to find their king.”
—Mel Gussow, New York Times
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu sively
by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY with out whose per mis sion
in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must be paid ev ery
time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for profit and whether 
or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any time it is acted be fore
an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and re stric tions may be found 
at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be con tacted by
mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St.,
Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S AGENT 
THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COP IES. This law pro vides au thors
with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn their liv ing from the
roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the per for mance of their
work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is not only eth i cal, it en -
cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work. This work is fully pro tected 
by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or sub sti tu tions may be made in the
work with out the prior writ ten con sent of the pub lisher. No part of this work
may be re pro duced or trans mit ted in any form or by any means, elec tronic or 
me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma -
tion stor age and re trieval sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the
pub lisher. It may not be per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with -
out pay ment of roy alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes -
sional, mo tion pic ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, 
rec i ta tion, lec tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are reserved.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers must 
be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main sub sti -
tuted.
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In 1972, the group un der took its most am bi tious

pro ject — a trip to Af rica. Brook and his troupe

were to travel through five Af ri can coun tries,

play ing in vil lages that had never seen a the at ri cal 

per for mance. The 8,5000-mile jour ney, which was 

to last one hun dred days, be gan in the Sa hara

Desert and moved to the re mot est towns of West

Af rica. They trav eled in land rov ers with elec tri cal 

equip ment, food and wa ter sup plies, cook ing uten -

sils, small bag gage, sleep ing bags, cor ru gated

boxes, knap sacks, tents, cloth ing, blan kets and

bam boo sticks.

They also took with them one long piece, The

Con fer ence of the Birds, which they had been

work ing on in Paris. Con fer ence, by the twelfth-

 cen tury Per sian poet Farid ud-Din At tar, has a

sim ple story: a flock of birds un der take a search

for God. In the course of the jour ney, the birds be -

come dis cour aged, but the leader con vinces them

to re main firm. In the end, a few sur vive only to

dis cover that they them selves are the em bodi ment

of the Di vine.

Brook’s group played Con fer ence in all kinds of

en vi ron ments, im pro vis ing as they went along:

no fixed the at ri cal text ex isted. By that time,

the piece had be come a sym bol of com mit ment,
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