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NOTES ON CHARACTERS 
AND COSTUMES 

All in modern costume according to ch a r a c t  e r .  
None is extremely high- styled. 

THE JUDGE: Ogden Wills is about fifty years old; 
stern but fair. Wears Judge's robe. 

JEFFREY YORK: T h e  Prosecutor is forty-five, 
forceful and sure. 

MICHAEL BURNS: The Defense attorney is twenty­
seven. He is well dressed, less experi­
enced but capable. 

ROBERT LINOON: The defendant is nineteen years 
of age. He is dressed as a typical college 
student. He is hostile, doesn't trust many 
people. 

MAYME EVANS: Mrs. Evans is forty-five, highly 
nervous. She wears a suit. 

DWIGHT CALSTED: The witness is twenty- six, 
likable. He is casually dressed. 

SOPHIA GOLDEN: The landlady is fifty- five, con­
servative; a bit "snoopy, " i n c  1 i n  e d to 
offer her opinions. She wears a summer 
dress. 

BAILIFF: He is middle-aged, wears a dark suit. 
WILLIAM JORDAN: He is about forty. He wears 

police uniform. 
JOHN (or JOAN) RILEY: The Professor of Psychol­

ogy is in his [her] mid- thirties, and is 
sympathetic to Robert. He [she] dresses 
well. 

COURT REPORTER: She is young, d r e s s e d  for 
business office, quietly efficient. 
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STAGE CHART 

Witness 
Chair 

Defense Attorney' s 
Table 

Judge's 
Bench 

PROPERTIES 

Chair 
Table 

State Attorney's 
Table 

GENERAL: A typical courtroom with law books, 
Bible, pictures, flag, etc. Judge's Bench, 
witne,ss chair, court reporter's chair and 
table, tables and chairs for defense and 
prosecuting attorneys. 

YORK: Knife, letter. 

JUOOE: Gavel. 

© Dramatic Publishing



© Dramatic Publishing



© Dramatic Publishing



© Dramatic Publishing



THE CHARGE IS MURDER Page 7 

University session, this man of violent 
temper stabbed her to death. The defense 
will try to gain your sympathy by attract­
ing your attention to the youth of this 
criminal- - barely nineteen. He' 11 point out 
that the defendant has no family and is alone 
in the world. But I say if he is old enough 
to commit this crime, he's old enough to 
go to prison for it. There are many people 
alone in the world, but they do not take out 
their frustrations on innocent people; they 
do not carry death-dealing knives; they do 
not commit murder! Thus neither this 
trial nor any opening statement need take 
long. I shall call only three witnesses to 
the stand. These three will show without a 
question that the defendant is guilty of 
murder in the first degree. Thank you. 
(He sits at the prosecutor's table.) 

JUDGE (to BURNS). You may present your case. 
BURNS (rising and facing the jury). Ladies and 

gentlemen of the jury, the State's Attorney 
is breaking the first law of justice. A 
person is always innocent until proved 
guilty. The State's Attorney is declaring my 
client guilty without even a trial. 

Now we are going to admit several things. 
We admit my client has a quick temper. We 
admit that he sometimes acts first and 
thinks afterwards. We admit that he has 
been known to assault other individuals. 
But, ladies and gentlemen, who of us is 
without fault? Some of us may be over­
proud. llies this mean we would break the 
law to enhance our ego? Others of us may 
have a desire for wealth. llies this mean 
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