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CLUB MOJITO

CHARACTER

WILL . a dacker who has dropped out and lives on the roof

GRETCHEN . an over-achiever whose high-pressure family
has driven her to succeed

DAVE ........... a self-styled rebel, a gifted musician,

the leader of a band
BOBBY ....... Dave's best friend who plays in the band
JENNY . ..... the singer in the band and Dave's girlfriend

MITCH . ... paralyzed by indecision, he holds the all-time
school record for switching majors

KELLY. ... aflirt who is Mitch’'s girlfriend and absolutely
faithful to him whenever he is present

SARAH .. ... a serious, introverted student who is quietly
determined to make a difference in the world

THE PIZZA GUY
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SETTING

The play takes place on the roof of an apartment building
near a college campus. This is where the group of students
who live in the apartment building hang out.

TIME

It's spring of senior year. There are three scenes:
1. The afternoon before graduation
2. That night
3. Early the following morning
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CLUB MQOJITO

SCENE ONE

(IN DARKNESS we hear the clock in the campus bell
tower chiming twelve noon.

LIGHTS UP on the roof of an off-campus apartment
house. The roof has the feeling of a makeshift low-rent
resort with a bar, a refrigerator, a barbecue and some
plants. There' s a ramshackle sofa and some lawn chairs.

Entrances and exits are made through a window leading
into the apartment building.

There’s movement from a sleeping bag on the sofa.
MITCH enters, on edge.)

MITCH. Will? Willie? Are you awake? Huh? | can come
back later. But | really kind of need to talk. If you're
awake. Are you? Awake? (Pause.) Okay, I'll come back.
No problem. (Beat.) Any idea when you’'ll be fully
awake? Ballpark? So | can plan accordingly?
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8 CLUB MOJITO

(A head appears from out of the sleeping bag. WILL. He
stares at MITCH.)

WILL (sleepily). | was having a dream about this beautiful
girl who was wearing a cap and gown...but she didn’'t
have anything on under the gown...and | was just find-
ing that out when | open my eyes...and there's...Mitch.
(WILL gets up, pulls on jeans and goes over to fire up
the barbecue.)

MITCH. Great, you're up. Perfect timing! Listen, we grad-
uate tomorrow and my future is really...cloudy. All I've
ever done is go to school, and now it’'s over and I’m not
prepared to do anything. Boy, you are really smart not to
graduate, Will, you don’t have to worry about having a
future. And what about Kelly? | love her. At least |
think | do. | mean | told her | do. But now that school’s
over am | supposed to marry her? | wasn't planning to
get married till | figure stuff out and that could take
many many decades.

(WILL gets hotdogs from the refrigerator and tosses
them on the barbecue.)

WILL. Have you had breakfast, Mitch?

MITCH. Yeah, but that was a long time ago.

WILL. Do you want a hotdog or two?

MITCH. Yes. No. Maybe just one. If it's no trouble.

WILL. Can | tell you something, Mitch?

MITCH. Sure, anything. You're the smartest drop-out |
know.

WILL. Wow, high praise indeed. Look, the stuff you're
worried about, like getting a job and getting married?
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CLUB MOJITO 9

MITCH. Yeah?

WILL. It doesn’'t matter.

MITCH. No?

WILL. It's all the same whatever you do. Then you die.

MITCH. Realy? Huh. That's either very comforting or
very depressing. | can’t decide which.

WILL. That’s the problem. Y ou can’t decide anything.

MITCH. | know, | know! Do you redlize | hold the al-time
school record for switching majors? Since freshman year
I’ ve been a doctor, a lawyer, an anthropologist, a classi-
cist, a botanist, a Medieval scholar. | was even in
Women's Studies. And | came here as a lacrosse player.

WILL. Mustard?

MITCH. Don’'t ask me anything, Will, | mean it! I’'m under
alot of stressand | can’'t decide!

(DAVE shows up, wired.)

DAVE. What's up, losers?

WILL. Look at Dave. Dave looks terrible, doesn’'t he?

MITCH. It's true, Dave, and you're a pretty handsome guy.
| say that in atotally heterosexua way.

DAVE. Like that even matters? You know what matters? |
finished my Art History paper. It took an entire case of
Red Bull but the magic happened. | read it through
around five A.M. and it was so ridiculously good |
started screaming.

WILL. Is that what that was? | amost called 911.

DAVE. It covers the entire history of art history from cave
drawings right up until Tuesday.

WILL. That sounds very comprehensive.
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10 CLUB MOJITO

MITCH. | can't believe you're going to graduate after basi-
cally blowing off senior year.

DAVE. I've got a secret method. If you study every night
then you forget half the stuff by the final. The key isto
pull a couple of extreme all-nighters and jam that knowl-
edge into your head so hard it can't ever get out. Ask
me anything about art history. Come on, anything!

WILL. Define “chiarascuro” and provide pertinent exam-
ples.

DAVE. Why don’t you kiss my pertinent ass? Ask me any-
thing else!

MITCH. What was Vincent van Gogh’s brother’ s name?

DAVE. Piece of cake. (Thinks.) Teddy.

WILL. Teddy van Gogh? Didn’t he play third base for the
Cleveland Indians?

MITCH. Try Theo.

DAVE. That'swhat | said! Theo! My man Theo van Gogh!

(JENNY enters with donuts.)

JENNY'. Dave, you're up.

DAVE. | never went to sleep, babe. | totaly finished col-
lege last night.

JENNY. Excellent. The nation salutes you. Who wants a
donut?

WILL. That would go great with my hotdog. Donuts and
hotdogs, those are the two most important food groups.
Hey, do you guys want hotdogs?

JENNY. Are you kidding me? Do you know what's in
hotdogs?

MITCH. Could you please not tell me till I'm finished?
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CLUB MOJITO 11

DAVE. It's just like glorified road kill. They scrape these
splattered bloody animals off the highway and roll 'em
into tubes. Sometimes they don’t get mashed up enough
in the factory and that’s when you bite into like a rat’s
ear or some kind of random squishy intestinal stuff.

MITCH. Thanks, Dave. I'm done.

JENNY . Dave, have you seen Bobby?

DAVE. Nah, he was supposed to come back last night.

WILL. Where did he go?

JENNY. He drove out to the shore to try to line up some
gigs for our band this summer.

MITCH. Are you guys worried about him?

DAVE. Bobby’'s never been anywhere on time his whole
life.

(GRETCHEN shows up, anxious.)

WILL. Whoa. A very special roof appearance by Gretchen.

GRETCHEN. I'm just here to relax for a few minutes,
okay? Isn’t thisa nice day? | think it's a nice day...

WILL. What's wrong? Y ou seem...

GRETCHEN. What? What do | seem?

DAVE. You seem kind of tense, Gretchen. More than
usual.

MITCH. And you're usually pretty tense.

GRETCHEN. No, I'm not! Am 1?

DAVE. You're the third tensest person | know. My dad is
numbers one and two.

GRETCHEN. It'sjust...

JENNY. What?
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12 CLUB MOJITO

GRETCHEN. | just talked to my philosophy professor.
Langley. He's grading my fina paper right now. And |
have to get an A.

MITCH. Why do you have to get an A? School’s over.

GRETCHEN. | did the numbers. If | get an A on this paper
then I’'m the valedictorian.

DAVE. | guess we should have listened al those times
when Gretchen told us how smart she is.

GRETCHEN. The number two guy aready has his final
G.P.A. If | get lessthan an A then he beats me.

DAVE. How would you even know this, Gretchen? | mean
| have no idea what my class ranking is—

JENNY. That’s probably a good thing, Dave.

DAVE. You mean I'm not a mgjor threat to Gretchen?

MITCH. So who's this number two guy?

GRETCHEN. Alex something. Kornwicky, | think.

MITCH. Alex Kornwicky? Never heard of him.

GRETCHEN. Nobody has. He must be some kind of
freaky egg-head nerd who spent the last four years in the
library.

WILL. I think you'll get an A, Gretchen.

GRETCHEN. Y ou think so, Will?

WILL. Yeah, | redly do.

(A look between them.)

GRETCHEN. | sure hope you're right. If I’'m valedictorian
then my parents are going to send me to Italy this sum-
mer. Then law school in the fall...

MITCH. | can’'t believe you know what you're going to do
for the next three years. | would love that. | would love
to know what I’'ll be doing Monday.
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CLUB MOJTO 13

(BOBBY shows up.)

BOBBY. What' s happening, boys and girls?

JENNY. Bobby, you idiot, where have you been?

BOBBY. Are there any more hotdogs, Will?

WILL. | hope so. | bought seven hundred at the beginning
of the semester.

DAVE. You're many things to many people, Will, but to
me you're a smart shopper.

WILL. Thanks, Dave. That means a lot.

BOBBY. | am so famished. | haven't eaten in amost half
an hour.

JENNY. So what happened at the shore?

BOBBY. Greatest day of my lifel | went to the batting
cage and set it on super-fast and you know what? | was
so good it scared me. People stopped to cheer, some just
gazed in silent awe. Little kids asked for my autograph.
If everything else bombs out I'm going to play major
league baseball.

DAVE. It's great to have a fallback position, isn't it?

MITCH. When was the last time you actually played base-
ball, Bobby?

BOBBY. Middle school. | hit .538 with 17 RBIs, and that
was against ninth-grade pitching. You can't tell me the
major leagues will be any tougher than that.

JENNY. Will you shut up and talk to me, Bobby?

BOBBY. Okay...I" ve been putting this off...

JENNY'. Yeah, we kind of noticed.

BOBBY. I'm afraid | have some bad news.

JENNY. Oh, no. | don't even want to hear this.

DAVE. They hated our stuff. | knew it.
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14 CLUB MOJITO

BOBBY. I'm sorry to say, the three of us don’t have a free
night until Labor Day.

JENNY. What are you saying?

BOBBY. This guy Nick at the Surf Side Cafe wants us to
be the house band. Four sets a night, the money’s okay,
not great...

JENNY. Are you serious? | can't believe this! Can you be-
lieve this, Dave?

DAVE. Thisisamazing. Thisis not what | expected at all.

JENNY. What did he actually say?

BOBBY. He thinks our stuff is really polished. His daugh-
ter saw us last fall at that outdoor thing and she's been
pushing us and basically we're in.

JENNY. This is so good. This is happening so fast. We
have to find an apartment.

BOBBY. Done.

JENNY. What do you mean?

BOBBY. Summer rentals are tough so Nick set me up with
his friend Ronnie who has this house, | mean a total
house right on the boardwalk. We have to give him a
deposit right away and it’s ours.

DAVE. You are the man, Bobby. | don’'t know why every-
one says you're ajerk and a loser and a crybaby.

MITCH. | am so jealous. You guys practically have your
whole life planned.

BOBBY . Oh, Mitch, sorry about, you know...

MITCH. What?

BOBBY. You and... (Off the others staring at him.) Noth-
ing.

MITCH. What? What's going on? You have to tell me,
Bobby.

BOBBY. | thought you and Kelly broke up.
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CLUB MOJITO 15

MITCH. Why would you think that?

BOBBY. | saw her with that British guy Trevor.

MITCH. That old guy?

JENNY . H€'s not that old.

MITCH. He's at least 27. He graduated years ago and he
just hangs around campus in that stupid cape.

DAVE. And he's not even British. | happen to know he's
from Montclair, New Jersey.

MITCH. Where did he get that British accent?

WILL. Somebody must have sent him a postcard from
London and the accent stuck.

MITCH. Man, | hate that guy. Where did you see them,
Bobby?

BOBBY. They were on a bench. Kind of ...enmeshed.

MITCH. Kelly and Trevor were enmeshed on a bench?

GRETCHEN. | told you we should have done that inter-
vention with Kelly.

JENNY . | just thought she’d come to her senses.

MITCH. So everybody knew? And nobody told me? And
here | am, worrying if | should marry her.

BOBBY. It's none of my business but I'd hold off on the
wedding.

DAVE. At least till she breaks up with Trevor.

BOBBY. You need to set limits in a healthy marriage.

DAVE. Like keeping fake British boyfriends to a mini-
mum.

BOBBY. That's a good rule, Dave. I'm going to write it
down for the future.

(MITCH starts inside.)

WILL. Where are you going, Mitch?
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16 CLUB MOJITO

MITCH. | don't know! (He leaves.)

WILL. He never knows where he's going.

JENNY'. Nice job, bringing it up, Bobby.

BOBBY. He wasn't mad at me. He was mad at al you
cowards for keeping it a secret.

DAVE. Ancther ten, fifteen years he'll see it’s al for the
best.

(BOBBY goes over to DAVE and JENNY.)

BOBBY. So how about you guys write me checks for the
deposit and I'll overnight it to Ronnie.

DAVE. Fine. Even though you still owe me for Wrestle-
mania.

BOBBY. You're charging me for Wrestlemania? Then pay
up for dinner last week.

DAVE. It was my birthday! | thought it was your treat.

BOBBY. Why would it be my treat? You never treat me
on my birthday!

DAVE. Your birthday isin August. I'm never around.

BOBBY. When are you going to pay off your Super Bowl
bet?

DAVE. It was three million dollars. It was a joke bet!

BOBBY. It wasn't a joke to me. I'm counting on that three
million, so pay up, you deadbeat |oser!

DAVE. Do you have any idea how many people hate you,
Bobby? I’m just one of them.

BOBBY. Really? Well how would you like to get your big
fat face grilled to a crisp, huh?

(BOBBY grabs DAVE and drags him toward the barbe-
cue. DAVE screams. GRETCHEN screams.)
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