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Comedy. By Eddie Zipperer. Cast: 13m., 8w., 3 either gender. 
May be doubled to as few as 3m., 2w., 3 either gender. Atlas, 
arguing monkeys, a real estate angel, Sherlock Holmes, and 
even a golfing God show up in this surreal collection of 
short comedies. Weight of the World: Atlas discovers the 
world may not need as much help as he thought. The Ba-
nana Trial: JoJo and Millie, two laboratory orangutans, at-
tempt to solve a problem in hopes of receiving a banana. 
Wine, Candles & Anthrax: Drew is uncomfortable having 
to go to his unstable ex-girlfriend’s house to retrieve his 
iPod, and he realizes he was right to be afraid when an 
anthrax scare causes the two to be trapped in quarantine 
together. Heroes of Literature & the Caveman: In hopes of 
impressing Joanne, Barry, a literary snob, throws a party 
where everyone must be in character as a character from 
literature. Veronica’s Test of Worthiness: Billy tries to cut 
his girlfriend loose by introducing her to his dysfunctional 
family. Credit Check: While a married couple checks out 
real estate in the afterlife, they argue over whether or not 
death is the right time to part. Simple sets. Approximate 
running time: 60 minutes. Code: CN2.
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu sively
by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY with out whose per mis sion
in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must be paid ev ery
time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for profit and whether 
or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any time it is acted be fore
an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and re stric tions may be found 
at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be con tacted by
mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St.,
Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S AGENT 
THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COP IES. This law pro vides au thors
with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn their liv ing from the
roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the per for mance of their
work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is not only eth i cal, it en -
cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work. This work is fully pro tected 
by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or sub sti tu tions may be made in the
work with out the prior writ ten con sent of the pub lisher. No part of this work
may be re pro duced or trans mit ted in any form or by any means, elec tronic or 
me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma -
tion stor age and re trieval sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the
pub lisher. It may not be per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with -
out pay ment of roy alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes -
sional, mo tion pic ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, 
rec i ta tion, lec tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers must 
be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main sub sti -
tuted.

©MMXII by
EDDIE ZIPPERER

Printed in the United States of Amer ica
All Rights Re served
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all pro -
grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in all in -
stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing,
pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion. The name
of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name
ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not
less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal in for ma -
tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may be used in all pro grams.
In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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Weight of the World

Weight of the World was pro duced at The ArtsCenter in
Carrboro, N.C., by the fol low ing art ists in 2011:

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Syl via Mallory
At las . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geraud Staton
Athena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ros Schwartz
Zeus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Matt Gar ner

The show was pro duced at the Se cret Rose Thea tre in
North Hol ly wood, Ca lif., by the fol low ing art ists in 2011:

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ayman Samman
At las . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Josh Polizzi
Athena . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bati Parnass
Zeus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pe ter Nikkos
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Weight of the World

CHAR AC TERS:

AT LAS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a large man car ry ing the world
ATHENA . . . . . god dess of wis dom. Looks like a li brar ian
ZEUS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . king of the gods

SCENE: An empty stage.
TIME: When ever.

SET TING: A bare stage with a large pile of books.

AT RISE: AT LAS is on stage. On his shoul ders, he holds a
gi ant globe. The big ger the better. He looks like he
could crum ple un der its weight, but he does n’t. He’s
still for a mo ment, and then he be gins to scrunch his
face. He does this for a few sec onds, then…

ATLAS. Nose itch! NOSE ITCH!

(ATHENA en ters. She wears glasses and is car ry ing a
book. She looks like a li brar ian. A brainy lady.)

AT LAS (cont’d). Thank Zeus you’re here!
ATHENA. What is it?
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AT LAS. Itchy nose. (She scratches it.) Thank you.
ATHENA. Of course.
ATLAS. When ever I need an other soul, it’s al ways you

that ap pears.
ATHENA. How are your knees?
ATLAS. Still kill ing me.
ATHENA. And your back?
ATLAS. Not good.
ATHENA. Be fore I read to you to day, should I get a heat -

ing pad?
AT LAS. No. A lesser man might need a heat ing pad. But

me, I’m of an other breed. Some men aren’t meant for a
great des tiny, but look at these mus cles. (She looks at
his arms and nods.) And my leg mus cles too. (She
looks and nods.) Yes, it’s clear that with mus cles like
these—did you see them? I was meant to carry heavier
bur dens than or di nary men.

ATHENA (think ing he’s done). I—
ATLAS. An or di nary man may feel stressed by his mor tal

re spon si bil i ties. He may think, “Wow. I feel like I have
the weight of the world on my shoul ders.” But he does
not know how that feels.

ATHENA. It looks very heavy.
AT LAS. It’s be yond heavy, it’s…very heavy.
ATHENA. Can I see? (She moves like she’s go ing to touch 

the world and test it’s heavi ness.)
AT LAS. No! It is my bur den, and I would n’t dream of

…mak ing you have to… What are you read ing?
ATHENA. Oh, this? This is the most won der ful lit tle book

I found.
AT LAS. What’s it called?
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ATHENA. It’s called The Ap pli ca tion of Quan tum Me -
chan ics and As tro phys ics to In ter stel lar Bod ies. And
it’s sooo good.

AT LAS. I know.
ATHENA. You’ve read it?
AT LAS. A long time ago.
ATHENA. What was your fa vor ite part?
AT LAS. I liked it all equally.
ATHENA. But if you had to pick one.
AT LAS. Well, it’s at the end, and I don’t want to ruin the

end ing for you.
ATHENA. Oh, good point! Hold on! (She turns her at ten -

tion back to the book and be gins read ing the rest of it.
She reads about a page a sec ond. When she has fin -
ished the book, she sighs and clutches it to her chest as
though it were a beau ti ful love story.) Oh my! I can see 
why that was your fa vor ite. Is n’t the uni verse amaz ing!

ATLAS. Sure is.
ATHENA. Ev ery thing seems so ran dom and cha otic, you

know?
AT LAS. To tally. The uni verse is so ran dom and cha otic.
ATHENA. But it’s not! There are all these beau ti ful, sim -

ple sci en tific prin ci ples keep ing ev ery thing in or der.
AT LAS. Yeah I know. I did n’t fin ish. I was go ing to say,

“The uni verse is so ran dom and cha otic, un til you read
that book and learn all those sciency doo dads and what -
not.” Then you’re like, “Hey it’s not ran dom and cha -
otic.” Right?

ATHENA. Ex actly. So do you think it’s pos si ble?
AT LAS. What?
ATHENA. For pho tons to be quantized, silly? Like it says

at the end of the book.
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AT LAS. To tally.
ATHENA. But how?
AT LAS. Well, it’s pretty com pli cated. I’m not sure you’d

be able to fol low. Pho tons are like…you said pho tons,
right.

ATHENA. Yes.
AT LAS. Pho tons are like…

(ZEUS en ters.)

AT LAS (cont’d). Holy Deus ex ma china, Zeus is here!
ZEUS. At las? What are you still do ing here? I told you—
AT LAS. Zeus! Just the god I was want ing to speak to.

Could you ex cuse us for a few min utes, Athena?
ATHENA. Of course. Just let me grab a new book. (She

puts her quan tum me chan ics book back on the stack
and then joy fully searches for an other. She finds one
that ex cites her.) Ad vanced Concepts in Dis crete Math -
e mat ics! How have I not read this yet? (She ex its read -
ing the book. She’s through about ten pages of it by the 
time she’s made it across the stage.)

ATHENA (laugh ing). That’s com plex ity class N-P for you. 
(She ex its.)

ZEUS. What are you still do ing here? I told you, you can
go.

AT LAS. Ex plain it to me one more time.
ZEUS. Okay, but this is the last time.
AT LAS. I just want to be sure I un der stand.
ZEUS. You may not be ca pa ble of un der stand ing.
AT LAS. Please. Have you seen my mus cles?
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(ZEUS pulls out a flip chart full of ex tremely sim plis tic
il lus tra tions. He flips through it as he ex plains.)

ZEUS. Right. Well, on Earth, we have what’s called grav -
ity which is caused by the spin ning of the Earth.

AT LAS. It’s not spin ning.
ZEUS. It is, but so slowly you don’t no tice.
AT LAS. Are you cer tain?
ZEUS. A hun dred per cent.
AT LAS. That ex plains the rash on my back.
ZEUS. Grav ity forces ev ery thing to ward the ground. You

drop some thing it goes straight down.
AT LAS. So that’s why I’m given this stren u ous des tiny.

Oh heavy bur den!
ZEUS. But we’re not on Earth.
AT LAS. Ex actly. Be cause if we were, there would be no

one hold ing it up, and the whole thing would drop into
the un der world and we’d all be dead. With out me, there 
can be no life.

ZEUS. No, we’re not on Earth. Which means there’s no
grav ity caused by the Earth spin ning. Which means if
you move—

AT LAS. We’re all dead.
ZEUS. No.
AT LAS. We’ll crash right into the sun.
ZEUS. No! It’ll just float there.
AT LAS. This is a test. You’re test ing my per se ver ance.

Don’t worry. These mus cles shall never let go of their
bur den!

ZEUS. It’s not a test and it’s not a bur den. Just step away.
AT LAS. I mustn’t.
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ZEUS. Okay. (ZEUS walks be hind him.) I sup pose you  
know what you’re— (ZEUS shocks him with his staff.) 

AT LAS. Ow. (He jumps away and puts both hands on his 
butt.) That re ally— (AT LAS looks at the Earth. Float ing 
there on its own. He walks all the way around it. He’s 
mys ti fied.) It’s…a mir a cle. 

ZEUS. No it’s not. 
AT LAS. It’s like I held it with such strength that even if I 

step away for a mo ment…my…re sid ual strength… 
seems to…keep it in the air. Could it be pos si ble? 

ZEUS. No. But the grav ity thing I ex plained to you four 
times is more than pos si ble. It’s in dis put able law. 

(AT LAS quickly re takes his place un der neath the 
world.) 

ZEUS (cont’d). What are you do ing? 
AT LAS. You did n’t see it sort of tee ter? 
ZEUS. No. 
AT LAS. It was about to fall. 
ZEUS. No it was n’t. 
AT LAS. We have to face the truth. I’m all that stands be - 

tween the Earth and cer tain doom. 
ZEUS. At las. I know you know. I saw you let go twice 

yes ter day. 
AT LAS. If I’m not re ally hold ing this up how do you ex - 

plain the pain in my knees? Oh the pain! It’s like they 
may give out at any mo ment, but I must n’t al low that. 

ZEUS. I know this has been your whole life… 
AT LAS. It’s like there are por cu pines in my knees! 
ZEUS. …and now you feel like you have no pur pose… 
AT LAS. Gi ant mu tant por cu pines! 
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