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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the musical must give credit to the au thor and com poser
of the musical in all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for -
mances of the mu si cal and in all in stances in which the ti tle of the
musical ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex -
ploit ing the musical and/or a pro duc tion. The names of the au thor and
composer must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name
ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type
not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal
in for ma tion on the au thor and composer, if in cluded in the playbook,
may be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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The first pro fes sional pro duc tion of U:Bug:Me! was at the Co te -
rie Thea tre in Kan sas City, Mis souri, 2009. Jeff Church, pro duc -
ing ar tis tic di rec tor; Joette Pelster, ex ec u tive di rec tor.

The Com pany

Keno . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brodie Rush
Esteban . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shea Coffman
Pico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . KC Comeaux
Isabelle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Katie Karel
Packo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keenan Ramos
Eddie/Syl via/Ma dame Sonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennie Greenberry
Tavo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fran cisco Javier Villegas
Ol ive . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Areli Gil

The An thill Jam Band

Keno on Elec tric Gui tar/Man do lin . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brodie Rush
Slim on Acous tic Gui tar. . . . . . . . . . . . . Mat thew Jayson Weiss
Jim on Bass Gui tar. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evan White
Tim on Drums . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam Wisman

Ar tis tic and Pro duc tion Com pany

Di rec tor/Cho re og ra pher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ernie Nolan
Mu sic Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jer e miah Clay Neal
Set De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . PJ Barnett
Cos tume De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Megan Turek
Light De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jarrett Bertoncin
Sound De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Da vid Kiehl
Prop er ties. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Megee
Pro duc tion Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . Amy M. Abels Owens
Tech ni cal Di rec tor/Mas ter Car pen ter. . . . . . . . Scott Hobart
Sce nic Painter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tabitha Pease
Pro duc tion Assitant/House Man ager. . . . . . Meagan Melloy
Deck Hand, Spot light Op er a tor, In tern . . . . . . Ra chel Leyh
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CHAR AC TERS:

KENO. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a cen ti pede
PICO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a fly
ISABELLE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a cat er pil lar
ESTEBAN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . an ear wig
PACKO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a horse fly
TAVO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a cock roach
OL IVE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a cock roach
EDDIE/SPI DER/MA DAME SONIA. . . . . . . . . . . a worm/

spi der/queen bee

Note: For larger casts, more roles may be added as ex tra
bugs. See notes on fol low ing page.

SET TING: Var i ous lo ca tions in a bug’s life. The set is free 
for cre ative in ter pre ta tion. Col ors and shapes should be
large, to give the il lu sion that the bugs are in fact very
small com pared to their sur round ings.

TIME: The pres ent.
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AU THOR’S NOTES:

Ex pand ing the cast: There are sev eral places in this play that
can have an ex panded cast for a com mu nity or school pro duc -
tion. Keno’s open ing and clos ing nar ra tion can be a sep a rate
char ac ter named Marty the Roly Poly, Packo’s first scene with
Pico can be played by his cro nies Bezzo and Beezy, with the
lines sep a rated ac cord ingly. “The Cock roach Jam” can have lots 
of danc ers/sing ers, and light ning bugs can come out of ev ery -
where dur ing the bal lad. Ad di tion ally, both the cen ti pede and
spi der can be played with mul ti ple ac tors. And the Soil Con test
Fi nale works well with a full stage of ac tors.

Anthill Band: If us ing an ac com pa ni ment CD, the line in “In fes -
ta tion” that cur rently reads, “a great big anthill as our band”
should read “try to keep up now if U can.” The line in “The
Cock roach Jam” that cur rently reads, “U be rockin’ with the
anthill band” should read “just loosen up and lis ten to the
band.”

MU SI CAL NUM BERS:

  1.  In fes ta tion
  2.  Gonna Be Famous
  3.  Fly and a Caterpillar
  4.  U Bug Me
  5.  Bad News, Packo
  6.  The Cock roach Jam
  7.  Gonna Be Fa mous Reprise
  8.  Not Alone
  9.  Cen ti pede Song
10.  The Cock roach Jam Reprise
11.  Gonna Be Fa mous Reprise
12.  New Attitude
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PRESHOW: As the au di ence en ters the thea tre, bugs
should be hang ing out in the room. About ten min utes
be fore the show, the Anthill Jam Band should en ter and
play a few jams. These should be sim ple chord pro gres -
sions cre ated by the mu si cians/mu sic di rec tor that have
a sim i lar style and beat as the songs from the show.
Each jam should be 2-3 min utes long. The bugs should
dance and in cor po rate the au di ence into the mu sic. Af ter 
each jam, all bugs should clap for the band. This will
help train the au di ence to con tinue this rou tine as the
show con tin ues. A preshow an nounce ment (pref er a bly
re corded) works well to scat ter the bugs into their
places for the start of the show.

SCENE 1: A BUG’S LIFE

(Lights up on KENO. He is play ing gui tar, or pre tend ing 
to. He is lost in his mu sic for a mo ment be fore no tic ing
the au di ence.)

KENO. What’s up, ev ery body! It’s time to rock and roll!
My name is Keno, and I’m a centipede, and these are
some of my friends, Slim, Jim and Tim, the Anthill Jam
Band.
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ANTS. What up?!

(MU SIC #1 STARTS: “In fes ta tion.”)

KENO. Wel come to a rock mu si cal that’s all about bugs! I
am pleased to serve as your host for this eve ning’s in fes -
ta tion. Please re mem ber to tip your wa ter bugs and
mealworms as U sit back, re lax, and pre pare to get your
bug on! (Sings.)

WE GOT AN INFESTATION GOING ON
A WHOLE NEW CREW AND A WHOLE NEW SONG
SHOUT IT OUT NOW AND SING ALONG
DO WE BUG U? BUG U!

WE GOT AN INFESTATION ALL AROUND
IN THE YARD, IN THE SKY, THROUGHOUT THE

TOWN
WE GONNA ROCK THIS HOUSE TILL IT ALL FALLS 

DOWN
DO WE BUG U? BUG U!

SOLO.
WE GOT WORMS, GNATS, JUNE BUGS,

DRAGONFLIES
MOTHS AND FLIES WITH A WHOLE LOT OF EYES
WE GOT CATERPILLARS, CENTIPEDES, DRONE

BEES AND 
A GREAT BIG ANTHILL AS OUR BAND

ALL.
WE GOT AN INFESTATION HERE AND THERE
ANTS IN YOUR PANTS, IN YOUR SHIRT, IN YOUR

HAIR

8 U:BUG:ME!
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IF U DON’T LIKE IT WE DO NOT CARE
DO WE BUG U? BUG U!

SOLO.
WE GOT EARWIGS, INCHWORMS, SPIDERS TOO
COCKROACHES THAT SING JUST LIKE U
WE GOT BUGS OF EVERY SORT AND EVERY KIND
WE’RE GONNA PARTY LIKE IT’S NINETEEN

NINETY-NINE

ALL.
WE GOT AN INFESTATION RAISE THE ROOF
WE GONNA SING IT OUT NOW AND HERE’S THE

PROOF
TAKE IT FROM US WE’RE NOT ALOOF
WE GONNA LET IT HANG OUT NOW THAT’S THE

TRUTH
WE GOT AN INFESTATION LIKE IT OR NOT
GONNA BUG U TILL U DROP WITH ALL WE’VE

GOT
INSECTS ARE HERE UNTIL WE ROT
A WHOLE BUNCH OF US IN ONE BIG POT

YEAH!!!!!!

(In stru men tal.)

WE GOT AN INFESTATION THANK THE LORD
DON’T SIT CROSS-LEGGED ACTING BORED
ONE DULL MINUTE WE CAN’T AFFORD
WE WON’T BE SILENT, OR IGNORED
WE GOT AN INFESTATION IN YOUR FACE
NO RAID, NO OFF, IS IN THIS PLACE
INSECTICIDE IS A DISGRACE
DO WE BUG U? BUG U!

U:BUG:ME! 9
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DO WE BUG U? BUG U!
DO WE BUG U? BUG U!
DO WE BUG U? BUG U!

(KENO con tin ues play ing gui tar as the song ends when
ESTEBAN clears his throat.)

ESTEBAN. Eh-hem! I’m try ing to work. 
KENO. What a buzz kill!

(KENO ex its. A buzz ing sound is heard as PICO en ters.)

ESTEBAN. Hey, look who de cided to show up.
PICO. Sorry I’m late. Did I miss any thing?
ESTEBAN. Miss any thing? U missed ev ery thing. Where

were U?
PICO. I got caught up.
ESTEBAN. Yeah? How could U get caught up on such an

im por tant day? Let me guess, U had trou ble wak ing up.
PICO. Ac tu ally, U would n’t be lieve what hap pened. There

was this rain storm, right?
ESTEBAN. Rain storm?
PICO. Yeah. It lasted all morn ing. And U know I can’t fly

in the rain.
ESTEBAN. I did n’t feel a drop.
PICO. U did n’t? That’s funny. It must’ve been the sprin -

kler sys tem then.
ESTEBAN. Sprin kler sys tem?
PICO. U know old lady Marlon al ways wa ters her lawn at

weird times. She has to have the big gest roses on the
block.

ESTEBAN. Sprin kler sys tem?
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PICO. And that’s not all. Packo has been driv ing me crazy. 
He’s the big gest bully that ever bul lied.

ESTEBAN. Sprin kler sys tem?
PICO. I said I’m sorry.
ESTEBAN. I know. It’s just…you’re never here when I

need U, Pico. I thought we were in this to gether. U
know that I can’t fly over to the Dumpsters to col lect all 
the ma te ri als that we need. The Great Crabgrass Fes ti val 
finals are to mor row morn ing, and we have a lot of work
to do.

PICO. All right. So what’s on the agenda this morn ing?
ESTEBAN. Noth ing. Thanks to U. The gar bage man al -

ready came.
PICO. I can go and check the bot tom of the can. There’s

al ways left overs…
ESTEBAN. I al ready had Packo do it.
PICO. U what? U had Packo do it? U know that fly is no

good.
ESTEBAN. Well U were n’t here, were U? I gave him in -

for ma tion about the ma nure pile un der the bike wheel,
and he brought back some cran ber ries for me. I had no
choice.

PICO. Esteban Ro dri guez!
ESTEBAN. Don’t U Esteban Ro dri guez me! You’re the

one who was flut ter ing around with wet wings all morn -
ing.

PICO. I thought we were in this to gether.
ESTEBAN. I thought so too, but U were n’t here, were U?

(Pause.)
PICO. I’m sorry I was late. (Pause.)
ESTEBAN. I’m sorry I had your nem e sis Packo do my

dirty work.

U:BUG:ME! 11

© Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois.



PICO. Prom ise U won’t have him do it any more.
ESTEBAN. Prom ise U won’t be late any more.
PICO. Okay. Deal.
ESTEBAN. Fine. 

(They do a se cret hand shake.)

BOTH. Se cret hand shake, se cret hand shake. 
ESTEBAN. So, do U want to hear what I came up with

this morn ing?
PICO. U know I do!
ESTEBAN. Okay, brace your self. 
PICO. I’m braced.
ESTEBAN. All right, all right, all right. So the by prod ucts

in the cran ber ries di luted the Smith so nian fac tor that was 
keep ing the supersoil from prop erly co ag u lat ing. 

PICO. Uh-huh.
ESTEBAN. So I added a lit tle bouguois, and feng shuei,

and badda bing, badda boom, the pH scale qua dru pled. 
PICO. So what does that mean?
ESTEBAN. It means that this supersoil is go ing to make

plants grow faster than a well-sug ared anthill! It means
that this supersoil will be able to make more food for
ev ery one and ev ery thing! It means that this supersoil is
go ing change the en tire world!

PICO. So do U think we’re gonna win?
ESTEBAN. Win? It’s more than win ning, Pico, it’s go ing

to help mil lions and bil lions of bugs!
PICO. Yeah, but do U think we’re gonna win?
ESTEBAN. We’re gonna squish ’em.
PICO. Which means…

12 U:BUG:ME!
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(MU SIC #2 STARTS: “Gonna Be Fa mous.”)

ESTEBAN. First place.
PICO. Which means…
ESTEBAN. A thirty-grain of sugar gift cer tif i cate to the

hon ey comb…
PICO. Which means…
ESTEBAN. A two-week va ca tion in the roach mo tel un der

the An der son man sion.
PICO. Which means…

PICO & ESTEBAN.
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE ON THE MAP
IN A SNAP
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE KNOWN TO ALL
NEVER SMALL
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS

PICO.
I CAN’T WAIT 
TO SEE ALL THE FACES
WHEN THEY SEE US WALKING BY

ESTEBAN.
THEY’RE GONNA SAY WHO ARE THEY
DON’T U KNOW THAT THEY MADE SUPERSOIL
THAT EARWIG AND THAT FLY

U:BUG:ME! 13
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BOTH.
AND WHEN WE’RE RICH AND COOL
WE’LL WALK THROUGH THE SCHOOL
SEE ALL THE GIRLIES AND WAVE
THEY’RE GONNA BE ASKING US, 
TO ALL THE INFESTATIONS
AND THE QUEEN BEE WILL SAY,

CONGRATULATIONS
ALL U NEED IS SOMEBODY TO BELIEVE IN U
YES, ALL U NEED IS A FRIEND
AND ONCE YOU’VE FOUND THAT SOMEBODY TO

BELIEVE IN U
YOU’LL BE PARTNERS TILL THE END!
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA GET LOTS OF STUFF
JUST ENOUGH
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE GREAT BIG KINGS
ONE WITH WINGS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS

PICO.
HERE WE ARE WITH ESTEBAN RODRIGUEZ
THE MASTERMIND TAKE A BOW

ESTEBAN.
WELL THANKS A BUNCH, BUT I CAN’T TAKE ALL

THE CREDIT
MY PARTNER’S PICO ANYHOW
AND WHEN WE’RE RICH AND COOL
WE’LL WALK THROUGH THE SCHOOL
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JUST FOR KICKS AND GIGGLES
AND THE BEST PART YET
WILL BE HEARING ALL THE OOHS AND AAHS 
FROM PRINCIPAL JACK WIGGLES
ALL U NEED IS SOMEBODY TO BELIEVE IN U
YES, ALL U NEED IS A FRIEND
AND ONCE YOU’VE FOUND THAT SOMEBODY TO

BELIEVE IN U
YOU’LL BE PARTNERS TILL THE END!
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE RICH AND COOL
WE’RE GONNA DROP OUT OF SCHOOL 
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE BIG AND BAD
NEVER SAD
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS
WE’RE GONNA BE FAMOUS.

PICO. You’re a ge nius, Esteban!
ESTEBAN. I know.
PICO. No re ally, U re ally are a ge nius.
ESTEBAN. No re ally. I know.
PICO. So we’re done for right now then?
ESTEBAN. Yeah. But this af ter noon is a dif fer ent story.

It’s the most im por tant co ag u la tion time. We have to
main tain the pH lev els, so what ever U do, don’t be late
this af ter noon!

PICO. Hey, look whom you’re talk ing to here.
ESTEBAN. I know ex actly whom I’m talk ing to, that’s

why I’m say ing this.
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PICO. Have faith, my lit tle ear wig. Have…

(ISABELLE en ters.)

ISABELLE. Hey boys! How’s the sci ence ex per i ment go -
ing?

ESTEBAN. Hey Isabelle.
ISABELLE. I’m look ing for ward to the Great Crabgrass

Fes ti val fi nals to mor row, Esteban. I know U two are go -
ing to do great!

ESTEBAN. We’ll do just fine as long as my silly lit tle
friend here keeps his head on straight.

ISABELLE. He could n’t pos si bly be talk ing about U, could 
he, Pico?

ESTEBAN. He’s got a bad habit of show ing up late. And
when he does come on time, he finds some way to mess
things up and set us back a few hours.

ISABELLE. Aww. Don’t be so hard on him. He’s got like
800 eyes. Just like them, his mind’s al ways go ing in 800 
dif fer ent di rec tions.

PICO. Hi Isabelle.
ISABELLE. Hi Pico.
ESTEBAN. Well, keep a tight leash on him, Isabelle.

We’re get ting close, and he can’t mess this up any more.
ISABELLE. I’ll do what I can. Pico, I’m headed over to

the anthill to get some larva for lunch, would U like to
ac com pany me?

(PICO looks to ESTEBAN.)

PICO. Sure thing.
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