
This excerpt is available  to assist you in 
 the play selection process.

You may view, print and download  any 
of our excerpts for perusal purposes.

Excerpts are not intended for performance, 
classroom or other academic use. In any of  
these cases you will need to purchase playbooks 
via our website or by phone, fax or mail.

A short excerpt is not always indicative of the 
entire work, and we strongly suggest reading 
the whole play before planning a production or 
ordering a cast quantity of scripts.

Excerpt Terms 
& Conditions

Family Plays



Monkey, 

By
Charles Jones

Monkey
The Marvelous Adventures of

the Magical Monkey King

© Family Plays



311 Washington St., Woodstock, IL 60098-3308
Phone: (800) 448-7469 / (815) 338-7170

Fax: (800) 334-5302 / (815) 338-8981

www.FamilyPlays.com

ISBN-13 978-0-87602-265-8

Monkey, Monkey

Folktale. Adapted by Charles Jones. From the novel Monkey by Wu 
Ch’eng-en. Cast: 6m., 3w., with doubling, or up to 18+ (7m., 2w., 9 
either gender) extras optional. The marvelous, legendary adventures 
of the daring and sometimes mischievious Magical Monkey King 
are adapted from the 16th-century Chinese novel in an energetic, 
contemporary retelling of an Asian folklore favorite. This tale shows 
what can happen when one gets too big for one’s breeches! Monkey is 
“born” from a magic stone placed on a hillside by the Jade Emperor, 
Ruler of Earth and Sky. A brave and daring creature, Monkey soon 
earns the title Handsome Monkey King when he fearlessly breaks 
through the falling water and returns to tell of a lush land for his 
monkey colony to claim. Not easily satisfied, Monkey uses his wily 
mind to trick his way into the terrifying cave of Yama, the King of 
Death, erasing the names of his colony from the great scroll. Monkey 
returns to find all but one subject captured by the Demon of Havoc, 
whom he conquers with the help of a few “monkeys” from the audi-
ence. When Monkey greedily steals a cache of golden weapons from 
the Great Dragon King, Jade Emperor reins him in and banishes 
Monkey to the Palace of Clouds, where he can keep a close watch 
on him. Finally, Monkey’s subjects bid him farewell as he rides the 
Royal Sunset Dragon across the sky. Production notes are available 
in the script containing details on set, staging, effects and costumes. 
One set, preferably of colorful piping, monkey bars, and bright panels 
of cloth. Costumes: suggestive of Asian origin. Approximate running 
time: 40 minutes. Code: MK2.
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*** NOTICE ***
The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclusively by 
FAMILY PLAYS without whose permission in writing no performance of it may 
be given. Royalty must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is 
presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is performed 
any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications and re-
strictions may be found at our website www.FamilyPlays.com, or we may be con-
tacted by mail at: FAMILY PLAYS, 311 Washington St., Woodstock, IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S AGENT THE 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law provides authors with a fair 
return for their creative efforts. Authors earn their living from the royalties they 
receive from book sales and from the performance of their work. Conscientious 
observance of copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue 
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, de-
letions or substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written consent 
of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, 
videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permis-
sion in writing from the publisher. It may not be performed either by professionals 
or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, but not limited to, 
the professional, motion picture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, 
tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and reading, are reserved. 

© 1986 by 
ANCHORAGE PRESS, INC.

Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved

(MONKEY, MONKEY THE MARVELOUS ADVENTURES 
OF THE MAGICAL MONKEY KING)

ISBN: 978-0-87602-265-8

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this play which are in 
copyright, the permission of the copyright owners must be obtained or other songs and 
recordings in the public domain substituted.
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IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
All producers of the play must give credit to the author(s) of the play in all pro-
grams distributed in connection with performances of the play and in all instances 
in which the title of the play appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or 
otherwise exploiting the play and/or a production. The name of the author(s) must 
also appear on a separate line, on which no other name appears, immediately 
following the title, and must appear in size of type not less than fifty percent the 
size of the title type. Biographical information on the author(s), if included in the 
playbook, may be used in all programs. In all programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with 
Family Plays of Woodstock, Illinois”
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