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The Christmas Miser

CHARACTERS

ARTHUR FELTON ................................
RICHARD HARVEY .......................................

 .............................. a theatrical agent
MOLLY .........................................................
JOE SLATER .......................................................an old actor
SHEILA
FREDDIE LOWE
DOROTHY DEAN
MRS. JUDD ....................................................... an employee
SANDRA MASON .....................................................
EMILY ............................................................
MRS. WOOD ....................................

....................}

© The Dramatic Publishing Company



6

SCENES

© The Dramatic Publishing Company



The Christmas Miser

SCENE 1

 ARTHUR FELTON is discovered on stage. He’s 
ha1f perched on a high stool. ELIZABETH is seated in a 
straight-backed chair UR. ARTHUR has a script in his 
hand and is reading the part of Scrooge in Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol. RICHARD HARVEY is standing DR.

ARTHUR (as Scrooge)

(He hears something.) 

(adding verbally the sound effect which isn’t 
there). A door closes off right. (She nods to HARVEY, who 
is standing DR)

ARTHUR (as Scrooge). “Who’s that. I hear approaching? 
Ah, ’tis Bob Cratchit.”

HARVEY (playing the part of Bob Cratchit, but without en-
thusiasm). “A merry Christmas, Mr.Scrooge.”

ARTHUR (drops his script abruptly, and he also drops the 
character he’s playing. He clears his throat) -
ment, Mr. …

HARVEY
ARTHUR

HARVEY
Christmas Carol many times.
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8 The Christmas Miser 

ARTHUR (crisply)

(He 
holds up his script and turns a few pages, then reads.) “a 

(He drops the script and 
looks at HARVEY.)

HARVEY
ARTHUR

(He reads the part of 
Scrooge again) “Who’s that I hear approaching? Ah, ’tis 
Bob Cratchit … ”

HARVEY (very brightly this time). “A merry Christmas, Mr. 
Scrooge.”

ARTHUR (as Scrooge)
HARVEY (as Bob Cratchit)
ARTHUR (as Scrooge)

HARVEY (as Bob Cratchit) -

ARTHUR (himself again) -
(He turns to ELIZABETH.) -

abeth?

and he looks good.
ARTHUR
HARVEY

ARTHUR (with disgust)
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  The Christmas Miser 9

ARTHUR. Spare me the details, Elizabeth. All right, Mr. Har-

HARVEY (greatly relieved)
ARTHUR

contracts.
HARVEY
ARTHUR

HARVEY (Exits R.)

ARTHUR
. All arranged. I called Madame Valesca’s 

the second he hobbles on stage.
ARTHUR (he nods assent) -

bill. (She hams it to him.)
ARTHUR (appalled)

ARTHUR
from that shark.

(changing the subject)

ARTHUR (thoughtfully)
me “sir.”

(casually)  
baby.
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10 The Christmas Miser 

ARTHUR

ARTHUR

ARTHUR -
tomers come to see? They come to see me! When the name 

they’ll get good, clean enter tainment of the best kind. I 

-

ARTHUR
(she sighs). All right.

ARTHUR

ARTHUR (quietly)

ARTHUR
(Dismissing the sub-

ject.) 

early. (Thoughtfully.) 

ARTHUR

ARTHUR (cutting in)

MOLLY (off R). Hello.
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The Christmas Miser 11

(calling). We’re in here.

(MOLLY enters R)

MOLLY (warmly, as she comes on). Hi, Elizabeth.

MOLLY
ARTHUR
MOLLY

ARTHUR

MOLLY
ARTHUR

MOLLY
ARTHUR. I think that does it.
MOLLY
ARTHUR. Salter?
MOLLY

-

ARTHUR

MOLLY (to ELIZABETH)
…

ARTHUR (hard, abrupt). If I can help it I don’t
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. No.
ARTHUR

(JOE SALTER enters R. He comes forward, warmly, hand 
outstretched.)

JOE

(ELIZABETH and MOLLY go out R, quietly.)

ARTHUR (putting on a warmth he doesn’t feel)

JOE 
Va-

riety.
ARTHUR. Often, yes.
JOE
ARTHUR

JOE
(He produces a crumpled pack.). 

ARTHUR. Mainly I remember being poor.
JOE
ARTHUR
JOE

ARTHUR
JOE

 
going to an old-age home. A senior citizen.
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The Christmas Miser 13

ARTHUR
JOE (without malice)

myself. And at my age it’s too late to learn.
ARTHUR
JOE -

(There’s no reaction to this.)

ARTHUR
JOE -

ARTHUR
JOE (hesitating) (Resolution re-

turns.) 
(He holds his hand out.)

ARTHUR GOOD-BY, JOE

(JOE turns and leaves as MOLLY comes back on)

MOLLY (as they pass each other). Good-by.
JOE. Good-by, Molly. (He’s gone.)
ARTHUR (with a laugh)

MOLLY
his grandchildren.

ARTHUR
some for a rainy day.

MOLLY
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ARTHUR
-

thing’ll be gone in a month.
MOLLY. Joe’s not a tramp.
ARTHUR. He looked like one.
MOLLY
ARTHUR (Changing the 

subject.) 
MOLLY (handing tickets to him). Yes, here.
ARTHUR (he counts them)
MOLLY -

ARTHUR (sharply)
MOLLY. Not yet.
ARTHUR. Well, don’t.
MOLLY
ARTHUR (rudely)

MOLLY
ARTHUR. Oh, yes. (Abruptly all charm.) As a matter of fact, 

-

MOLLY (quickly)
ARTHUR (moving closer to her)

MOLLY (cutting in)
scenes.

ARTHUR
MOLLY. Sheila is playing Ellen and being stage manager. If 

she can do that …
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ARTHUR (cutting in)

MOLLY
ARTHUR
MOLLY. No.
ARTHUR
MOLLY (crisply)

along. (Her resentment rising.) 

ARTHUR
MOLLY

ARTHUR (turning on the charm full voltage). Don’t say that, 

MOLLY

ARTHUR (his hand under her chin). Molly, dear, please, for 

MOLLY (brushing his hand away, stepping back)
not this time.

ARTHUR (his voice hardening). All right, then I’ll get some-
one else.

MOLLY. Ohhhh?
ARTHUR

(He turns and walks out. Blackout.)

SCENE 2

(Backstage at the Opera House in Syracuse. There’s a bare 

leaned against the back wall. As the cast come on they car-
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16 The Christmas Miser 

ry make-up kits or overnight bags. SHEILA enters, followed 
by DOROTHY.)

SHEILA (coming on)
DOROTHY (following SHEILA on; she looks around, then 

out)
SHEILA
DOROTHY. Where are the dressing rooms?
SHEILA. Upstairs, I think.

(FREDDIE comes swinging on, full of high spirits.)

FREDDIE
DOROTHY. Hello, Freddie!
FREDDIE -

DOROTHY
FREDDIE

he’s going to be. (Mimicking Arthur Felton.) “The con-

(Shaking 
his head.)

SHEILA

(HARVEY enters R)

HARVEY. I’m not late, am I?
SHEILA -

FREDDIE
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HARVEY
FREDDIE

is Dorothy Dean. She’s playing Mrs. Cratchit! (He laughs.)
DOROTHY
HARVEY. Call me “Dick,” please.
FREDDIE

(Nasal and affected.) 
And I play Mr. Cheerly, and Sam, not forgetting the Ghost 

(A telephone rings offstage, R.)

HARVEY
SHEILA (cutting in). I’ll do it, Dick. I’m stage manager. Nice 

(She exits R.)
FREDDIE

Where’s Molly?
DOROTHY

FREDDIE -
zard?

DOROTHY
FREDDIE. He treats her like a dog. (Playing the part of 

Scrooge.) 
old miser.” (In a normal voice.) 

DOROTHY
FREDDIE

(He roars with laughter.)
HARVEY on.
FREDDIE
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