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Journey the the Center
of the Earth

A Radi o Pl ay
For a flexi bl e cast
(playing nultiple roles, if desired)

VO CES (in order of speaki ng)

Axel

Driver

Pr of essor
Mar t ha

Gr auben

Del i very Man
St evedore #1
St evedore #2
Hans

Boy
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Journey to the Center of the Earth

Adapt ed by John de Lanci e
Froma Script by Nat Segal of f
An Al i en Voi ces Production
Original story by Jul es Verne

MJUSI C. [ ntro under.

SOUND: City sounds bl eed in during speech.

AXEL ( NARRATI
It al nost seens |i ke yesterday when |
t hi nk back on t hose events whi ch

changed ny life so conpletely. | was,
at that tine, a student at the

Uni versity of Hanmburg; living wth ny
uncl e, the great professor, Oto
Li denbr ock. ..

EXT. HAMBURG STREET —DAY 1

SOUND: Hor se-drawn coach cl ops past on a city street;
horses whinny; reins slap and jingle.

DRI VER
Hey! Watch where you’'re going, you old
coot! You're scaring ny horses.

PROFESSOR
They’' re in ny way!

- DRI VER
(sarcastically)
They’ re horses, and they have to wal k

inthe street! You re a man, you do
not !

PROFESSOR
"Il wal kK anywhere | want!

DRI VER

Down the m ddl e of the street, Herr
Pr of essor ?!
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| NT.
SOUND:

SOUND:

PROFESSOR
Yes!!

PROFESSOR S HOUSE —DAY

Door openi ng and cl osi ng.

PROFESSOR
(calling out)
Axel !
AXEL
Good eveni ng, Uncl e!
PROFESSOR

What’' s t hat supposed to nean?

AXEL
(i ntim dated)
Not hi ng...just...

Mart ha wal ki ng in.

MARTHA

Pr of essor Lidenbrock! You're | ate for
supper.

PROFESSOR
Supper this early, Martha?
MARTHA
Early? It’s hal f-past six!
PROFESSOR
It can’t be!
MARTHA

If 1’mto run your house on a schedul e,
you have to hold to it! Your nephew

Axel is ontine, and he had cl asses at
t he university.

PROFESSOR
SodidI...and | taught them
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SOUND:

SOUND:
SOUND:

SOUND:

MARTHA
Nevert hel ess, dinner’s ready.

PROFESSOR
No tinme to eat now. |’ mgoing to ny
study. Cone al ong, | ad.

AXEL
But . ..

PROFESSOR
Up you go, quickly, m boy!

Foot steps running up the stairs.

MARTHA
(to herself)
Ch, he’s inpossi bl e!
(Calling up)
"Il send up atray if you change your
st ubbor n m nd.

AXEL
(o.s.)
Ve will.
PROFESSOR
(o.s.)
VW won' t!

O S. “Study” door cl oses.

Front door opens agai n.

GRAUBEN
Good eveni ng, Martha. Have | m ssed
t henf

MARTHA

You have i ndeed, dear Grauben. They’ ve
| ocked t hensel ves in the study. To
think...l1’ve cooked all his favorite

di shes tonight! It’s so i nconsi derat e!

QG auben heads off upstairs.
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GRAUBEN

(cal l'i ng)
He’' s a professor of geol ogy, Mart ha,

not manners —unfortunately.

LANDI NG QUTSI DE OF STUDY DOCR

SOUND:

SOUND:

SOUND:

Knocki ng on wooden door.

PROFESSOR
(o.s.)
| told you, Martha, we' Il have supper
when we’ re good and ready. Until then,
| eave us to our worKk.

GRAUBEN _
It’s not youl want to see, it’'s Axel.
AXEL
0.S.)
C?aubeng
GRAUBEN
Yes?!
The door opens.
PROFESSOR

My dear little Grauben, Axel and | are
inthe mddle of a nost inportant
di scussi on. . .

GRAUBEN
.but. ..
PROFESSOR
... howrun al ong!
The door sl ans.
AXEL (N)

My uncle, Oto Lidenbrock, was well on
the road to being an i ntol erabl e
eccentric. He was professor at the
uni versity where he | ectured on

( MORE)
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m neral s and was fanous for | osing his
tenper. Hi s house on Koni gstrasse was
al so honme to hi s housekeeper, Mart ha,;

nysel f, his nephew and rel uct ant

| aboratory assistant; and his

sevent een-year - ol d goddaught er,

G auben. Ah, G auben! The nost |ovely
vi sion a young nman coul d hope to | ove.
A dear, sweet, innocent—

The Professor’s voice intrudes on Axel’s narrative and
draws hi mback to the dial ogue.

I NT. PROFESSOR S STUDY —NI GHT 4

SOUND: Unwr appi ng of paper.

PROFESSOR
Axel! Pay attention! What is this?
AXEL
(a little bored)
A book?
PROFESSOR
A book? Is that all!!! Wy, it’'s a

pricel ess treasure, ny boy! It’s at
| east...seven hundred years ol d.

AXEL
Seven hundred years?

PROFESSOR
That’s right! | found it this
afternoon, in an ol d bookshop. It’s the
“Hei ms Kringld of Snorro Turleson, the
fanmous Icelandic witer of the twelfth
century. It is the chronicle of the
Nor wegi an princes who rul ed | cel and.
Wt hout a doubt one of the nost...

The Professor’s dialogue trails off as Axel s narration
t akes over.
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SOUND:

SOUND:

AXEL (N)

As ny uncl e handed ne t he book, a piece
of parchnent slipped out and fell to

the floor. The Professor’s eyes w dened
withfire.

PROFESSOR
VWhat' s this? What ' s this. ..

Par chnent carefully bei ng unf ol ded.
Hrm .. Very interesting. These |l ook to

be Runic letters, wittenin a
di fferent hand t han t he book. ..

AXEL
So?
PROFESSOR
It’'s a cryptogranml A code! |’ msure of

it! But ny eyes...
Alittle shuffle parchnent.

AXEL
Gveit tone, Uncle. I'lIl make it out.
Let’'s see. Ar...ne...Arne Sak. ..

PROFESSCOR
Ar ne Saknussemmt?

AXEL
Yes, | think that’s right.

PROFESSOR
Good | ord, Arne Saknussemm —coul d it
bel

AXEL
VWho' s he?

PROFESSOR

A si xteenth-century | cel andic
al chem st who wote in the | anguage

( MRE)
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of scholars —Latin, which wi |l be our
first clue. Take a pen and paper and
we' |l figure this out.

SOUND: Pen scratching on paper, rustling paper.

MUSI C. Ti ne passing.

AXEL (N)
For the next coupl e of hours we tossed
the letters, readi ng themback and
forth, up and down, up and down, and
back and forth —but to no avail. After

awhile, | began to lose interest...
and...drifted off...

SOUND: Paper bei ng snat ched.

PROFESSOR
Let’s see what you’' ve got.
( Readi ng)
“I 1ove you very nuch, ny dear
G auben. ..” What is this?
AXEL
(def ensi ve)
It’s a...
PROFESSOR

Are you in love wth G auben?

AXEL
(cough; stammeri ng)
Vell, I...

PROFESSOR
Speak up! Are youinlove with ny
goddaught er or are you not ?

AXEL
.yes, | am..sir!
_ PROFESSOR
Fi ne! Good! Yes, well...good. Now, that

that is settled, let’s apply oursel ves,
again, to the docunent.
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MUSI C:

| NT.

SOUND:

SOUND:

Passage of tinme, building—

PROFESSOR' S STUDY —LATER

AXEL (N)
We wor ked for another two hours...ny

head ached and ny st omach grow ed.
Door knocki ng.

MARTHA
(o.s.)
Pr of essor ?
(No response)

Door knocki ng agai n.

PROFESSOR
Vhat | (calling out)

MARTHA
Are you or are you not going to eat
supper tonight?

PROFESSOR AXEL

(calling out) (calling out)

No!

SOUND:

Yes!

MARTHA
"Il leave a tray for Axel outside the
door. Good ni ght.

_ PROFESSOR
Good ni ght'!

Martha's footsteps trailing off.
This i s the nost confoundi ng docunent

| ve ever seen. In all nmy years of
st udy. ..

AXEL
| have it!
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PROFESSOR

(not heari ng)
...and research, |’'ve never...

( Beat)
What ? What did you say?

AXEL
| said|’'ve got it. |I"ve got the key.

- PROFESSCOR
(scream ng)
Wll, what isit?

_ AXEL
Only if you let ne eat.
PROFESSOR
(flustered)
Vell...Ah...Ch, all right!

SOUND: Door openi ng and tray bei ng brought in. Axel
takes a bite of the sandw ch.

Cone on...cone on t hen!

AXEL
(chew ngQ)
Ch, that’s good!

PROFESSOR
(i npatient)
Yes, yes. Well...!

SOUND: Par chnent .

AXEL
Here, read your cryptogram agai n.

PROFESSOR

| have a hundred tines and it’s
meani ngl ess!

AXEL

Only if you start at the begi nning. But
i f you read it backwards. ..
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SOUND:

SOUND:

10

PROFESSOR
| " ve done t hat!
AXEL
Inamrror?
PROFESSOR

(startling Iaugh)
What ?! The very i dea—

Shuffling of feet. Close to the m ke.

(tentatively)
“Behol d, if you...descend into the
crater of Sneffels Yokul, into which
t he shadow of the nountain Scartaris
falls before the kal ends of July, you
shal|l reach the center of the earth. |
have done this. Arne Saknussenmm”

AXEL
(still chew ng)
You see!
_ PROFESSOR o
Dear God i n heaven! What tineis it?
AXEL
Ah. ..
Opens door.
PROFESSCOR

(calling off)

Mart ha, where the devil is ny dinner?
(To Axel)

Axel , pack your bags.

AXEL

Vvl ( mout hful)
y?!

PROFESSOR
What do you nean, “why?” We're goi ng on
an expedition. W're going to the
center of the earth!
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MJSI C: Transitional, bed.
PROFESSOR S HOUSE —DOWNSTAI RS.

. AXEL (N) .
The next norning the house was alive

wi th delivery nen.

SOUND: General hubbub continuing through the scene.

MARTHA
Wat ch ny fl oors!

SOUND: Crate scraping on wooden fl oor.

DELI VERY MAN
Not to worry, ma’ am

MARTHA
Not you, maybe, but | worry.

PROFESSOR
(calling off)
Conme al ong, Axel. Bring those boxes
down. Martha, are those the Ruhnkorff
coils?

MARTHA
| f you say they are.

GRAUBEN

What are they, Professor? They | ook
i ke giant fireflies!

PROFESSOR
And t hey operate on nuch the sane
principle: a portable electrical |ight,
run by a rechargeabl e battery.

GRAUBEN
Are you going to carry all this on your
backs?

PROFESSOR
As nmuch as practical. For the rest,
we'll hire a guide.
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