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 Complete with rowdy ranch hands and beautiful French cancan dancers, this comic melo-
drama will have you cheering the heroes, booing the villain and dancing the cancan as you 

find your way home.

Melodrama. By Katie Reed. Cast: 7m., 8w., extras. The old widow may lose 
the ranch, the innocent heroine is unjustly accused of robbery, and the hero 
must save them both from the clutches of the evil villain. Lost in Tumblerock 
or, They Took the Wrong Road to the Right Place has everything you expect 
from a comic melodrama. The characters wouldn’t be lost in Tumblerock if 
they hadn’t taken a few unexpected turns along the way. The new sheriff, 
Simon Surefire, took a wrong turn somewhere in the Midwest and ended up in 
Tumblerock just in time to replace the old sheriff, who went out with a posse 
and never returned. Simon is determined to help the citizens of Tumblerock 
find the robber of many local businesses, including the Tumblerock Savings 
and Loan. As hard as he tries, he gets lost everywhere he goes, but he won’t 
let his poor sense of direction stop him from carrying out his duty. Rosaline 
and her sidekick, Cecilia, disguised as Ross and Cecil, are on their way to 
the Show Palace Theatre in San Francisco with a wagon full of French cancan 
dancers. They took a wrong turn and ended up at the Heartwell Ranch in 
Tumblerock. Ma Heartwell invites them to stay at the ranch with her and the 
rowdy ranch hands that she vows to turn into gentlemen. Rosaline recognizes 
Mayor Darrell W. Devlin as the villainous Willy Devarau from her past. He 
uses the girls’ disguises as a reason to accuse Rosaline and Cecilia of being 
the robbers. Simon is forced to arrest the two women, but he gets lost on 
the way to jail, giving Rosaline time to explain how Devlin kidnapped her 
and blackmailed her adoptive parents many years ago. Rosaline tricks 
Devlin into confessing his many crimes while Simon, Ma and the ranch 
hands listen from behind a screen. It is discovered that Rosaline is really Ma 
Heartwell’s daughter, and they all decide to stay in Tumblerock rather than 
trying to reach San Francisco. They may have taken the wrong road, but they 
ended up in the right place. Set: the living room of the Heartwell Ranch house. 
Place: originally set in Texas, but it may be set in any state. Costumes: 1890’s. 
Approximate running time: 50 to 60 minutes. Code: LJ9.
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*** NOTICE ***
The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclusively by 
FAMILY PLAYS without whose permission in writing no performance of it may 
be given. Royalty must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is 
presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is performed 
any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications and re-
strictions may be found at our website www.FamilyPlays.com, or we may be con-
tacted by mail at: FAMILY PLAYS, 311 Washington St., Woodstock, IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S AGENT THE 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law provides authors with a fair 
return for their creative efforts. Authors earn their living from the royalties they 
receive from book sales and from the performance of their work. Conscientious 
observance of copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue 
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, de-
letions or substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written consent 
of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, 
videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permis-
sion in writing from the publisher. It may not be performed either by professionals 
or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, but not limited to, 
the professional, motion picture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, 
tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and reading, are reserved. 

© 1998 by 
KATIE REED

Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved

(LOST IN TUMBLEROCK)

ISBN: 978-0-88680-499-2

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this play which are in 
copyright, the permission of the copyright owners must be obtained or other songs and 
recordings in the public domain substituted.
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IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
All producers of the play must give credit to the author(s) of the play in all pro-
grams distributed in connection with performances of the play and in all instances 
in which the title of the play appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or 
otherwise exploiting the play and/or a production. The name of the author(s) must 
also appear on a separate line, on which no other name appears, immediately 
following the title, and must appear in size of type not less than fifty percent the 
size of the title type. Biographical information on the author(s), if included in the 
playbook, may be used in all programs. In all programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with 
Family Plays of Woodstock, Illinois”
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