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CHART QOF STAGE POSITIONS

/UR /mzc UcC ULC\ UL\
R[RC| ¢ |1c|L \
DR / DRC | DC | DLC \DL

CURTAIN LINE

FOOTLIGHTS

STAGE POSITIONS

Upsiage means away from the footlights, downstage means
toward the footlights, and righs and Jeft are used with reference
to the actor as he faces the audience. R means right, L means Jefs,
U means #p, D means down, C means center, and these abbrevia-
tions are used in combination, as: U R for #p right, R C for right
center, D L C for down left center, etc. One will note that a
position designated on the stage refers to a general territory,
rather than to a given point,

NOTE: Before starting rehearsals, chalk off your stage or re-
hearsal space as indicated above in the Chart of Stage Positions.
Then teach your actors the meanings and positions of these
fundamental terms of stage movement by having them walk
from one position to another until they are familiar with them.
The use of these abbreviated terms in directing the play saves
considerable time, speeds up rehearsals, and reduces the amount
of explanation the director has to give to his actors.
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Tl'le Wl'lite Elepl'lant
Comes Home

A Comedy in One Act
FOR FIVE GIRLS
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CHARACTERS
SALLY....covnveesnnnsnussesss. Who receives the picture
MADGE ..... Creesesretacatrstertittereanans her friend
Apa ..... Cerseannsenisoesrertenitnnenaransas a visitor
ELLEN..... cerenesnesnsesascesensssWho sells cupcakes
NETTIE . viieiieninrieerenssasenennnnnsnss tbe maid

PLACE: Sdlly's living-room.
TIMB: The present. Washington’s Birthday, Morning.
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Tlle W}lite ElePLant
Comes Home

SCENE: Sally's living-room. There are two entrances to the
room. In the L wall at center is a door leading to the kitchen
and the back part of the bouse, while in the R wall at center
is a door leading to the outside. The only furnishings neces-
sary ave a library table at C stage, with chairs on either
side of it, and a small writing desk and chair below the door
L. On the desk are a fountain pen and paper. There is an occa-
sional rug fust inside the door L. Other furniture may be used
as the size of the stage permits, but the furniture listed above
will be adequate to carry the action of the play.}

AT RISE OF CURTAIN: sALLY, a pretty girl of fourteen, is
sitting at the desk D L, making a list of supplies. She wears
an attractive school frock.]

SALLY [alond, to herself}. Cheese—olives—brown bread—cup-
cakes——Oh, the cupcakes haven’t come yet!

[NETTIE comes in L. She is a gawky country girl of thirteen. She
wears a cotton house dress and an apron. Her shoes should be
too big for her, and she is always tripping over something.
Just now she trips over the small rug by the door L as she
comes in.}

NETTIE. Ooops! [She recovers her balance awbwardly.} Excuse
it, Sally. Seems like I'm always tripping over something. [She
ambles awkwardly to L C and stands in a slouched position,
ber arms folded.}

SALLY [turning in ber chair to face her]. Nettie, have the cup-
cakes come?

NETTIE, Not that I know of. Want I should bake you some?

B
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44 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ONE-ACT COMEDIES

saLLY. Oh, no, no! They're ordered from Ellen. Anyway, you
have enough to do getting tbat kitchen in order. At the rate
you're going, you should have come last week to start clean-
ing up for my party.

NETTIE. I'm slow but I'm thorough, Sally. Slow but thorough.
Want I should clean up in here now?

saLLY. And the kitchen not half done? Oh, dear, I wish Mother
hadn’t had to go away, today of all days.

NETTIE. That’s how things happen. But I'll get everything done,
see if I don’t. I help around at lots of houses in town, and
they all say

SALLY. I think the right thing to say now is—get busy.

[The doorbell off stage R rings.]

NETTIE. Want I should answer it?
SALLY [rising]. No, I will. You go on with the kitchen work.

[NETTIE goes out L, tripping over the rug as she goes. SALLY
Starts for the door, but MADGE, an attractive, vivacious girl of
SALLY’S age, comes in R just as SALLY reaches the door R. She
wears a winter coat and bat over 4 neat dress.)

MADGE. Well, I'm here!

sarLLy. Oh, Madge, I'm so glad you could come! Can you spend
the whole day with me? [She puts her arm about MADGE and
comes C stage with ber.]

MADGE. Every minute of it. And I'll do all I can to help. Happy
birthday, Sally!

SALLY. Thanks. it's so silly to have a birthday on February 22,
isn't it? I feel like George Washington.

MADGE [jokingly]. Do you act like him? I mean, do you always
tell the truth—at least on your own birthday?

SALLY. As much of the truth as a polite person ever can tell, I
suppose. Well, take off your coat and hat. Mother's away,
Nettie’s in the kitchen, and I've been planning the refresh-
ments for my party tonight.
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[MADGE takes off her coat and bat and puts them on the chais
right of the table ¢}

MADGE [as she removes her wraps]. Oh, by the way, the mail-
man was just coming up your steps as I came in! He had a
package in his hand.

SALLY [joyfully]. A package! I bet it’s from Aunt Matilda. She
always sends me something for my birthday!

MADGE [ pushing her toward the door R}. Hurry! I'm dying to
see what it is.

SALLY [going R]. Last year it was a locket, and the year be-
fore——Oh, I just can’t wait to see it!

[SALLY goers out R. MADGE sits in the chair left of the table C.
SALLY enters R with a large flat package wrapped in brown
paper. It is stamped and addressed, having come through the
mail.}

sALLy. Look, Madge! What do you suppose it is this time?

MADGE. From your Aunt Matilda? [She watches SALLY, ail
agog-]

SALLY [laying the package on the right side of the table]. It's
marked "Fragile, Handle With Care.” [She takes off the ont-
side wrapping paper.] 1 do believe it's glass. [ After the outer
wrapping is removed the gift is siill in a large brown en-
velope. She pulls it ont carefully. She speaks in tones flat with
disappointment.] Oh, a picture!

MADGE [jumping up, crossing above the table and down to yight
of SALLY, looking over her shoulder]. Yes, a picture. [She is
obviously disappointed, and her voice drops.} Glass, frame,
and all!

[NOTE: This picture is never bheld in such a position as to be
viewed by the andience.

SALLY [with forced emthusiasm]. Isn't it lovely? Sach—such
color!
MADGE ffalteringly]. Yes—there’s color—as you say.

© Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, lllinois.



46 JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL ONE-ACT COMEDIES

VW W V¥ VW ¥ YV v Vv V¥V VvV VvV VvV VYV Vv VvV vy v vvew

SALLY. So sweet of Aunt Matilda to remember me. I think it’s
the prettiest thing! [She holds it away from her, trying hard
to admire it.]

MADGE. Oh, do you really?

saLLy. Don’t you?

MADGE [with an embarrassed laughl. It's your picture. From
your aunt.

SALLY. Yes. [After a pause.} Of course, those big red roses,
alongside of a bowl of purple plums—and all that fuzzy
green stuff—what 75 that green stuff, Madge?

MADGE. You've got me there. But, as you say, the picture cer-
tainly has color.

SALLY [ shaking her head sadly}. Too much color, I'm afraid.

MADGE. But I thought you liked it. Didn’t you say you thought
it was the prettiest thing?

SALLY [laying the picture face down on the table]. Yes, I guess
I did say that. What does a person usually say about a gift?
That it’s simply lovely, and all that. [She sighs.}]

MADGE. Why the sigh?

saLry. Usually Aunt Matilda sends lovely presents.

MADGE. Then you don'’t really like the picture?

SALLY [giving up the pretense]. Could anybody like that pic-
tute? Oh! [She shudders.} 1 think it’s simply hideous! Flow-
ers and fruit and vegetables all mixed up together. Why, it
looks like an atrocious fruit salad!

MADGE [dryly]. All it needs is a dab of mayonnaise. You're
tight. [She crosses bebind the table and down to ber chair
left of the table.] 1 didn’t like it from the moment I saw it,
but I thought you did. [She sits.]

SALLY. I was just being polite. [She slips the pictare batk into
the brown envelope.] 1 can’t bear to look at it. Imagine hang-
ing that up on the wall!

MADGE [shuddering]. | can’t!

SALLY. But what on earth can I do with it?

MADGE. There’s no accounting for taste. Perhaps to some people
it would seem beautiful.
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