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*** NO TICE ***
The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this 
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers
must be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main
sub sti tuted.
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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the author of the play in all
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver -
tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion.
The name of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i -
cal in for ma tion on the author, if in cluded in the playbook, may be used in 
all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois
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Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple With Bombs was com mis -
sioned by the Magic Thea tre and Z-Space and pre miered at 
the Magic Thea tre—in a very dif fer ent form—in 2002
(Larry Eilenberg, ar tis tic di rec tor).

CAST

K . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Merle Kessler
Wild Na ture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Celia Schuman
Mrs. K and oth ers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anne Darragh
Da vid K and oth ers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Rafael Truitt
Da vid Gelernter and oth ers . . . . . . . . . . . . . Da vid Cramer
Sixth Ac tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rob ert Par sons

PRO DUC TION STAFF

Cast ing Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jessica Heidt
Sound De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maribeth Back
Lighting De signer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jim Cave
Cos tume De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kira Kristensen

MU SIC

Com poser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michelle Carter
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The play was also pro duced at the Sum mer Play Fes ti val 
in New York in July 2005 (Arielle Tepper, festival pro -
ducer; Ra chel Neuburger, artistic director; Kara Medoff
and Marisa Sechrest, producers).

CAST

Ted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An drew Dolan
Wild Na ture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jessica Boevers
Mrs. Kaczynski. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kathleen Doyle
Da vid Kaczynski et al. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ian Kahn
Da vid Gelernter et al . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vin Knight
Linda Kaczynski et al . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Barbara Pitts

PRO DUC TION STAFF

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeremy Dobrish
As sis tant Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jillian Apfelbaum
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sid King
Set De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ste ven Ca pone
Lighting De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Gottlieb
Sound De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill BC Du Boff
Cos tume De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Heather Dunbar
Cast ing Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Si mon

MU SIC

Com posers. . . . . . . . . . Ga briel Kahane, Mi chael Fried man
Mu si cian and Foley Art ist . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ga briel Kahane
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The play was also pre sented in the con text of a res i -
dency at the Donmar Ware house in Lon don in Sep tem ber
2005 through the gen er ous sup port of Jill Shaw Ruddock
(Mi chael Grandage, artistic director).

CAST

Ted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Light
Wild Na ture . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Catherine Tate
Mrs. Kaczynski. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sian Thomas
Da vid Kaczynski et al . . . . . . . . . . . . . Geoffrey Streatfield
Da vid Gelernter et al. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Stan ley Townsend
Linda Kaczynski et al . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claudie Blakley

PRO DUC TION STAFF

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An gus Jack son
Res i dency Co or di na tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sa rah Nichol son
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sa rah Waling
As sis tant Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Rolls
Cast ing Di rec tor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Anne McNulty

MU SIC

Com poser . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . George Hinchliffe
Uku lele . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .George Hinchliffe
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TED KACZYNSKI KILLED
PEO PLE WITH BOMBS

For 3 men, 3 women

CAST

TED (m), 35-50

DAVID KACZYNSKI (m): 7 years youn ger than Ted
    (also plays Jeff, Turk, Sixties Guy and Math De part ment
    Chair)

DAVID GELERNTER (m): 40-55
    (also plays Clark, Child hood Friend, Re searcher 1,
    Singer, Freud, Unabomber 1, Kid, Cow boy 2 and
    En raged Spouse)

WILD NA TURE (w): Age is less im por tant than a sexy,
    char is matic pres ence.

MRS. KACZYNSKI (w): 55-70

LIN DA KACZYNSKI (w): 30-40
    (also plays Jimmy, El derly Neigh bor, Re searcher 2,
    Stu dent, El len, Katie Couric, Unabomber 2, In ter viewer, 

Co me dian, Mom, Cow boy 1 and Un faith ful Spouse)
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MU SIC

Cre ative teams are wel come and en cour aged to com pose
their own mu sic for the songs. In for ma tion re gard ing mu sic 
com posed by Ga briel Kahane and Mi chael Fried man for
the Sum mer Play Fes ti val pro duc tion can be ob tained from
the play wright’s agent, Bruce Ostler of the Bret Ad ams
Agency in New York.

A mu si cian and foley art ist re mains on stage through out the
play.

RUNNING TIME:

Ap prox i mately 90 min utes with no in ter mis sion.

8
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Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple
With Bombs

Scene i

(The iconic im age of the Unabomber ap pears. Sound: A
type writer typ ing, cued by an on stage mu si cian and foley 
art ist who cues sound through out the play.

Text ap pears: The pos i tive ideal is Na ture. Wild Na ture: 
those as pects of the func tion ing of the Earth and its
liv ing things that are free of hu man in ter fer ence and
con trol.

WILD NA TURE sound rises—jun gle noise, an i mal calls,
etc. Text con tin ues:

Wild Na ture in cludes hu man na ture, those as pects of
the func tion ing of the hu man in di vid ual that are not
sub ject to reg u la tion by or ga nized so ci ety but are prod -
ucts of chance. Or free will. Or God. Or what ever.

WILD NA TURE ap pears.)

WILD NA TURE. I’d just kill to get pub lished. (Beat.) A
lit tle in-joke. It’ll make sense later.

(Text ap pears: She’s Wild Na ture.)

9
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(WILD NA TURE pauses, tak ing in the WILD NA TURE
sounds. To the mu si cian:)

WILD NA TURE (cont’d). The Na tional Geo graphic sound -
track? A lit tle trite, per chance? (The mu si cian cuts the
sound.) Thank you. (Out to au di ence.) You have no idea 
what I go through. (WILD NA TURE cues the mu si cian.)
(She sings:)

Of my image, I am well aware—
My reputation’s quite beyond repair:
Wild Nature, dame of famine, flood, and frigid winters,
Piss her off and with a cough
She’ll blow your house to splinters.
Global warming, locusts swarming, rivers foul and

silty—
Just say the word “environment” and everyone feels

guilty.
It’s so Third World,
Old shoe,
Passé!…
But nature’s at your service in the U.S.A.!

(Cos tume evolves. Mu sic up-tempo…)

WILD NA TURE (cont’d).
I’m your cruise control,
Your GPS,
Your blues patrol,
To shield you from dejectedness.

The times are terrifying
Your nerves are worn and frayed;

10 Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple With Bombs
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Who says it’s edifying
To be worried and afraid?

Cruise control
The times are complicated
Blues control
Angst is just so dated

Once upon a simpler time,
Wild Nature reigned:
Tooth or claw, freeze or thaw,
She could not be contained.
Oceans swelled expertly,
Just because they could;
Oil welled inertly,
Doing no one any good.
Nature made a monkey out of man in days of old—
But the times have tamed and trained her:
Now she does just what she’s told.

Neanderthal,
Or Naked Chef?
Virgin sprawl,
Or a fuel gauge all the way to F?

Feeling fragile? timid? spooked?
Alarmed? In need of mending?
Overawed?—well that’s why god
Begat the happy ending

Yang is cruel,
Yin a mite depressing—

Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple With Bombs 11
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As a rule,
Spin is quite a blessing

This story’s dark
This story’s true
Let’s find a way to tell it so its spell won’t torment

you

(End of song.)

WILD NA TURE (cont’d). This is the story of a man who
did hor ri ble things and had many quaint, ob so lete ideas.

(FOUR SCHOOL CHILDREN en ter with school desks.)

WILD NA TURE (cont’d). Let us be gin where all im prov -
ing tales be gin: the chil dren.

(A re cess bell rings.)

Scene ii

(WILD NA TURE is a SCHOOL TEACHER. JEFF,
CLARK and JIMMY take their places for the math bee.
Af ter each cor rect an swer is given, the win ner will re -
main stand ing and the loser will sit.)

SCHOOL TEACHER. Set tle, boys. Take your seats. Time
for this morn ing’s math bee. (They take their seats for
the math bee.) Ready? (JEFF nods.) Jeff. (JEFF stands.)
Jimmy. (JIMMY stands.) Twelve times four.

12 Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple With Bombs
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JEFF. Forty-eight. (JIMMY sits.)
SCHOOL TEACHER. Clark. (CLARK stands.) Nine times

eight.
JEFF. Sev enty-two. (CLARK sits.)
SCHOOL TEACHER. Jimmy. (JIMMY stands.) Fifty-six di -

vided by seven.
CLARK (feed ing JIMMY the an swer). Eight.
JIMMY. Eight! I knew that!
SCHOOL TEACHER. Jeff. (JEFF stands. JIMMY sits.)

Thirty-two plus twelve.
JEFF (in stantly). Forty-four. (JIMMY sits.)
SCHOOL TEACHER. Clark. (CLARK stands.) Fifty-nine

plus twenty-one.
CLARK. Eighty. (JEFF sits.)
SCHOOL TEACHER. Jimmy. (JIMMY stands.) Sev enty-

 nine mi nus twelve.
CLARK. Sixty-seven. (JIMMY sits.)
SCHOOL TEACHER. Ted. (Beat.) Ted? (Beat.) Ted!

(TED appears.)

TED. There once was a woman named El len
Whose private parts kept on a-swellin’
Men far and wide
Had explored her inside
Till it could not be mapped by Magellan

(Brightly.) I wrote that! (He steps out of the shack and
paces the room.)

SCHOOL TEACHER. Let f de note a con tin u ous func tion
de fined on the open unit disk in the com plex plane.

TED. Then the bound ary func tion for f is ob tained by tak -
ing the lim its of f at arc p. (CLARK sits, con fused.)

Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple With Bombs 13
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SCHOOL TEACHER. Jeff. (JEFF stands, also baf fled.)
TED. The curvilinear con ver gence of f is the larg est set on

which a bound ary func tion can be de fined.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Clark. (JEFF sits and CLARK

stands.)
TED. The set of all points in side the bounded func tion in -

clude set H, axis X, point p, and arc v:
SCHOOL TEACHER. Jimmy. (CLARK sits and JIMMY

stands.)
TED. —in dig nity, lone li ness, pow er less ness, and rage.

Thus:
SCHOOL TEACHER. Children! (All stand.)
TED. The in dus trial rev o lu tion and its con se quences have

been a di sas ter for the hu man race. (An ex plo sion. The
stu dents dive un der their chairs. Si lence. Gently.) It’s
okay. Come on out now. (Warily, they take their seats.)

SCHOOL TEACHER. Date. (The stu dents con tinue go ing
through the mo tions of the math bee.)

TED. May 26, 1978.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Smoke less pow der pipe bomb, brown pa per, ten

one-dol lar Eu gene O’Neill stamps.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Lazy fat ig no ra muses re ject ing my pa per.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tim.
TED. Terry Marker, se cu rity guard. (Indicating the shack

up stage.) Get to work!

(The mu si cian plays an ami a ble, en gag ing, toe-tap ping
num ber. Two stu dents rush to the play house shack. As
TED con tin ues, they pull bombs from the shack and set

14 Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple With Bombs
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them one by one about the stage. The pace of the fol low -
ing ac cel er ates as it moves, be comes fre netic.)

SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. May 9, 1979.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Booby-trap bomb, Phillies-brand ci gar box.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Lazy fat ig no ra muses re ject ing my pa per.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tim.
TED. John Har ris. Stu dent. Civil en gi neer ing.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. No vem ber 15, 1979.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Smoke less pow der mail bomb, “Amer ica’s Light

Fueled By Truth and Rea son” one-dol lar stamps.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Fuel-guz zling smoke-spew ing noise-belch ing sky-

 rap ing—
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tims.
TED. Four teen pas sen gers. Smoke in ha la tion. Small po ta -

toes.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. June 10, 1980.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Booby-trapped book: Ice Brothers by Sloan Wil son.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Fuel-guz zling smoke-spew ing noise-belch ing sky-

 rap ing—
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tim.
TED. United Air lines pres i dent Percy Wood. Wood. Get it?
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
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TED. Oc to ber 8, 1981.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Smoke less pow der pipe in gas o line can.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Blood less ar ro gant ivory-tower—
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tim.
TED. Jan i tor. Un hurt. No one even in jured.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. May 5, 1982.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Pipe bomb, three for ward ing ad dresses.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Blood less ar ro gant ivory-tower—
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tim.
TED. Sec re tary. Lac er a tions from shrap nel. Can’t seem to

make a le thal bomb.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. July 2, 1982.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Note en closed: “Mac ken zie—it works! I told you it

would.” Get it?
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Ar ro gant, smug, self-im por tant—
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tim.
TED. Man gled hands, face, and so on. Gas o line failed to

ig nite and kill.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. Next.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. Next.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. Next.
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SCHOOL TEACHER. Date.
TED. Next! De cem ber 11, 1985.
SCHOOL TEACHER. De scrip tion.
TED. Eight long years of pains tak ing work.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Tar get.
TED. Le thal at last!
SCHOOL TEACHER. Vic tim.
TED. Hugh Scrutton. Com puter store owner. Quick, clean,

pain less, and hu mane.
SCHOOL TEACHER (aside). I’d just kill to get pub lished.

Get it?
TED. Feb ru ary 20, 1987.
SCHOOL TEACHER. The vic tim’s mother watch ing from

the win dow.
TED. June 22, 1993.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Pro fes sor at a med i cal school.
TED. June 24, 1993.
SCHOOL TEACHER. A mu si cian who loved Palestrina’s

Missa Brevis.
TED. De cem ber 10, 1994.
SCHOOL TEACHER. The chil dren asleep in the next

room.
TED. April 24, 1995. The peak, the sum mit.
SCHOOL TEACHER. The be gin ning of the end.
TED. We have a long ar ti cle that must be pub lished in the

New York Times, Time, or Newsweek.
SCHOOL TEACHER. Pent house says they’ll pub lish you!
TED (firmly). The New York Times, Time, or Newsweek.
SCHOOL TEACHER. The de mand was met.
TED. The In dus trial So ci ety and its Fu ture is pub lished by

the New York Times and the Wash ing ton Post. My
man i festo.

Ted Kaczynski Killed Peo ple With Bombs 17

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



SCHOOL TEACHER. It was a trick. The FBI wanted to see 
if some one would rec og nize your writ ing. Some one did.
(Mu sic off.) That’s it. It’s over. So. Why?

SCHOOL CHILDREN. Yeah…why?
(Word ap pears: Why?)

TED. Why, chil dren? (TED be gins to exit, whis tling a me -
lodic line we’re to hear him whis tle through out the play. 
He turns back to them.) The clothes on my back, a
bedroll, and a sky full of stars.

(He dis ap pears into the shack. WILD NA TURE cues the
mu si cian, sings:)

WILD NA TURE.
There are worms that never have to eat—
They grow as long as thirty-seven feet.
There’s a fish that changes sex at will:
We can’t explain that nifty skill
A freak of nature’s never what he seems—
He’ll spook the cats and clutter up your dreams.
So as you’re tickled, teased, and entertained,
Relax!, each foul and fearsome act will henceforth be

(a grand ar peg gio…)
…explained!

(Mu sic shifts. The mu si cian gives the school chil dren in -
stru ments.)

WILD NA TURE (cont’d).
Was it Mama’s nagging when he didn’t clean his

room?
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