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TO MATO PLANT GIRL

A Play for Young Au di ences
For 3 Women

(may be ex panded with “stagehand” roles)

CHAR AC TERS

LIT TLE GIRL: A small girl, about 10 years old. Re cently
moved to Heretown from Thereville. Loves books and
to ma toes.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND: Older, richer and girlier than Lit -
tle Girl. Has al ways lived in Heretown. Loves Bar bies
and clothes.

TO MATO PLANT GIRL: A to mato spirit who ap pears in
Heretown in the shape of a girl. Does not un der stand
Heretown’s rules.

VOICE OF BOSSY BEST FRIEND’S MOTHER

SETTING: Heretown, a small Amer i can town where for -
eign ers are sus pi cious and rules are im por tant.

TIME: Sum mer time.

Set re quire ments: Sim ple tourable set, props.
Ap prox i mate run ning time: 60 min utes
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TO MATO PLANT GIRL

SCENE 1

SETTING: The ac tion takes place in a make shift gar den.
The gar den is a fenced va cant lot on a small-town res i -
den tial street. It be longs to LIT TLE GIRL and BOSSY
BEST FRIEND. Mostly BOSSY BEST FRIEND. There
are two to mato plants in the gar den. One is dry and
wilted. A sign be side it says: “DO NOT TOUCH!” The
other is healthy and green, with a sin gle young to mato.

AT RISE: We hear the sound of quick, rhyth mic tick ing.
BOSSY BEST FRIEND en ters. Ev ery thing matches on
BOSSY BEST FRIEND: her cute sum mer dress, the big
bow in her hair, her bag. She car ries a para sol to shade 
her from the sun. BOSSY BEST FRIEND looks around
the gar den. Takes a deep breath. Smiles. Con sults her
big plas tic watch.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Four fifty-eight and thirty sec onds.

(She straight ens her bow. Looks back at her watch.)
Four fifty-eight and forty-eight sec onds.
Four fifty-eight and forty-nine sec onds.

(She looks off, then back at her watch.)
Four fifty-eight and fifty-two sec onds. Fifty-three.

Fifty-four. Fifty—
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(LIT TLE GIRL runs in, ex cited and anx ious. She wears
over all shorts, a T-shirt and a hat. She car ries a big
book, Tales of To matoes, with a to mato on the cover.)

LIT TLE GIRL
Five? Is it five o’clock?

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND holds out her watch, points at it, 
then hides it, fast. She’s ly ing.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
And 10 sec onds.
You’re late!

LIT TLE GIRL 
I was read ing!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You’re late.

LIT TLE GIRL
About to ma toes! (Holding out the book.) Grandma gave it
to me. When she was alive.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Poor dear. Put it out of your mind.

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND tries to take the book. LIT TLE
GIRL holds on.)

LIT TLE GIRL
We could read to the plants!
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BOSSY BEST FRIEND
It is not time to read!
Give me the book now, Booknose. Please.

(LIT TLE GIRL lets BOSSY BEST FRIEND take the
book. BOSSY BEST FRIEND puts it with her things.)

LIT TLE GIRL
Grandma used to read to me.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Well, maybe you’ll meet my grandma some day. 

LIT TLE GIRL
Really?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
If you’re a very good friend. We’ll see. 
Now hurry. We’re late for your fa vor ite game!

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND smiles and claps twice.)
Mother May I!

(LIT TLE GIRL, who does like this game, walks sev eral
paces away from BOSSY BEST FRIEND and turns to
face her.)

Ready?
Good. Two queenly curt sies.

LIT TLE GIRL
Mother may I?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Yes you may.
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(LIT TLE GIRL curt sies twice.)
Lovely!
Three bal le rina twirls.

LIT TLE GIRL
Mother may I?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Yes you may.

(LIT TLE GIRL does three twirls.)
Gor geous!
Five gi ant steps.

LIT TLE GIRL
Mother may I?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Yes you may.

(LIT TLE GIRL starts gi ant-step ping to ward BOSSY
BEST FRIEND.)

Back ward.
(LIT TLE GIRL freezes mid-step, then steps back ward
with the same foot, al most los ing her bal ance. She does
the five steps.)

Now hop eight times on your lefthand foot.
For ward. Hurry up!

LIT TLE GIRL
Mother may I?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Yes you may.
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(LIT TLE GIRL starts to hop. BOSSY BEST FRIEND in -
ter rupts.)

Now stand on your tippy tip toes and eat dirt!
(LIT TLE GIRL quickly picks up some dirt, stands on tip -
toe, and starts to bring the dirt to her lips.)

Ha! Quit, silly girl! We don’t eat dirt!

LIT TLE GIRL (freezes)
I for got.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Poor Booknose. Still—you did very well.
You get a gold star!

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND takes a big gold star from her
pocket and sticks it on LIT TLE GIRL’s fore head.)

Ta-da!

(They do a very proper “buddy” hand shake.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND, LIT TLE GIRL
Best friends for ever—Num ber One!

(LIT TLE GIRL smiles proudly and curt sies, re mov ing her
hat. As she does, she feels the sun on her face and hair.)

LIT TLE GIRL
Mmmm.

(She closes her eyes, stretches up ward, breathes.)
The sun!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Booknose! Care ful! The ultraviolent rays!
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LIT TLE GIRL
But—

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Sun burn is wrong! Put on your hat!

(LIT TLE GIRL puts on her hat.)
Now. What time is it?

LIT TLE GIRL
Book time!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
No—

LIT TLE GIRL
To mato plant time!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
No. Not five-fif teen.
What time is it?

LIT TLE GIRL
Barbie.

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND smiles, snaps her fin gers once.
LIT TLE GIRL gets in place for the game. BOSSY BEST
FRIEND takes out two Bar bies. One wears a fancy
dress. The other wears a plain dress and has bad hair.
BOSSY BEST FRIEND hands the lat ter Barbie to LIT -
TLE GIRL.)
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BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You’re this one.

LIT TLE GIRL
I know. 

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND and LIT TLE GIRL place their
Bar bies in stiff stand ing po si tions.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
One-two-three!

(Both speak, in quick rhythm, as their Bar bies.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Dena!

LIT TLE GIRL
Lena!

(The Bar bies cheek-kiss loudly, three times. Rhythm:
“Dena! Lena! Kiss kiss kiss!”)

LIT TLE GIRL
How are you?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Just grand!

LIT TLE GIRL
And your job?
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BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Un sur passed!

LIT TLE GIRL
And your boy friends?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Ooh la!

LIT TLE GIRL
You look lovely.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Can’t hear you!

LIT TLE GIRL
Just lovely.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Why thanks.
Are you wear ing that dress to my party to night?

LIT TLE GIRL
Of course.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
But it’s ugly!

LIT TLE GIRL
Oh. Then I’ll wear—a satin ball gown with rose pet ti coats!
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BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You can’t have a new dress!

LIT TLE GIRL (as her self)
But I’ve got a gold star!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND (as her Barbie)
Guess all the young beaus will be look ing at me!

LIT TLE GIRL
Beaus?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Young beaus. At the party! The boys!

LIT TLE GIRL
Oh.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You’re jeal ous! 

LIT TLE GIRL (mat ter of fact)
I’m not.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Yes you are.

LIT TLE GIRL (as be fore)
No. You can go. I’ll read.

(LIT TLE GIRL reaches for her book. BOSSY BEST
FRIEND stops her, snatches her Barbie.)
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BOSSY BEST FRIEND (as her self)
Your Barbie loves par ties and would die for a beau. Your
Barbie wants what my Barbie wants but my Barbie can
have it and your Barbie can’t. That’s the game! Now what
do you say?

LIT TLE GIRL
I’m sorry.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
What time is it?

LIT TLE GIRL
To mato plant—

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
NO!! 

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND com poses her self to lec ture.)
Booknose: who were you three months ago?

(LIT TLE GIRL starts to speak.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You were no one. You were the new girl, just moved here
from Thereville. Al ways alone—read ing, walk ing, talk ing
to plants…till I found you and told you: you need a friend.
I taught you not to act like a (low ers her voice) for eigner.

(LIT TLE GIRL gasps at the word. BOSSY BEST FRIEND
points to LIT TLE GIRL; LIT TLE GIRL re cites the def i ni -
tion with mil i tary pre ci sion.)
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LIT TLE GIRL
For eigner: Any one who looks acts speaks ap pears seems or 
sug gests them selves to be in any way dif fer ent from the
glo ri ous ways of the vir tu ous peo ple of Heretown!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You’re lucky I’ve taught you. Don’t for get to play right.
You’re this one.

(She holds out LIT TLE GIRL’s Barbie. LIT TLE GIRL looks 
at her, does n’t take it.)

What?

LIT TLE GIRL (mat ter of fact)
It’s to mato plant time.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You’re this one!

LIT TLE GIRL
It’s time! It’s past five-fif teen!

(Re luc tantly, BOSSY BEST FRIEND checks her watch.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND (an noyed)
All right. No Barbie.

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND puts the Bar bies in the bag.)
You’ll do better next time. Now—

LIT TLE GIRL
Now for the glo ri ous har vest! Hur rah!

(LIT TLE GIRL starts to run to ward her planter.)
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BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Hold your lit tle po nies. 

(LIT TLE GIRL stops.)
We go at the same time. Re mem ber?

(Slowly, the two turn to gether to ward the gar den plots
and walk to ward them. They stand in front of their re -
spec tive gar den plots. Both gasp.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND.
Oh! This can’t be right!

LIT TLE GIRL
Wow. Vel vet green leaves and flow ers of gold! 
Look! Come look.

BOSSY BEST FRIEND (ap proaches the plant)
Well, Lit tle Girl. What a beau ti ful plant.
Look at mine.

LIT TLE GIRL
Oh! It’s—um, it’s—

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Dead. It’s dead.
It’s all your fault.

LIT TLE GIRL
My fault?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND (mock ing her)
“Put it in the sun!”
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LIT TLE GIRL
Sun’s good for them! 

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
It’s with ered!

LIT TLE GIRL
Did you wa ter it?

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
What? 

LIT TLE GIRL
Plants need wa ter!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Since when?

LIT TLE GIRL
I told you! 

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You don’t wa ter yours.

LIT TLE GIRL
I do.

(BOSSY BEST FRIEND is shocked. LIT TLE GIRL re al -
izes she said the wrong thing.)

BOSSY BEST FRIEND 
You’ve been com ing in se cret to wa ter your plant?
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LIT TLE GIRL
To make sure it lived. 

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
And make sure mine died!

LIT TLE GIRL
No!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
You did n’t wa ter my plant.

LIT TLE GIRL
You said never touch it! You said “DO NOT TOUCH!” 

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
Give me your plant.

LIT TLE GIRL (shocked)
I could n’t!

BOSSY BEST FRIEND
If I had a gor geous green plant, Lit tle Girl, and yours was
wilted and with ered and dead, I’d give you my plant if you 
wanted it.

(LIT TLE GIRL says noth ing.)
Lit tle Girl?

LIT TLE GIRL 
I would n’t want that.
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