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Agatha Christie Made Me Do It

Murder mystery/Comedy. By Eddie Cope. Cast: 6m., 5w. This funny 
three-act spoof of the mystery play set box-office records in its nine-
performance premiere as the annual melodrama at the Theatre 
Suburbia in Houston, Texas, followed by numerous performances 
on the dinner theatre circuit. Police Officer Hootspah decided that 
writing about crime is better than his real-life job of dealing with 
it on the street. He takes Agatha Christie’s murder mysteries as his 
model and starts out. In spite of Hootspah’s constant bumbling and 
ineptness, the characters he creates take over, and the story that 
emerges is funny. For example, the main character is a playboy type 
who wakes up from two days of “sleeping it off ” to discover that 
he has two brides and a fiancée. It’s funny and suspenseful—we 
are not only kept guessing who committed the murder but also 
kept wondering why the corpse keeps disappearing ... and where! 
A lively addition to any season—for all groups. One int. set (city 
apartment). Costumes: modern clothes. Approximate running time: 
100 minutes. Code: AG5.
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*** NOTICE ***

The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclusively by 
FAMILY PLAYS without whose permission in writing no performance of it 
may be given. Royalty must be paid every time a play is performed whether 
or not it is presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A 
play is performed any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty 
rates, applications and restrictions may be found at our website www.Family-
Plays.com, or we may be contacted by mail at: FAMILY PLAYS, 311 Wash-
ington St., Woodstock, IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S AGENT 
THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law provides authors 
with a fair return for their creative efforts. Authors earn their living from the 
royalties they receive from book sales and from the performance of their 
work. Conscientious observance of copyright law is not only ethical, it en-
courages authors to continue their creative work. This work is fully protected 
by copyright. No alterations, deletions or substitutions may be made in the 
work without the prior written consent of the publisher. No part of this work 
may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopy, recording, videotape, film, or any informa-
tion storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the pub-
lisher. It may not be performed either by professionals or amateurs without 
payment of royalty. All rights, including, but not limited to, the professional, 
motion picture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, tabloid, recita-
tion, lecturing, publication and reading, are reserved. 

© 1975 by 
EDDIE COPE

Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved

(AGATHA CHRISTIE MADE ME DO IT)

ISBN: 978-0-88680-001-7

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this play which 
are in copyright, the permission of the copyright owners must be obtained or other 
songs and recordings in the public domain substituted.
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IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

All producers of the play must give credit to the author(s) of the play in all 
programs distributed in connection with performances of the play and in all 
instances in which the title of the play appears for purposes of advertising, 
publicizing or otherwise exploiting the play and/or a production. The name 
of the author(s) must also appear on a separate line, on which no other name 
appears, immediately following the title, and must appear in size of type not 
less than fifty percent the size of the title type. Biographical information on 
the author(s), if included in the playbook, may be used in all programs. In all 
programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with 
Family Plays of Woodstock, Illinois”
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