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The Thread That
Runs So True

Com edy. From the book by Jesse Stu art. Adapted by
Reginald Law rence. Cast: 12m., 16w. Jesse is still in his
teens when he takes on the job of teacher in Lone some
Val ley School. Many of his stu dents are older than he, and
cer tainly those in the clique led by the school bully are
big ger and tougher. They are there to have a place to go
while the work on the farm is slack, and they in tend to
have fun bait ing the green horn teacher. Among the stu -
dents are a few who re spond to Jesse’s en thu si asm for ed -
u ca tion; yet even with these he meets op po si tion. Their
par ents re sent his en cour ag ing their sons to seek fur ther
ed u ca tion, since this might de prive them of farm hands.
The school bully be comes the leader of the op po si tion,
and the en mity be tween him and Jesse is keener be cause
both are in ter ested in Na omi, the lovely girl who sings (for 
Jesse) the old bal lad from which the ti tle is taken: “The
nee dle’s eye that doth sup ply the thread that runs so true.”
Their prob lems in ter weave with oth ers: the school board’s 
fight about whether Jesse keeps his job or not; the box-
 sup per auc tions; the con test with the “city” school in a
neigh bor ing small town. It’s a play full of wit, fla vor ful
moun tain eer char ac ters, and true ro mance in all its youth -
ful sweet ness. Unit set show ing int./ext.
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