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Toys Take Over... (T46)

Fame

Drama. Based on the screen play by Chris to pher Gore. Con ceived by
Da vid De Silva. Adapted by Chris to pher Sergel. Cast: 9m., 15w. (ex tras
as de sired.) “You want fame? Well, fame costs. And right here is where
you start pay ing.” “Right here” is the School of Per forming Arts in New
York City, and the first prob lem for the hun dreds of young peo ple ea ger to 
start pay ing their dues in pur suit of fame in the per form ing arts is to get
ac cepted. As the play be gins, the school is in the midst of au di tion ing ap -
pli cants. They’re ev ery size, shape and at ti tude. They’re scared, they’re
brave, they’re rich and they’re poor. They’ve got noth ing in com mon but
a com pel ling dream—and each pur sues it in a spe cial way just as each
must deal with the spe cial prob lems of their var i ous lives: Do ris, pushed
and prod ded by her stage mother, has to learn to be beau ti ful on her own.
Mont gom ery has to come to terms with his lone li ness, his con sid er able
tal ent and his need for a friend. Ralph must deal with his in ten sity and an -
ger that threaten to drive him to the same fate that claimed his idol
Freddie Prinze. Coco knows it all too quickly. Mi chael is so hand some
and tal ented it would seem im pos si ble for him to fail. Bruno, liv ing with
the mu sic in his head and in tol er ant of the “moldie old ies” (such as Mo -
zart), frus trates his teacher who hates his at ti tude but ad mires his tal ent.
Leroy, an an gry young man from the ghetto, is street wise but a scho las tic
di sas ter whose pas sion for danc ing could trans form his life—if he’d al -
low it. The dra matic riches ex plored and de vel oped in this play as the var -
i ous stu dents in ter act with each other and with their teach ers—who must
pres ent a tough ex te rior but who care so very much—cre ate an ex cit ing
the at ri cal tap es try in this use ful and ful fill ing play. Like the School of
Per forming Arts, this play goes to the es sence of young peo ple and of
thea tre. While this is a play and not a mu si cal, there is some mu sic and
some danc ing, though this may be adapted to suit the par tic u lar tal ents of
your per form ers. Area stag ing.
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