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The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclu
sively by THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without 
whose permission in writing no performance of it may be given. Roy
alty must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is 
presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is 
performed any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty 
rates, applications and restrictions may be found at our Web site: 
www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be contacted by mail at: 
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 
60098. 

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S 
AGENT THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law 
provides authors with a fair return for their creative efforts. Authors 
earn their living from the royalties they receive from book sales and 
from the performance of their work. Conscientious observance of 
copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue 
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No al
terations, deletions or substitutions may be made in the work without 
the prior written consent of the publisher. No part of this work may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopy, recording, videotape, film, or any 
information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writ
ing from the publisher. It may not be performed either by profession
als or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, but 
not limited to, the professional, motion picture, radio, television, vid
eotape, foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and 
reading, are reserved. In all programs this notice must appear: 
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A Change of Pace first appeared in Ms magazine in 1974 

and had its first production at the Déjà vu Playhouse in 

Hollywood, Calif., in 1985. It was directed by Raymond 

Cole, and featured Shannon Sullivan and David Hunt 

Stafford. Subsequent readings of the play have been per

formed at Food for Thought, the dramatic reading series at 

the National Arts Club in New York City, featuring Daniel 

McDonald and four different actresses—Judith Light, 

Marlo Thomas, Barbara Feldon and Betty Buckley. 

CHARACTERS 

JERRY: 

An attractive couple in their 40s. 

MARGO: 

SETTING: A bedroom. 

TIME: The present. 
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AT THE CURTAIN: JERRY and MARGO are lying in 

bed in each other’s arms. After a while: 

JERRY. Margo? 

MARGO (sleepily). Mmmmmm? 

JERRY. You still up? 

MARGO (muttering). What is it? 

JERRY. Nothing…I was just lying here thinking… 

(Pause.) Have you ever cheated on me? (MARGO 

doesn’t answer. We listen to her breathing.) I mean… 

what right have I to assume you haven’t? What right 

have I to be so sure of you? Especially now… Back to 

school after all these years…your whole life centered 

around the kids…around the house…around me. You 

must be coming into contact with all kinds of new peo

ple…all kinds of opportunities. (Pause.) …Are you? 

MARGO (in her sleep). Am I what? 

JERRY. Meeting new people… Having an affair. 

MARGO (turning over, making herself comfortable). I’ll 

tell you in the morning. 

(She goes to sleep. JERRY looks at her, then to him

self:) 

JERRY. Some English professor who’s told you you have 

a talent for writing…a profound understanding of the 

human heart. Some kid…with a tattoo and an earring in 

his nipple—who punctuates your every word, your ev

ery breath with wow…and cool…and like that’s really 

deep, man. (A sigh.) Well, it was inevitable, I guess. 
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