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tle of the mu si cal ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth -
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owner and dramatizer/com poser must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on
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The Kid Who Ran for Pres i dent was first pro duced at
Rain bow Com pany Chil dren’s Thea tre, in Las Ve gas, Ne -
vada, 2008, with the fol low ing: 

The Cast:

Judson Moon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Guinn
Lane Brainard . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ryan Meservey
Abby Goldstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kassidy Hulsey
Chelsea Daniels . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Delancey Prince
Ar thur Krantz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin Dort

School mates
    Andi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Molly Rautenstrauch
    Scarlett . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Caitlyn Cypher
    Ellie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Haley Sev er ance
    Mil ton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris Marcellus
    Claire. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aishe Keita
    Benjamin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alec TerBerg
Mom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nancy Marcellus
Dad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Clark
Mrs. June Syers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar tha Wat son
Pete Guerra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Con nolly

Lem on ade Kids
    Char lotte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kayla Royster
    Izzi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Keanini
    Dean . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ol i ver Kompst
    Mac . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Caylen Saito
    Dani . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brianna Lehtinen
    Brad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lucas Reilly
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    Mary May . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grace Ja cob son
    Jane Ma rie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tiffanne LeMay
Bobbie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davasha Frank lin
Kath er ine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Donna TerBerg
De bate Mod er a tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jackie Shick
Sen a tor Dunn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael But ton
Pres i dent White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Stinson
Roger Honeywell . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael But ton
Agent Doe . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jose An thony
White House Pe ti tion ers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jackie Shick

Tim Hiedorn
Grace Geldmacher

Dig ni tar ies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Davansha Frank lin
Grace Geldmacher

Tim Heidorn
Kayla Royster

Joel Ruud
Jackie Shick

Donna TerBerg
Raul Trujillo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jose An thony
“The Hard Good bye” Band
   Joey Hines – Gui tar
   Mi chael Hines – Bass Gui tar
   Joe Cottone – Key board

The Pro duc tion Staff:

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Kral
Mu sic Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Cottone
As sis tant Mu sic Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joey Hines
Cho re og ra pher . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ka ren McKenney
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Set/Prop De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kris Van Riper
Light ing De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jody Caley
Cos tume De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vic to ria Shaffer
Sound De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J Neal
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Michaela Geldmacher
Back stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mad i son Tucky
Asst. Back stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alex Krabiel
Pro gram De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kris Van Riper

The Tech ni cal Crews:

Set/Prop Crew . . . . . . . Chelsee Bergen, Conrad Kaufman,
Alex Krabiel, Stefan Mar tin, Braxton Matthews,

Mad i son Tucky
Cos tume Crew. . . . . . . . . . . . . Grant Nordine, Jared Rush,

Me lissa Stinson, Marlon Travis
Light Crew. . . . . . . . . . . Kourtny Cherry, Lauren Harmon,

Shan non Lutz, Alexis Phillips
Sound Crew . . . . . . . . . . . . Kyle Duenas, Allison Harmon,

Natasha Lejbman
Usher Crew . . . . . . . . . . . Jenaisy Alfonso, Kendra Arado,

Sean Harasti, Myah Phillips

* * * *

Spe cial thanks to:

Brian Kral, Ka ren McKenney, Joe Cottone,
Dan Gutman and Jeff Rhodes.
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The Kid Who Ran for Pres i dent

Char ac ters:

JUDSON MOON (m)
LANE BRAINARD (m)
DAD (m)
AR THUR KRANTZ (m)
JUNE SYERS (f)
CHELSEA DANIELS (f)
ABBY GOLDSTEIN (f)
MOM (f)
PETE GUERRA (m/f)
ROGER HONEYWELL (m/f)
AGENT DOE (m/f)
OP ER A TOR/CAM ERA MAN/ME DIA (m/f)
KID (m/f)
PRE MIER OF CHINA (m/f)
SEC RE TARY OF DE FENSE (m/f)
GUEST (m/f)

Cast Dou bling (11 Ac tors Min i mum):

JUDSON (m)
LANE (m)
CHELSEA (f)
ABBY (f)
MRS. SYERS (f)
DAD (m)
MOM (f)
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GUERRA / PRE MIER OF CHINA / SEC RE TARY OF
    DE FENSE (m/f)
OP ER A TOR / CAM ERA MAN / ME DIA / ROGER
    HONEYWELL (m/f)
AR THUR / GUEST (m)
KID / AGENT DOE (m/f)

Notes:

Any ref er ence to place (ie. Mad i son, Wis.) may be re placed
with city of pro duc tion.

For larger casts, lines may be di vided to ac com mo date more ac -
tors.

The pac ing should be fast and tran si tions smooth with lit tle to
no black outs.

Time: The Pres ent.

Mu si cal Num bers:

1.  “This Is My Coun try”
2.  “Change the World”
3.  “Lem on ade Stand”
4.  “Please Hold”
5.  “Night mare Song”
6.  “Wel come to the Big House”
7.  “Just How I Came to Be”
8.  “Gonna Use My Voice”
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ACT I

(LIGHTS UP on JUDSON. Ev ery one en ters and sur -
rounds him like an au di ence at a rock con cert.)

(SONG #1 STARTS: “This Is My Coun try.”)

   JUDSON (sing ing).                       ALL (chant ing).
This is my coun try!                          This is my coun try!
This is my sound!                             This is my sound!
And the party don’t stop!                 And the party don’t stop!
Un til the house co mes down!         Un til the house co mes down!
This is my coun try!                          This is my coun try!
Land of the free!                               Land of the free!
So lay down the beat!                      So lay down the beat!
And rock the party!                          And rock the party!

                        LANE (spo ken in rhythm).
This is my coun try, this is my sound
I’m gonna drop the beat un til the house co mes down
The new gen er a tion replacin’ the na tion 
Our fi nal des ti na tion is facin’ cer tain elim i na tion
Un less a new cre ation can change our made minds
And hard times with out dimes can re wind and draw new lines
We may find that our fore fa thers knew best
So party on, friends, when you feel it in your chest, ’cause

   JUDSON (sing ing).                           ALL (chant ing).
This is my coun try!                          This is my coun try!
This is my sound!                             This is my sound!
And the party don’t stop!                 And the party don’t stop!
Un til the house co mes down!           Un til the house co mes down!
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This is my coun try!                          This is my coun try!
Land of the free!                               Land of the free!
So lay down the beat!                      So lay down the beat!
And rock the party!                          And rock the party!

                       LANE (spo ken in rhythm).
This is my coun try land of my birth
Livin’ in the free world grand est on earth
Takin’ the old rhyme and give it a new beat
The 4-4 time that you’re feelin’ in your feet!
Old guys in dis guise will sur prise and ad vise
The new eyes that will com pro mise the old lies and with them

dies 
The old way of thought, ’cause our time is here if you’re ready

or not! ’Cause,

   JUDSON (sing ing).                           ALL (chant ing).
This is my coun try!                          This is my coun try!
This is my sound!                             This is my sound!
And the party don’t stop!                 And the party don’t stop!
Un til the house co mes down!           Un til the house co mes down!
This is my coun try!                          This is my coun try!
Land of the free!                               Land of the free!
So lay down the beat!                      So lay down the beat!
And rock the party!                          And rock the party!
(Re peat cho rus.)

(ALL cheer then freeze, ex cept for JUDSON.)

JUDSON. Hi! My name is Judson Moon. I’m twelve years
old and I’m run ning for pres i dent of the YOU-nited
States. It’s been an ex cit ing year. Some times I won der
my self how we got this far, but we did. Maybe we
should re wind a lit tle bit and get the full story. 

(CAST re winds and ex its. LANE en ters with two Nin -
tendo con trol lers. SCENE SHIFTS to LANE and
JUDSON at home.)

10 The Kid Who Ran for Pres i dent Act I
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JUDSON. It’s been so busy that I can hardly re mem ber
how it all be gan. It started as just a goofy lit tle idea
dreamed up by my best friend, Lane Brainard, with an
em pha sis on the “brain.” He and I were down in my
base ment play ing Nintendo when we first came up with
the idea of a kid run ning for pres i dent.

LANE. Are you re ally com ing up with those com bos or are 
you just push ing but tons?

JUDSON. I’m win ning, that’s all I know.
LANE. You’re just push ing but tons faster than I can push

them.
JUDSON. Right…also known as win ning!
LANE. You are as clue less as the pres i dent.
JUDSON. Oh brother…not the po lit i cal in sults again. I can 

never un der stand what you’re say ing when you talk pol i -
tics.

LANE. I was watch ing “Meet the Press” be fore you came
over…it’s been on my mind.

JUDSON. You’re the only sixth-grader I know who
watches that.

LANE. What can I say? I’m a ge nius.
JUDSON. Good thing pol i tics aren’t de cided over video

games or I would be king.
LANE. You mean you’d be the ma jor ity. Ter mi nol ogy

makes you sound smarter.
JUDSON. Yes. We all know that you’re smarter than me,

Lane.
LANE. I can’t wait to see some one on that show say some -

thing that I don’t al ready know. If I had po lit i cal con trol, 
I would make some real changes. 

JUDSON. Like what?

Act I The Kid Who Ran for Pres i dent 11

© The Dramatic Publishing Company



LANE. Like what? Like ed u ca tion rights for stu dents,
green house gas ses, un em ploy ment and teach ers’ sal a ries!

JUDSON. What do you know about those things?
LANE. I know enough to know they need to change.
JUDSON. But the pres i dent is fix ing that, right?
LANE. No, be cause he is n’t as smart as me. He is n’t even

as smart as you! You know who should be run ning this
coun try, Moon? A kid.

JUDSON. You mean like a baby goat…aren’t they called
kids?

LANE. Think about it, Moon. A kid runs for pres i dent in
the next elec tion and be comes the most pow er ful per son
in the en tire world! What a riot!

JUDSON. Riot…good word for it, ’cause I think that’s
what would hap pen.

LANE. No, I’m se ri ous. I think this is a good idea. 
JUDSON. Well, you con vinced me. I’d vote for you.
LANE. I was n’t think ing about me.
JUDSON. But you’re the smart est guy in the en tire world.

You’re gonna give raises and fix pol lu tion.
LANE. Yeah, but peo ple don’t want a smart pres i dent, they 

want a pres i dent that makes them feel good. Don’t you
re mem ber Clinton’s blue jean cam paign?

JUDSON. I don’t think I was alive then.
LANE. Wait a sec ond, wait a sec ond…Moon, YOU should 

run for pres i dent.
JUDSON. Very funny, Lane. The only votes I get are for

class clown!
LANE. Moon, you’re per fect. Peo ple like you. You make

’em laugh. You put ’em at ease. You’ve got a power
name…Judson Moon…Pres i dent Moon. You’re the
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All-Amer i can boy. You’re tall. You’ve got good hair.
It’s even parted on the side like a pol i ti cian.

JUDSON. I was think ing about get ting some dreds. Dreds
are cool.

LANE. Moon, fo cus! I’m se ri ous.
JUDSON. I know. You should n’t be. It’s crazy.

(SONG #2 STARTS: “Change the World.”)
        (Half di a logue, half sing ing.)

LANE.
Can you imagine a world where you were in charge?
Can you imagine the things you’d do?

JUDSON.
Can you imagine the laughter we’d hear from our

friends?
This idea is crazy like you.

LANE.
But just think of the power you’d hold in your hand.
Everyone listens and does what you say.

JUDSON.
My parents would kill me, you don’t understand
I wouldn’t be alive to see Election Day.

LANE.
I don’t like your tone.

JUDSON.
I’ll try to sing on key.
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LANE.
You aren’t even giving this a chance.
If you sit down and shut up I’ll show you the things
You could do with a flick or a glance.

(Sung.)
Let’s talk about money first.
The president makes more and more each year.
He’s got maids and butlers, too.
Am I starting to get your ear?
You could have parties in the White House, rock the

place and then 
If you ever want to be on TV I’m sure they could fit

you in.
You could change the world,
Everything you want to do and more.
You could change the world,
So, all I have to say is what are you waiting for?

JUDSON. Slow down a min ute. I know that look in your
eye. You’re se ri ous about this.

LANE. Think about it, Moon, a kid pres i dent. You could
make laws that abol ish home work for ever!

JUDSON. But I don’t know any thing about pol i tics.
LANE. It’s all right. I do. I can be your cam paign man ager. 

All you have to do is be your self and watch the magic
hap pen. (Sings.)

You could make a new law, Moon

JUDSON.
One that gives everybody hope.
I can meet the queen of England
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LANE.
You could be best friends with the pope.
You could ride Air Force One to the Bahamas for the

weekend
Plus movie stars and friends with cars will want to be 

your best friend.

BOTH.
We could change the world,
Front-row seats at Fenway just for fun.
We could change the world
Our face will be on money when we’re done.

(MOM and DAD en ter.)

JUDSON. Mom, Dad, I’ve been giv ing it a lot of thought
and I’ve de cided to run for pres i dent of the United
States.

DAD. Not un til you mow the lawn you’re not!
MOM. That sounds fun, dear!
JUDSON. Can I bor row five hun dred dol lars to fi nance my 

cam paign?
DAD. No.
JUDSON. Did you ever run for any thing when you were

young, Dad?
DAD. Yeah, the bus.
JUDSON. So it’s okay with you?
DAD. Sure!
JUDSON. Mom, is it okay if I go out side and get hit by

light ning?
MOM. As long as no body gets hurt, dear.

Act I The Kid Who Ran for Pres i dent 15

© The Dramatic Publishing Company



(MOM and DAD exit.)

BOTH (sing).
We could change the world,
Everything we want to do and more.
We could change the world
November is calling us, what are we waiting for?
We could change it!

LANE. All right, First things first. I am go ing to man age
this cam paign, right?

JUDSON. Sure.
LANE. But that means that I’m in charge. I call the shots. I 

tell you what to do, what to wear, what to say and when
to say it. Is that okay with you?

JUDSON. Sure.
LANE. Ex cel lent. We’ve got a lot to talk about. (He pro -

duces a clip board from out of no where.)
JUDSON. Are you sure the base ment is se cure? Are you

sure we’re not be ing bugged?
LANE. I like the way you han dle your self at school. Keep

that up. Don’t be afraid to be your self.
JUDSON. But I feel stu pid when peo ple ask me about pol i -

tics!
LANE. Feel ing stu pid is good, look ing stu pid is bad. It’s

more im por tant for you to look as if you know what
you’re talk ing about than it is for you to ac tu ally know
what you’re talk ing about. In a se ri ous dis cus sion of the
is sues, you’re a dead man.

JUDSON. That’s en cour ag ing.
LANE. First things first, I’ll have to go to the mall this af -

ter noon and get two thousand sig na tures on a pe ti tion.
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JUDSON. Two thou sand? Why so many?
LANE. ’Cause that’s how many you need to get on the bal -

lot for an elec tion. Next, are you a Re pub li can or a
Dem o crat?

JUDSON. How should I know? We did n’t learn them yet
in so cial stud ies. Why can’t I just run as me?

LANE. Why can’t you just run as you? It’s bril liant.
You’re an in de pend ent! Con grat u la tions.

JUDSON. Thanks.
LANE. You’re wel come. What about a run ning mate?
JUDSON. I don’t jog.
LANE. Your run ning mate is your vice pres i den tial can di -

date, lame brain.
JUDSON. Why don’t you be my run ning mate, Lame Lane?
LANE. I’ll be too busy run ning your cam paign. You want

to pick some body who is very dif fer ent from your self.
That way, peo ple who don’t like you but do like him
will vote for you any way.

JUDSON. How about my dad?
LANE. You can’t have your dad be your vice pres i dent.
JUDSON. What about Ar thur Krantz?
LANE. No body likes that kid.
JUDSON. I know who would make a good run ning mate!

June Syers!
LANE. Who’s that?
JUDSON. You know. The old lady who’s al ways sit ting on 

her porch.
LANE. I love it!
JUDSON. You do?
LANE. We al ready have the youth vote. The old lady will

give us the el derly vote, the dis abled vote, and she’ll
give us a killer slo gan too!…“Moon and June.”
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JUDSON. I like it.
LANE. You’re bril liant, Moon! An ab so lute ge nius!
JUDSON. This is easy!
LANE. We should talk about the first babe.
JUDSON. The first babe?
LANE. Be hind ev ery great man stands a great woman. We

need to find one to stand be hind you!
JUDSON. That’s easy. Abby Goldstein.
LANE. Moon…I don’t know if Abby fits your im age.
JUDSON. What im age? I don’t even have an im age!
LANE. Well, the im age that we want to give you. I’m not

say ing there’s some thing wrong…she’s just a lit tle too… 
um…nor mal. It would n’t hurt to have a real knock out to 
get some at ten tion. What do you think of Chelsea
Daniels?

JUDSON. I don’t even know her.
LANE. But you know of her, right?
JUDSON. Yes.
LANE. So does ev ery one else. It’s a good idea. Trust me.

I’m your cam paign man ager, re mem ber?
JUDSON. How could I for get?

(School bell rings. CHELSEA en ters.))

CHELSEA. Oh, hi! I’m sorry, I don’t know your name. 
JUDSON. Judson, Judson Moon.
CHELSEA. Hi, Judson Moon. 
JUDSON. Can I ask you a ques tion, Chelsea? See, I’m run -

ning for pres i dent—
CHELSEA. Of stu dent coun cil?
JUDSON. No. Of the YOU-nited States! And I was won -

der ing if you would help with my cam paign.
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