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Musical. Book and Lyrics by Judith Viorst. 
Music by Shelly Markham.
Cast: 4m., 3w. playing several roles. Alexander is having a bad 
day. A terrible day, A terrible, horrible day. To be quite honest, 
it’s a terrible, horrible, no good, very bad day. But then, every-
body has bad days, sometimes. In this delightful adaptation of her 
popular children’s book, Judith Viorst sets Alexander’s rather try-
ing life to music and brings to the stage one of America’s feistiest 
characters. Not only does Alexander wake up with gum in his hair, 
but his mother forgets to pack him dessert, and his best friend 
decides he’s not his best friend anymore. And if that’s not bad 
enough, Alexander’s brothers don’t have any cavities but — he 
does. And just when it can’t get any worse, there are lima beans for 
supper and —yuck! — kissing on TV. It is enough to make anyone 
want to go to Australia. Alexander’s struggles with life’s daily dra-
mas will not only entertain but educate young audiences as they 
identify with Alexander and the obstacles he encounters, encour-
aging them to share their feelings and to realize that bad days hap-
pen — even in Australia. Commissioned and premiered by the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts. Area staging.
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WHAT PEO PLE ARE SAY ING about Al ex an der and the Ter ri -
ble, Hor ri ble, No Good, Very Bad Day…

“De light fully funny! The show sold out al most as soon as we
ad ver tised it.”  Carey Cahoon,

Pal ace Pro fes sional Chil dren’s Thea tre,
Man ches ter, N.H.

“Al ex an der… is an en ter tain ing mu si cal—tre men dously pop u lar
with young ones—most of whom know the orig i nal by heart.
Very faith ful and very funny—a huge suc cess for our chil dren’s
thea tre.”  Chuck Minsker,

First Stage The ater Com pany,
Hun ting ton, W.V.

“Al ex an der… is a sure-fire au di ence-pleaser. With its de light ful
tunes and fun char ac ters, it is a show that reaches all age groups 
from pre-K to grown ups. Our au di ences loved it!”

Julie Condy,
Stage to Stage Inc.,

New Or leans, La.
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PLAY WRIGHT’S NOTE

If you’re us ing the ad di tional songs “Since Hanna Moved
Away” and “First Day of School,” and you’re add ing two
ex tra char ac ters, I sug gest you do so as fol lows:

Page 29, af ter Aud rey sings and is ap plauded:

MRS. DICK ENS. Beau ti fully sung, Aud rey. All right,
Elliott, it’s your turn. What’s the name of your song?

ELLIOTT. “First Day of School.” 

[ELLIOTT sings “First Day of School.”]

MRS. DICK ENS. I think you worry too much, Elliott.
Now, Becky and Al ex an der, you were go ing to sing
some thing to gether?

[Con tinue as is till page 32. Add this to MRS. DICK ENS’
di a logue af ter “…tune ful.”]

MRS. DICK ENS. …tune ful. Chris tine, I be lieve you’re
next.

CHRIS TINE. I am, and my song is “Since Hanna Moved
Away.”

[CHRIS TINE sings “Since Hanna Moved Away.”]

MRS. DICK ENS. Thank you, Chris tine, that—

[PAUL charges to the front AND THE REST CON TIN -
UES AS IS.]
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MU SIC AND UN DER SCOR ING

1A. “Overture”
1B. “PRO LOGUE UN DER SCORE”—“If I Were in Charge

of the World” snip pet
1C. “PRO LOGUE UN DER SCORE”—“If I Were” snip pet
1D. “PRO LOGUE UN DER SCORE”—“If I Were” snip pet
1E. “PRO LOGUE UN DER SCORE”—“If I Were” snip pet
1F. “PRO LOGUE UN DER SCORE”—“If I Were” snip pet
1G. “PRO LOGUE UN DER SCORE”—“If I Were” snip pet
1H. “If I Were in Charge of the World” Opener
2A. “Sleepy” Mu sic
2B. “Wake-up” Mu sic–1
2C. “Wake-up” Mu sic–2
2D. “Morn ing” Mu sic
3. “Lady, Lady” Song
4A. “Baby Sis ter” Song—False Start–1 (through first line of

song)
4B. “Baby Sis ter” Song—False Start–2 (half way through

sec ond line of song)
4C. “Baby Sis ter” Song—False Start–3 (through end of

sec ond line and bear growl)
4D. “Baby Sis ter” Song—the whole thing
5. “Lizzie Pitofsky” Song
6A. “Mother Does n’t Want a Dog” Song—False Start

(through end of sec ond line)
6B. “Mother Does n’t Want a Dog” Song—the whole

thing
7. “Dis ap point ment” Mu sic
8. “Soc cer Game” Mu sic
9. “Tag” Mu sic
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10A. “Hand-walk ing” Mu sic—Philip
10B. “Hand-walk ing” Mu sic—Al bert
10C. “Hand-walk ing” Mu sic—Paul
11. “Mother’s Des sert” Mu sic
12A. “Aus tra lia” Song
12B. “Aus tra lia” Play-off Mu sic (Dark)
12C. “Aus tra lia” Play-off Mu sic
13A. “Shoes” Mu sic
13B. “Shoes”
13C. “Pre sen ta tion” Mu sic
13D. “Shoes” Play-off Mu sic
14. “Copier” Mu sic
15. “Bored-dance” Mu sic
16. “Cell Phone” Mu sic
17. “Aus tra lia”—Fi nal Play-off Mu sic
18. “Sweet est of Nights and the Fin est of Days”

Intro and Song
19. “Aus tra lia”—Fi nale Mu sic
20. “Bows”—“If I Were” Song—last verse only

OP TIONAL SONGS
1. “First Day of School”
2. “Since Hanna Moved Away”

If you wish to use these two op tional songs, sung by two
ad di tional char ac ters, see page 77 of this book for the ad di -
tional di a logue lead ing into and out of the songs and in for -
ma tion on where the songs should be placed.
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