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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM -
PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St., Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COP IES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion,
lec tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this 
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers
must be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main
sub sti tuted.
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver -
tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion.
The name of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type.
Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may
be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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Luna was de vel oped as part of Cen tral Thea tre En sem ble’s
New Plays for Youth Com mis sion ing Pro ject. It was work -
shopped and read at Cen tral Wash ing ton Uni ver sity,
Ellensburg, Wash., in Jan u ary 2010.

Di rected by Elise Forier Edie

SOLEDAD: Alyssa Boekel
LUNA: Ashlen Hodge
PAPA: Nick Brown
MAMA: Jessica Mathe son
FRIDA: Christa Cesmat
EMILIO: Alex Smith
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LUNA

CHAR AC TERS

SOLEDAD. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a girl
PAPÁ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . her fa ther
MAMÁ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . her mother
LUNA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the moon
FRIDA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a quiet girl
EMILIO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a quiet boy
GIRL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . var i ous fe male chil dren
BOY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . var i ous male chil dren
SHE-CLOWN
HE-CLOWN

CAST ING NOTES

The play is writ ten for six per form ers (4 fe male, 2 male)
with some dou bling. Ac tor play ing FRIDA plays all GIRL
char ac ters, and ac tor play ing EMILIO plays all BOY char -
ac ters. Ac tors play ing MAMÁ and PAPÁ as sume the roles
of SHE-CLOWN and HE-CLOWN.

SET TING

The pres ent in the farm lands of east ern Wash ing ton state.
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LUNA

(Dusk. LUNA, the moon, en ters.)

LUNA.
The sun, el Sol, goes home to sleep
At last beyond the oceans deep.
The moon, la Luna, wakes to light
The world in dark and wond’rous night.

(Stars ev ery where. LUNA ad dresses the au di ence as if
they are stars.)

LUNA (cont’d). Stars! Glo ri ous stars! Friends from across
the uni verse, thank you for com ing from so far away. I
see some old friends. And many new ones. To you, I of -
fer a spe cial wel come. I am Luna. I am a moon paired
with this blue planet, Earth. Dear friends, your pres ence
makes me shine and spar kle. (LUNA smiles broadly with 
face and body.) Dear stars, let me see you shine and
spar kle. (LUNA shows the STARS how to shine and how
to spar kle with their teeth, faces, hands, bod ies, etc. She
ad-lib points out in di vid ual stars.) By now you’ve heard 
strange and funny sto ries of the peo ple on this planet
Earth.
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(SOLEDAD en ters.)

SOLEDAD. Luna!
LUNA (to au di ence). Like this one.
SOLEDAD. ¡Mira la luna!
LUNA (to au di ence). Soledad. A child of farmworkers.

(SOLEDAD sees the stars in the au di ence.)

SOLEDAD. ¡Mira las estrellas!
LUNA (to au di ence). She loves the uni verse.
SOLEDAD. Mamá! Papá!
LUNA. And she loves her fam ily.

(MAMÁ and PAPÁ en ter pull ing a cart with farm ing
tools, pots, suit cases and ev ery thing they own. They per -
form the Rit ual of Mi gra tion, chant ing as they cir cle the
space. MAMÁ and PAPÁ re peat chant un til they ar rive
at des ti na tion.)

MAMÁ/PAPÁ. Otro dia… Otra noche… Otro lugar…
Otra casa…

LUNA (over lap ping). …An other day…an other night…an -
other place…an other home…

(SOLEDAD joins MAMÁ and PAPÁ in the Rit ual of Mi -
gra tion. While they chant and walk, SOLEDAD points
out con stel la tions and stars she sees.)

SOLEDAD. The Big Dip per, part of Ursa Ma jor…fol low
the Big Dip per to find Po laris, the North Star…which is
part of the Lit tle Dip per, part of Ursa Mi nor…which
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pours into the Big Dip per, part of Ursa Ma jor…fol low
the Big Dip per to find Po laris, the North Star… (Etc.)

(MAMÁ and PAPÁ park the cart at des ti na tion. They set 
up items in the space to mark this as home. These items
mark home through out the play, as home con tin u ally
changes lo ca tion.)

PAPÁ. Soledad.
MAMÁ. Ayudenos, por fa vor.

(SOLEDAD helps MAMÁ and PAPÁ un pack. LUNA ob -
serves from afar.)

SOLEDAD. Mamá, necesita practicar tu ingles.
PAPÁ. She’s right, Mamá. Prac tice, prac tice, prac tice.
MAMÁ. Ay! (A game they play.) “Help us. Please.”
SOLEDAD. See? “You did that with ease.”
MAMÁ. “How you love to tease.”
SOLEDAD. “And eat lots of cheese.”
MAMÁ. “And eat…” —¿Como se dice “miel”? [How do

you say “honey”?]
PAPÁ. “Honey.”
MAMÁ. “And eat honey from bees in trees.”
SOLEDAD. That was a good one!
MAMÁ. But yours are more fun!

(They squeeze each other.)

PAPÁ. It’s so hot to night.
SOLEDAD. Test your new in ven tion, Papá!
PAPÁ. The Peecho fan? Good idea!
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(PAPÁ and SOLEDAD ad-lib as they set up an elab o -
rate con trap tion.)

SOLEDAD. The Peecho fan will make you lots of money.
PAPÁ. Then we can build a work shop.
SOLEDAD. And then we can build our space ship. (PAPÁ

laughs.) What was wrong with the first Peecho?
PAPÁ. You were right. Gears were too heavy for it.
SOLEDAD. I knew it.

(The Peecho fan co mes to life.)

PAPÁ. El Peecho fan!
SOLEDAD. It works!

(MAMÁ joins them and basks in cool air.)

MAMÁ. ¡Gracias a Dios!
PAPÁ. Time for bed! To mor row, we have work.
MAMÁ. Y escuela.
SOLEDAD. Do I have to go to school?
PAPÁ. If you wanna build a space ship some day, then yes.

(MAMÁ, PAPÁ and SOLEDAD ad-lib good-nights and
go to beds to sleep.)

LUNA. Night. This is my time. The ocean tides wave to
me. The crick ets and owls and wolves sing to me. It is a
time of peace and rest. A time to think. A time to dream.

(SOLEDAD is rest less. PAPÁ snores loudly.)
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SOLEDAD. Papá! (She shakes him un til he rolls over.
SOLEDAD sneaks out to look at stars.) Con stel la tion
Orion, with stars Rigel and Betelgeuse… (She waves to
LUNA.) Hola, Luna.

LUNA. Hello, Soledad.
SOLEDAD. I can’t sleep. I start a new school to mor row.
LUNA. Are you ex cited?
SOLEDAD. Is ex cited the same thing as scared?
LUNA. Some times. What are you scared of?
SOLEDAD. It’s gonna be the same as ev ery other school

I’ve gone to.
LUNA. Ev ery one will be new to you.
SOLEDAD. I’m tired of be ing “The New Girl.” All the

time.
LUNA. It’s okay to be scared. Or ex cited. Or both.
SOLEDAD. But this school is gonna be dif fer ent. I’m

gonna make it dif fer ent. I’m gonna make a friend this
time.

(A light shift sig ni fies dawn.)

LUNA. Day time. It’s the sun’s turn. To mor row night, you
can tell me all about your first day of school.

(Morn ing. LUNA ex its. SOLEDAD runs in side and
throws to gether pea nut but ter and jelly sandwiches for
the whole fam ily as MAMÁ and PAPÁ awaken. They
gather tools for la bor.)

PAPÁ. Work-work-work.
MAMÁ. Trabaja-trabaja-trabaja.
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(SOLEDAD hands them lunch boxes.)

SOLEDAD. Here you go. Spe cial power sand wiches for all 
of us.

PAPÁ. Mmm. Pea nut but ter and jelly. The best.
MAMÁ. Gracias, mijita. ¿Estas listo?

(SOLEDAD grabs book, The Com plete Guide to the
Gal axy: For Kids Who Ask a Lot of Ques tions.)

SOLEDAD. I’m ready.
MAMÁ/PAPÁ. Vamos a escuela.

(A school play ground. It is empty as the fam ily ar rives.)

SOLEDAD. We’re so early. No body’s here yet.
PAPÁ. They’ll be here. Loud kids ev ery where.
MAMÁ. ¿Tienes tu libro? [Do you have your book?]
SOLEDAD (holds up her book). Al ways. I’ll just wait.
MAMÁ. Okie-dokie.

(MAMÁ and PAPÁ watch SOLEDAD as she gains her
bear ings. When they turn to leave…)

SOLEDAD. Wait, don’t go!
MAMÁ. Un beso, mija. [A kiss, daugh ter.]
SOLEDAD (gives her mother a kiss). Love you, Mamá.

(Gives her fa ther a kiss.) Love you, Papá.
PAPÁ. Love you, mija.
MAMÁ. “See you later, alligator.”
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(SOLEDAD takes a deep breath, smiles her brav est
smile, and set tles in with her book. Sat is fied, PAPÁ and
MAMÁ leave SOLEDAD and be gin the Rit ual of Work
in the back ground.

The Rit ual of Work is a se ries of pan to mimes that sug -
gest work in fields, or chards, farms, etc. The chant is
sub tle but con stant in the back ground dur ing the school
scene.)

MAMÁ/PAPÁ (re peated). Work… trabaja…work…
trabaja…

(SOLEDAD, alone, reads on the play ground. Soon,
BOYS and GIRLS en ter. They be come dif fer ent kids
through physi cali ty and cos tume ad just ments.

SOLEDAD tries to in tro duce her self to kids, who re gard 
her with a mix of cu ri os ity, be nign in dif fer ence, rude -
ness, anx i ety, friendly but un in vit ing nods, apol o getic
hurriedness, etc.)

SOLEDAD (sug ges tions only, ad-lib through out).
(To GIRL I.)

Hello. My name is…
(To BOY I.)

—Soledad. That’s me. Hi…
(To GIRL II.)

—Hi there. Will you…?
(To BOY II.)

—Hey there! Can you…?
(To GIRL III.)

—Wow, I really like your…
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(To BOY IV.)
—Whoa, that’s a great…

(Flus tered, SOLEDAD sits down and goes back to read -
ing. But she no tices when GIRL V and BOY V meet. A
sci en tist, SOLEDAD stud ies them from a dis tance.)

GIRL V. Hi.
BOY V. Hi.

(GIRL grabs BOY’s hat and runs away.)

GIRL V. Thank you!

(BOY V chases GIRL V and grabs her hat.)

BOY V. No, thank YOU!

(GIRL V chases BOY V and grabs her hat back.)

GIRL V. No, thank YOU!

(BOY V chases GIRL and grabs hat back.)

BOY V. No, thank YOU!

(BOY V and GIRL V laugh and sigh.)

GIRL V. That was fun.
BOY V. Wanna play again?

(GIRL V grabs BOY V’s hat and ex its.)
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GIRL V. Thank you!

(BOY V runs af ter her and ex its.)

BOY V. No, thank YOU!
SOLEDAD (to her self). Is that how you play the game?

(BOY VI en ters.)

SOLEDAD (cont’d). Hey! You! Stop!

(BOY VI stops in his tracks, stunned.)

BOY VI. Me?
SOLEDAD. Yeah, you. Stand right there.
BOY VI. Okay.

(SOLEDAD gets right in BOY VI’s face.)

SOLEDAD. Hi.
BOY VI. …Hi.

(SOLEDAD grabs BOY VI’s hat and runs away.)

SOLEDAD. Thank you!

(BOY VI starts to cry. SOLEDAD puts on the hat and in -
di cates that BOY VI should take it.)

BOY VI. No!
SOLEDAD. That’s the way! “No! Thank ME! No! Thank

ME!”
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(BOY VI does the slow-mo tion cry walk. GIRL VI en -
ters.)

GIRL VI. What’s go ing on?
BOY VI. She stole my hat!
GIRL VI (to SOLEDAD). Give him back his hat.

(Un daunted, SOLEDAD grabs GIRL VI’s hat.)

SOLEDAD. Thank you!

(GIRL VI and BOY VI stand in shock.)

GIRL VI. Give it back! Right now!
BOY VI. I don’t like her. I don’t even know her.

(SOLEDAD in cor po rates the two hats into a “Thank-
You Dance.” It’s pretty good.)

SOLEDAD. “Thank you! Thank you!” (Re al iz ing it is n’t
work ing.) Thank you?

(SOLEDAD of fers the hats back. GIRL VI and BOY VI
grab hats and flee.)

GIRL VI. Let’s go get her in trou ble.
BOY VI. Then she’ll be sorry.

(GIRL VI and BOY VI exit.)

SOLEDAD. What did I do wrong?
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