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3 either gender. How have the oldest life forms 
on the planet managed to survive all these years? 
Do they have a carefully plotted plan? Or is it just 
dumb luck? A trio of cockroaches is living a life of 
ease. Ensconced in a research lab, they’re well fed 
and cared for. They just have to do their thing and 
run from a perceived threat when the lights go on, 
simple as that. But what happens when the research-
ers find out all they need to know? Will the guys in 
the lab coats just let these bugs scurry out the door? 
Then, a new player appears on the scene and this 
cockroach—bred aboard a spaceship—upsets all 
the rules. He’s  independent, he moves differently, 
he even thinks! Try something new, he says. Rules, 
schmules, is his motto. If the roaches change their 
pattern, will it be the dawn of a new day? Or will it 
mean curtains for cucarachas? Simple set. Approxi-
mate running time: 20 minutes. Code: CN5.
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu sively
by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY with out whose per mis sion
in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must be paid ev ery
time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for profit and whether 
or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any time it is acted be fore
an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and re stric tions may be found 
at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be con tacted by
mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St.,
Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S AGENT 
THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COP IES. This law pro vides au thors
with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn their liv ing from the
roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the per for mance of their
work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is not only eth i cal, it en -
cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work. This work is fully pro tected 
by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or sub sti tu tions may be made in the
work with out the prior writ ten con sent of the pub lisher. No part of this work
may be re pro duced or trans mit ted in any form or by any means, elec tronic or 
me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma -
tion stor age and re trieval sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the
pub lisher. It may not be per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with -
out pay ment of roy alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes -
sional, mo tion pic ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, 
rec i ta tion, lec tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are reserved.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers must 
be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main sub sti -
tuted.
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all pro -
grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in all in -
stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing,
pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion. The name
of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name
ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not
less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal in for ma -
tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may be used in all pro grams.
In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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Cu ca ra chas was pro duced in “Sum mer Short ies” by Tur tle
Shell Pro duc tions, July-Au gust 2011, The Shell The ater,
Times Square Arts Cen ter, New York, N.Y., Mikaela
Kafka, Di rec tor, John W. Coo per, Pro ducer/Ar tis tic Di rec -
tor.

CAST

Bernie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Noah Guzman
Mike . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jo seph Cardoso
Jeff . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oryan Cardoso
Reggie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sophia Zorzanello

The role of Re searcher was cut for the ini tial pro duc tion in
New York.
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CU CA RA CHAS

CHAR AC TERS:

RE SEARCHER (m or w) . . . . . . . . . .  wear ing a lab coat

Or der Dictyoptera, suborder Blattaria (cock roaches):
   BERNIE (m or w) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . small in stat ure
   REGGIE (m or w) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . spec tacled, bookish
   MIKE (m) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . big in size
   JEFF (m) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the re bel

TIME: The pres ent.

SET TING: Dual space: The re searcher’s space, which
could be de fined sim ply by a spot light. The cock -
roaches’ space in the lab.

SYN OP SIS: How have the old est life forms on the planet
man aged to sur vive all these years? And if they change
their pat tern will it mean cur tains for cock roaches?
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CU CA RA CHAS

(Lights up on RE SEARCHER.)

RESEARCHER. Here at the In sti tute of Be hav ioral Bi ol -
ogy we have bent all of our work to ward the study of
the in sect Orthoptera, or der Dictyoptera, suborder
Blattaria. This group em braces more than 3500 spe cies,
but our fo cus here is solely on Periplaneta americana.

(Lights down on RE SEARCHER.

Lights up on REGGIE, MIKE and BERNIE, loung ing.)

BERNIE. Gee, this is the life. Are we lucky or what? 
REGGIE. You’re right, Bernie, it is stress free.
BERNIE. And the food. You got to ad mit we’re eatin’

pretty good.
MIKE. Yeah. You know, I’ve been here so long I don’t

even know if I’d re mem ber how to do it. 
REGGIE. What? For age?
MIKE. You got it. I have to ad mit there’s not a lot of

thrills and chills here, but, on the other hand…
BERNIE. Right. No worry about where the next meal’s

comin’ from.
REGGIE. Pre cisely. 
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(Lights down on BERNIE, REGGIE and MIKE.

Lights up on RE SEARCHER.)

RESEARCHER. Our most ex cit ing dis cov ery to date is
that, when stim u lated, our study sub jects re spond in a
fairly con sis tent fash ion. They travel in straight lines
but at al most pre cise an gles, an gles ap proach ing ninety
de grees, a hun dred and twenty de grees, and a hun dred
and fifty de grees. And so far, we’ve seen no de vi a tion
in that pat tern.

(Lights down on RE SEARCHER.

Lights up on BERNIE, REGGIE and MIKE.)

REGGIE. I won der when they’re go ing to fig ure it out?
BERNIE. It?
REGGIE. When they’re go ing to lose in ter est in us.
BERNIE. You sure that’s go ing to hap pen?
MIKE. Like I told you guys when you got here, when they 

find out what they want to know, we’re done.
REGGIE. But the ques tion is, what’s the guar an tee they’re

go ing to say, “Nice job, folks” and let us stroll out the
door?

BERNIE. You mean—oh. I never thought of that.
MIKE. Well, that just goes with the ter ri tory. Not much we 

can do about it one way or the other. 

(Lights down on BERNIE, REGGIE and MIKE.

Lights up on RE SEARCHER.)
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RESEARCHER. The ques tion is, what hap pens in the ner -
vous sys tem of Paraplaneta americana to spark this sort
of ac tiv ity? We be lieve the an swer will be a real break -
through in our ef forts to un der stand the Amer i can cock -
roach.

(Lights down on RE SEARCHER.

Lights up on BERNIE, REGGIE and MIKE.)

MIKE. All right, guys, it’s showtime.

(MIKE, BERNIE and REGGIE stand, form a line, and
move back and forth on the di ag o nal. Af ter a mo ment,
JEFF en ters, mov ing at the same pace, but in a cir cle.
The oth ers stop their ac tion and stare. JEFF con tin ues.)

BERNIE. Hey, where did he come from?
MIKE. More to the point, what’s he do ing?
REGGIE. He seems to be on a com pletely dif fer ent wave -

length.
MIKE. I don’t know about the lengths of any waves. All I

can tell you is, it’s gotta stop. Hey, bud, what’s the
story?

(JEFF stops mov ing.)

JEFF. Story?
MIKE. What’s with the…you know?
JEFF. You mean this? (He moves in a cir cle for a mo -

ment.) It’s the way I travel.
BERNIE. I don’t think so, buddy.
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MIKE. Look, when we run, there’s a pat tern, see?
JEFF. Sure, but—
REGGIE. Oh, there’s no buts. It’s clearly de fined. It’s in

the hand book.
JEFF. The…?
REGGIE. Rules and Reg u la tions for Roaches. Chap ter six.
BERNIE. It’s chap ter eight, Reggie.
REGGIE. I beg to dif fer, Bernie. It’s clearly chap ter six.
BERNIE. No way. It’s—
MIKE. Hey, who cares what chap ter it’s in? The thing is, it 

looks like you’re mov ing in a cir cle.
JEFF. I am.
MIKE. Well…roaches don’t run in cir cles. We never move 

in cir cles.
JEFF. I did n’t know that.
BERNIE. Yeah, we get that. Who are you?
JEFF. Geoffrey. But I go by Jeff.
MIKE. Well, Geoffrey or Jeff or what ever you go by, you

want to be part of the gang here, you go the way we go, 
see? Or you don’t go at all. Reggie, give him the drill
on how we get around.

REGGIE. Cer tainly. We pro ceed, change po si tion, and are
pro pelled in a lin ear mea sure that is free from bends
and curves.

JEFF. And that means…?
REGGIE. We move in straight lines.
JEFF. Al ways in straight lines? 
REGGIE. Only in straight lines. 
JEFF. But what if—
MIKE. There is no “what if.” There’s this and that’s that. 
JEFF. Sorry, but I don’t see why—
MIKE. Do you be lieve this guy? Geez.
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REGGIE. Easy, Mike. Look, it’s clear you’re new in the
neigh bor hood, but you see, we’ve been around for a
very long time.

(COCK ROACHES freeze.

Spot light up on RE SEARCHER.)

RESEARCHER. Cock roaches are an amaz ing spe cies.
They’ve been on the planet at least two hun dred eighty
mil lion years, pos si bly as long as three hun dred forty-
five mil lion. They range in size from tiny, flight less
roaches less than an eighth of an inch long to a South
Amer i can spe cies with a wing span of more than half a
foot. 

(Spot light down on RE SEARCHER.

COCK ROACHES re an i mate.)

REGGIE. And, since we are pos si bly the old est life form
around, the ques tion one might ask is, why have we
lasted this long? 

JEFF. You’re go ing to tell me it’s be cause of the straight
lines?

REGGIE. That’s part of it. It’s be cause we do things in a
pat tern. There’s a plan, a schema that was worked out
long ago. It’s all mapped out. 

JEFF. Okay, I get that I’m tread ing on sa cred ground here,
but—

MIKE. You’re tread ing our way, bud, or you’re not
treadin’ at all.
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