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Three Bears) begin in their usual “once upon a time” fashion; 
however, this time things change on the way to “happily ever 
after” as the pigs wonder what life would be like if the wolf 
were not always at their door‚ the billy goats gruff can’t face 
another trip-trap over the troll’s bridge‚ and Papa Bear has 
had enough of the meddlesome little girl Goldilocks! As-
sisted by The Voice (struggling to narrate the changing sto-
ries) and three stagehands (desperately trying to juggle sets 
to keep the stories straight)‚ the three trios join forces to re-
write their stories‚ ridding themselves of their respective vil-
lains by exchanging them. In the process‚ the family audience 
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own lives. Area staging. Approximate running time: 1 hour. 
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St., Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this 
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers
must be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main
sub sti tuted.
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This play is ded i cated to Artie Olaisen,
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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver -
tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion.
The name of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type.
Bio graph i cal in for ma tion, if in cluded in the playbook, may be used in all
pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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The Sur pris ing Story of the Three Lit tle Pigs pre miered
at the Dal las Children’s The ater (Robyn Flatt, Ex ec u tive
Ar tis tic Director) on June 16, 2000, di rected by Nancy
Schaeffer.

Orig i nal Cast

The Voice . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Artie Olaisen*
Mother Pig/Stagehand #1/Mama Bear . . . Rose mary Kolbo
Pig #1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karl Schaeffer*
Pig #2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kyla D. Pitcher
Pig #3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dwight Sandell*
The Man with Straw/Stagehand #3/Papa Bear . Brian Gon za les
Stagehand #2/Baby Bear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brandon Bales
Big Billy Goat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jer e miah Al len
Mid dle Billy Goat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Heather Hammett
Lit tle Billy Goat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Hol lo way
Wolf. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Douglass Burks*
Troll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Johnny Sequenzia
Goldilocks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lisa C. Jones

Orig i nal Pro duc tion Staff

Sce nic De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Therese D’Avignon
Cos tume De signer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Garry D. Lennon
Lighting De signer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Linda Blase
Prop erties De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rose mary Kolbo
Sound/FX De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marco Sa linas
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terrell Roykouff*

*De notes mem ber of Ac tors’ Eq uity As so ci a tion, the un ion for
pro fes sional ac tors and stage man ag ers in the United States.
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The Sur pris ing Story
of the Three Lit tle Pigs

A Play in Two Acts
For 18 m/w, may dou ble to 13

CHAR AC TERS (in or der of ap pear ance):

MOTHER PIG
PIG #1
PIG #2
PIG #3
THE MAN WITH STRAW
THE VOICE
STAGEHAND #1
STAGEHAND #2
STAGEHAND #3
BIG BILLY GOAT
MID DLE BILLY GOAT
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT
WOLF
TROLL
GOLDILOCKS
PAPA BEAR
MAMA BEAR
BABY BEAR

POS SI BLE DOU BLING:

STAGEHAND #2 / BABY BEAR
THE MAN WITH STRAW / STAGEHAND #3 / PAPA BEAR
MOTHER PIG / MAMA BEAR / STAGEHAND #1
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(PIG #1 en ters.)
PIG #1. Ex cuse me.
ALL BILLY GOATS. Aaaaagh!!!
PIG #1. Oh, sorry. I did n’t mean to frighten you. I did n’t

know any one was here. 
ALL BILLY GOATS. Who are you?!
PIG #1. I’m from the pig story. You know—“The Three

Lit tle Pigs.” You’ve heard of it?
ALL BILLY GOATS. No.
PIG #1. Never mind. You are the three billy goats gruff,

right? 
BIG BILLY GOAT. Who wants to know?
PIG #1. Just this lit tle piggy. Any way, I don’t mean to in -

ter rupt your story.
BIG BILLY GOAT. Well, you are in ter rupt ing.
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. Actually, this is not the story.

We’re hav ing a dis cus sion.
BIG BILLY GOAT. We’re hav ing an ar gu ment! And right

in the mid dle of the story.
PIG #1. Now that’s in ter est ing. The same thing hap pened

to us.
ALL BILLY GOATS. Us?
PIG #1. The three pigs. We were go ing along nicely and

then, well, I was hun gry and I sat down to eat. It just
seemed to set ev ery one off.

BIG BILLY GOAT. They set off? I wish we would set off.
PIG #1. What I mean is my change of the nor mal rou tine

seemed to get ev ery one’s goat. Oh, no, no, I should n’t
put it that way. What I mean to say is that the three of
us started to butt heads—oh, dear—I’m re ally in a mud -
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dle here. I did n’t mean to horn in—oh, my—for give me. 
It’s just that I could n’t take it any more.

LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. You, too! I know what you mean!
BIG BILLY GOAT. Could n’t take what? The troll?
PIG #1. No, no. Our story has a wolf.
ALL BILLY GOATS. A wolf?
PIG #1. He’s a hairy, sneaky fel low with sharp, vi cious

teeth.

(GOATS shud der to gether.)

BIG BILLY GOAT. See, we don’t have it so bad.
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. Tell us more.
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Yes, tell us your story.

(PIG #1 acts out story with GOATS re act ing.)

PIG #1. We three pigs say good bye to our mother who has
packed our snacks and we go out into the wide, wide
world to make our for tunes.

LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Lucky pigs, they don’t have to
cross over a troll-in fested bridge for some thing to eat.

MID DLE BILLY GOAT & BIG BILLY GOAT. Sssh!
PIG #1. At last we reach the wide, wide world and I build

my house of straw.
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Straw?! Ah ha!!!
MID DLE BILLY GOAT & BIG BILLY GOAT. Sssh!
PIG #1. Then the wolf co mes along and he huffs and he

puffs and he blows my house down.
ALL BILLY GOATS. Oh, no!
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PIG #1. I barely es cape to my sib ling’s house of sticks. Not 
so charm ing as my house of straw but cer tainly more
sub stan tial.

ALL BILLY GOATS. Go on, go on!
PIG #1. Then the wolf co mes and he huffs and he puffs

and he blows the stick house down.
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. What a night mare!
PIG #1. So we two run for our lives to our brother’s house

of bricks. Strong, warm but ab so lutely no charm—
ALL BILLY GOATS. Go on, go on!
PIG #1. Once again that wolf tries his “Lit tle pig, lit tle pig, 

let me come in” bit. And we three an swer, “Not by the
hair of our chinny, chin, chin.”

ALL BILLY GOATS. Oh, good one!
PIG #1. Well, of course we pigs are too smart to fall for

that so the wolf re torts with, “Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff 
and I’ll blow your house down!”

LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Not again!
BIG BILLY GOAT. So what hap pens?!
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. The wolf blows the brick house

down?!
PIG #1. Oh, no. The brick house is too strong so the wolf

dis guises him self in a sheep getup.
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Do you fall for it?
PIG #1. No! No way are we in tel li gent pigs leav ing our

house of bricks.
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. Then what hap pens?
PIG #1. The wolf climbs on the roof and down the chim -

ney to get us.
ALL BILLY GOATS. Aaggh!
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. Oh, mercy!
BIG BILLY GOAT. Doomed!
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PIG #1. Well, of course not. We clever pigs have a pot of
wa ter boil ing on the fire.

ALL BILLY GOATS. Yes!
PIG #1. The wolf falls in, shrieks, and “zip” he’s up that

chim ney and never seen again!
ALL BILLY GOATS. Whew!
PIG #1. Un til—
ALL BILLY GOATS. Oh, no!
PIG #1. Once upon a time…
ALL BILLY GOATS. Once upon a time…?
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. That has a fa mil iar ring.
PIG #1. So that’s how our story goes. So, when I found out 

there were other sto ries, I sim ply had to, to… (Col -
lapsing with emo tion.) I had to find a story with out a
wolf! Could I, could I please be in your story?

ALL BILLY GOATS. “The Three Billy Goats Gruff and a
Pig”?

BIG BILLY GOAT. Hud dle!

(GOATS hud dle and con verse.)

MID DLE BILLY GOAT. This is cer tainly new ter ri tory.
BIG BILLY GOAT. I say “no” to a pig in our story.
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Did n’t I tell you that straw was a

sign?
BIG BILLY GOAT. I say, “No pigs!”
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. We can’t send that pig back to be

eaten by the wolf.
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. I know, I know! Let the pig

cross the bridge. If the pig makes it safe and sound,
we’ll know that ev ery thing is just fine with our story.
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LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. But what if the pig gets eaten by
the troll?

MID DLE BILLY GOAT. That would be too bad for the
pig. But then the troll would be full and happy.

LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. And I could trip trap safely across 
the bridge!

MID DLE BILLY GOAT & BIG BILLY GOAT. Bingo!

(GOATS break out of hud dle.)

ALL BILLY GOATS. Wel come to our story!!!
PIG #1. Oh, thank you! I cer tainly don’t think you goats

de serve your name.
BIG BILLY GOAT. What do you mean?
PIG #1. Well, billy goats gruff. You’re not gruff at all.

You’re all ex tremely sym pa thetic.
MID DLE BILLY GOAT (to BIG BILLY GOAT). Oh, now

I feel bad!
BIG BILLY GOAT. Quiet! (Sweetly en tic ing PIG #1.)

Why don’t you join in right now and cross over the
bridge?

MID DLE BILLY GOAT. And we’ll meet you in the wide,
wide meadow.

PIG #1 (ner vously). The troll is, um, be neath this very
bridge?

LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Right, you go first.
PIG #1. No, I could n’t. Af ter you.
ALL BILLY GOATS. No, af ter you.
PIG #1. No, af ter you.
ALL BILLY GOATS. We in sist!
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PIG #1. You’re too kind! (To self.) A troll? How scary can
a troll be? Cer tainly better than a wolf. (PIG #1 starts to 
cross bridge.) Trip trap, trap trap. Oh, my…

TROLL’s VOICE (om i nously). Who’s that trip trap ping on
my bridge?!

(PIG #1 con tin ues to ner vously cross bridge as PIG #2
and PIG #3 sneak on.)

PIG #1. Uh, trip trap, trip trap, trip trap—
PIG #2 & PIG #3 (grab bing PIG #1). There you are!
PIG #1. Aaggh!!!! Oh, it’s you! (In a ner vous whis per.)

For mercy’s sake, pipe down. I’m cross ing a dan ger ous
bridge here.

ALL BILLY GOATS. What?! Now we have three pigs?!
PIG #2 & PIG #3 (see ing GOATS). Aaggh!!!
PIG #1. Don’t be alarmed. It’s just the three billy goats

gruff.
PIG #2. It’s true!
PIG #3. There are other sto ries!
PIG #1. Yes, and I’m in this one be cause—
PIG #2. I know! Be cause they don’t have a wolf. You have 

a, uh—
ALL BILLY GOATS. Troll.
PIG #3 (to GOATS). No wolf in this story?
ALL BILLY GOATS. No wolf.
PIG #3. Sounds like a great story to me. 
PIG #2. I love this story! It’s just per fect. We’ll bring

Mother. We’ll cross over the bridge to the wide meadow 
and have a pic nic. This is my idea of a story!

BIG BILLY GOAT. Wait a min ute.
ALL BILLY GOATS. What about us?
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ALL PIGS. You can have our story!
BIG BILLY GOAT. You can’t just barge in here and take

over our story! And, be sides, goats hate wolves!
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. Wolves eat goats!
LIT TLE BILLY GOAT. Wolves with sharp, drool ing teeth

make even trolls look good!
MID DLE BILLY GOAT. Well, I would n’t go that far.
VOICE OF TROLL. Who’s that trip trap ping on my

bridge?!
GOATS & PIGS. Aaggh!!!
PIG #2 & PIG #3. What was that?!
PIG #1 (try ing to be con fi dent). Only Mr. Troll.

(WOLF ap pears over rail of bridge be hind PIGS.)

WOLF. Lit tle pig, lit tle pig, let me come in?
ALL BILLY GOATS. You’re not a troll!
ALL PIGS (frozen at see ing WOLF). You’re the wolf!

(TROLL ap pears over rail of bridge.)

TROLL. Bingo! I Troll!
GOATS & PIGS. Aaggh!!!!
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