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American Theatre Company, Chicago, premiered American
Dead on February 18, 2004, with the following:

CAST:

LewieFroah....................... James Leaming
Deputy Grace Tisdale. . .................. Isabel Liss
Mark Shawver .. ..................... Mark Minton
BillDoane......................... John Mahrlien
DennisRescola. . . .................... David Parkes
Sheriff Alan Starett. . ............ Marty Higginbotham
DougTisdale..................... Danny McCarthy
LisaTisdale........................ Jennifer Avery

PRODUCTION STAFF:

Directedby......................... Edward Sobel
StageManager .......... ... Deb Styer
SetDesign. . ... Keith Pitts
LightingDesign .. ................. Michelle Habeck
CostumeDesign. ............ccovi.... Rachel Healy
Composers . .......... Ray Nardelli and Richard Sparks
ArtisticDirector. . . ................... Damon Kiely
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AMERICAN DEAD

CHARACTERS:

LEWIEFROAH (M) ................ early to mid-40s
MARK SHAWVER (m) ......... grocery store clerk, 16
GRACETISDALE(f) ......... deputy sheriff, early 30s
ALAN STARETT (m) ...... sheriff, late 50s to early 60s
BILL DOANE(M).......... bartender, early to mid-40s
DENNISRESCOLA (M) . ....... i, late 30s
DOUG TISDALE (m)..... widowed from Grace, late 30s
LISA TISDALE(f).......... Doug's 2nd wife, mid-30s

TIME: The present

PLACE: Various abandoned buildings in a small,
Midwestern town
A roadside bar
The yard outside Doug and Lisa Tisdale's home
Sheriff Alan Starett’s office at the county courthouse
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ACT |

SCENE 1

(Night. A thunderstorm rolls in the distance. Lights up
inside an abandoned home. LEWIE sits on the ground
talking to MARK. MARK wears a grocery clerk's uni-
form. LEWIE has been drinking. LEWIE laughs.)

LEWIE. Patty Rose had a pool in her backyard. It was
small and was out on the lawn and me and Grace would
go over there and swim around. You could swim in cir-
cles and then there would be a current like a river and it
would push you, around and around and around, but ev-
erybody had to swim so that there would be a current, so
then you'd go in a circle, then let the current you made
carry you. You'd just sit floating and the water would
push you in a circle until you swam to make it happen
again, over and over. (A distant gunshot is heard.
MARK, startled, reacts. Another distant gunshot is
heard. A beat.) Grace was at 4-H and | was swimming.

(GRACE, dressed in a deputy sheriff's uniform, enters.
As she approaches MARK and LEWIE, another distant
gunshot is heard. GRACE and MARK react, then slowly
turn back to LEWIE.)

LEWIE (cont’d). Where were you at, 4-H?

9
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10 AMERICAN DEAD Act |

GRACE. | was at Laura Townsend's across the street.

LEWIE. You weren't at 4-H?

GRACE. No.

LEWIE. Patty Rose had that pool.

GRACE. There were dead bugs in it.

LEWIE. You'd scoop them out. You could scoop out dead
grasshoppers.

GRACE. There were water bugs in it.

LEWIE. There weren’t water bugs.

GRACE. There were bugs that could swim.

LEWIE. There weren't water bugs.

GRACE. Her dad owned the Tastee Freez.

LEWIE. Her dad owned it.

GRACE. Her dad owned it.

LEWIE. Her dad owned the Tastee Freez.

GRACE. Patty Rose and Dana Gates liked you.

LEWIE. | know.

GRACE. You were swimming with them over there. They
thought you were cute!

LEWIE. They asked me if | liked them and | told them |
liked our dog Reggie. | was eleven years old.

GRACE. They were wearing bathing suits.

LEWIE. Very pretty. Those girls were very pretty.

GRACE. | was across the street at Laura Townsend's.

LEWIE. They were twelve and pretty.

(A beat. ALAN enters. He has a gun holstered at his side

and a sheriff’'s badge on his belt. He wears a rain
dlicker. He shines a large flashlight on LEWIE.)
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Act | AMERICAN DEAD 11

ALAN. Lewie, you can't be in here. Wak over this way
and I'll take you home. (LEWIE stares at ALAN.) Sherry
Cadéll called. She called and said you were in here.

LEWIE. Okay.

ALAN. Come on out to the car then.

LEWIE. Okay.

ALAN. I'll meet you outside. (ALAN exits. A pause. Lights
fade to black.)

SCENE 2

(Lights up inside a somewhat empty roadside bar. DEN-
NIS sits on a stool and is finishing a bottle of beer.
DENNIS talks with BILL, who is standing, tending bar.)

BILL. He locked himself in there?

DENNIS. He and his sister locked the doors and windows.

BILL. Where were you?

DENNIS. At work.

BILL. Why weren’t they at school?

DENNIS. They were supposed to be on their way.

BILL. Why were they in there, again?

DENNIS. Brad locked himself inside and his sister Karla
was in there, too.

BILL. Didn’'t he fire shots?

DENNIS. No.

BILL. I thought he shot a gun or something.

DENNIS. No, he had some guns, but he didn’t fire them.

BILL. Oh. How long’s he supposed to be at Eldora?

DENNIS. He's been there a little over ayear. He has a few
months |eft, then he's eighteen.
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12 AMERICAN DEAD Act |

BILL. What about your daughter? What’s her name?

DENNIS. Karla. She lives with her mom.

BILL. Are you staying up in Eldora?

DENNIS. Yeah.

BILL. At a motel?

DENNIS. The Days Inn.

BILL. You were at work when it all happened?

DENNIS. That’s right.

BILL. | remember seeing it in the paper.

DENNIS. He came out on his own after a few hours. Noth-
ing realy happened.

BILL. | remember the article in the paper.

DENNIS. Brad’'s mom visits him every few weeks. | see
him when | can, it's a bit of adrive.

BILL. How many guns did he have with him?

DENNIS. Two.

BILL. He didn’t want to go to school that day, that's why
he did that?

DENNIS. | guess so.

BILL. Just because he didn’t want to go to school? All that
happened up in Cherokee?

(ALAN enters, dtill wearing his rain slicker. He walks to
the bar.)

ALAN. Hey, Bill.

BILL. Hey, Alan. Remember that kid that wouldn't come
out of his house and he had a couple of guns? Thisis his
dad. His boy’s in Eldora now. His kid just didn’t want to
go to school. (To DENNIS) That’s what you told me,
that’s why he did all that, right?

ALAN (to BILL). How many did Lewie have tonight?
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Act | AMERICAN DEAD 13

BILL. He was fine when he |eft.

ALAN. | found him at David Rose's old place.

BILL. You did?

ALAN. Yes.

BILL. Tonight?

ALAN. Yes.

BILL. Oh. (Pause.) He was fine when he |eft here.

ALAN. How many did he have?

BILL. Just three, no more than three, | think. He was fine
when he left. What was he doing at David Rose's, he'll
get himself killed going in there, he could fall right
through the floor, what was he doing? (ALAN looks at
BILL. A beat. ALAN sits. BILL gives him a bottle of
beer. ALAN drinks. To ALAN:) So you remember that
boy that locked himself in his house because he didn’t
go to school ?

ALAN (to DENNIS). Hello.

DENNIS. Hey.

BILL. Hiskid's up in Eldora now.

ALAN. How long's he there?

DENNIS. He's been there a year.

ALAN. | hated schooal, too, but | never wanted to shoot any
policemen over it. (A pause.)

DENNIS (to BILL). Thanks for the beer.

BILL. Yeah. (DENNIS exits.) That happened up in Chero-
kee.

ALAN. Huh.

(Lights fade to black.)
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14 AMERICAN DEAD Act |

SCENE 3

(Lights up. The next day. LEWIE stands in the yard be-
side Doug and Lisa Tisdale’s home. DOUG kneels
nearby and sorts through a cardboard box.)

LEWIE. Don't throw that stuff out.

DOUG. I'm getting rid of most of it.

LEWIE. Let me look through that box.

DOUG. You can look through it afterwards.

LEWIE. You'll throw it out first.

DOUG. You can look through it in just a second.

LEWIE. Y ou've got fourteen bags of stuff out in front.

DOUG. You can look through those.

LEWIE. What's in them?

DOUG. Grace's clothes from the basement and some
things from some other boxes.

LEWIE. What boxes?

DOUG. Boxes from the basement.

LEWIE. You should have let me look through that stuff be-
fore you bagged it al up.

DOUG. | didn't know when you were coming over, so |
just went ahead and started.

LEWIE. | said I’d be by today.

DOUG. You said yesterday or today, and | have to get this
stuff done.

LEWIE. Let me look through that box.

DOUG. Go ahead.

LEWIE. Let me see what's in it.

DOUG. Here.
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Act | AMERICAN DEAD 15

(DOUG moves out of the way and LEWIE kneels by the
box. DOUG exits. LEWIE digs in the box. He finds a
small, green jewelry case. He opens the case. DOUG re-
turns with an empty plastic garbage bag.)

LEWIE. Holy shit, were you going to throw this out? Are
you even looking in some of these things?

DOUG. | don't have time to look through everything.

LEWIE. These are my aunt’s earrings. My aunt just asked
me a few months ago where these were. She gave them
to Grace to wear a you guys wedding and my aunt
didn’t know where they went since then.

DOUG. Y ou can have them back.

LEWIE. These are antique and worth a lot of money.

DOUG. Take them with you.

LEWIE. They’'re not mine. They’'re my aunt’s.

DOUG. Take them.

LEWIE. You can give them to Lisa if you want. Would
Lisa want to wear them?

DOUG. They’re your aunt’s earrings. Give them back to
her.

LEWIE. Okay.

DOUG. You should go through those bags on the porch
and go through any of the boxes with Grace's things and
see if there's anything else.

LEWIE. There's Grace's clothes and stuff from boxes in
those bags on the porch?

DOUG. It's mostly clothes.

LEWIE. | can get rid of that stuff for you. | can take it to
some used clothing store or something.

DOUG. Sure, if you want to, okay.
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16 AMERICAN DEAD Act |

(Pause. LEWIE looks through a small cardboard box of
miscellaneous items.)

LEWIE. You and Lisa are out then on Saturday?

DOUG. She has summer school kids waiting, | guess.

LEWIE. Do you want to have dinner on Friday?

DOUG. Okay.

LEWIE. I'll bring some chicken over.

DOUG. Okay.

LEWIE. Lisa's fine?

DOUG. Yes.

LEWIE. She's home?

DOUG. She's upstairs. She's nervous about the move.

LEWIE. Yeah, | imagine.

DOUG. She's packing some things upstairs in the bed-
room.

LEWIE. Are you keeping Grace's pictures?

DOUG. Pictures of what?

LEWIE. She had some pictures of when she was a kid.
Easter and parties and things.

DOUG. | haven't found those yet.

LEWIE. She had pictures of this Ssumber party and I'm in
nearly every picture. | was eight or something. (Pause.)
| was pulling barbed wire down over behind Ashby’s
yesterday. They wanted it off that back wall. I’m finish-
ing that up today.

DOUG. This afternoon?

LEWIE. Yeah.

DOUG. Did you want some lunch?

LEWIE. Okay. You guys need any help on Saturday, mov-
ing anything or anything?

DOUG. Sure.
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Act | AMERICAN DEAD 17

LEWIE. Lisa's packing inside?

DOUG. Yeah, she's upstairs.

LEWIE. Does she need any help up there?

DOUG. She's just packing up the hall closet.

LEWIE. Like towels and sheets?

DOUG. | think it's just a few things we don’t use much.

LEWIE. Some baskets or something?

DOUG. Baskets? (Laughs.)

LEWIE (laughs). Baskets? Ah, | don't know. (DOUG and
LEWIE continue to laugh, dlight pause.) After you guys
leave on Saturday, it’ll just be me.

DOUG. What do you mean?

LEWIE. After you guys go.

DOUG. You'll be okay.

LEWIE. | know.

DOUG. You know more than just Lisa and I. It'll be al
right.

LEWIE. You're right.

DOUG. Y ou should take better care of yourself.

LEWIE. | will.

DOUG. You should. You need to take better care of your-
self.

LEWIE. Okay.

DOUG. I'm not trying to throw anything away you might
want. (Pause.) You were pulling barbed wire down?

LEWIE. | was up on the wall and cutting it down with a
pair of needlenose pliers. It came right apart. It's weird
because the wall’s just there and you can go around it
easily, so | don't know why that barbed wire was there.
It must have been left over from the building next door
that got knocked down a few years ago. | finished cut-
ting the wire yesterday and | was going to try to pull the
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18 AMERICAN DEAD Act |

brackets off today. (Pause.) If you find those pictures of
Grace’'s lumber party there’s one where you can see her
in the background. She's got her foot up in the air and a
weird look on her face. It's really funny. She's got her
foot up in the air or something. It was Grace's ninth
birthday. It was her slumber party so | don't know why
I’m in every picture.

DOUG. You just wanted to be part of the action. You just
knew it was a birthday and you wanted to have fun.

LEWIE. There was one girl, Crista Norvell, that was really
homesick but my dad took pictures of her anyway. My
dad took a picture of her sitting in a chair looking like
she’'d been crying.

DOUG. Redly?

LEWIE. My dad was always taking pictures of people
when they looked like shit.

DOUG. Yeah, | think he took a few like that of me before.

LEWIE. He did?

DOUG. You know he did.

LEWIE. Yeah. He did. (DOUG and LEWE laugh.) What
do you want me to do. Put me to work.

DOUG. Okay.

LEWIE. Put me to work.

DOUG. We should get some stuff out of the garage.

LEWIE. Where do you want to put it?

DOUG. We should pack some stuff out there and then
bring the boxes in.

LEWIE. Okay.

DOUG. You can go through the rest of Grace’'s things.

LEWIE. I’'m happy for you. I’'m happy for you and Lisa. |
wish | could buy you guys something. | wish | could
buy you and Lisa a romantic vacation or something.
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Act I AMERICAN DEAD 19

DOUG. It’s all right.
LEWIE. I wish I could buy you and Lisa something as a

present.
DOUG. It’s all right.

(DOUG exits toward the garage. LEWIE watches after
him. GRACE appears. LEWIE and GRACE smile at
each other as LEWIE exits. Lights fade to black.)
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