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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM -
PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St., Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COP IES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion,
lec tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor and composer of
the mu si cal in all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances
of the musical and in all in stances in which the ti tle of the musical ap -
pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the
musical and/or a pro duc tion. The names of the au thor and composer must
also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name ap pears, im me di -
ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not less than
fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on
the au thor and composer, if in cluded in the playbook, may be used in all
pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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Expore, Inc., pre sented the pre miere of Androcles and
the Lion at the Forty-first Street Thea tre in New York City, 
De cem ber 7, 1963. The pro duc tion was di rected by Stan
Raiff and in cluded the fol low ing:

CAST:

ANDROCLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jo seph Barnaba
LION. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rich ard Sanders
PANTALONE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leon ard Josenhans
CAP TAIN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Eric Tavares
ISABELLA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jac que line Coslow
LELIO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chris to pher Mc Call

PRO DUC TION STAFF AND CREW:

Musical Score . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Glenn Mack
Cho reo graphy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Beverly Schmidt
Cos tumes and Set tings . . . . . . . . . . . . Rich ard Rummonds
As sis tant Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mont gom ery Da vis
As sis tants to Mr. Rummonds . . . . . . . . . . . Maryet Ramsey

Charles MacNab
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ANDROCLES AND THE LION

CAST:

ANDROCLES
PANTALONE
LELIO
CAPTAIN
LION and PRO LOGUE

SCENE:

The im pro vised stage of a com media dell’ arte troupe of stroll ing 
play ers. Six teenth-cen tury It aly.

MU SIC NOTE:

The mu sic for Androcles and the Lion cov ers a wide range of
styles. In or der to en hance the char ac ter of the com media
dell’arte form of the play, we chose to be gin and end Androcles
with mu sic that is rem i nis cent of the early Re nais sance.

Thus, the over ture, fi nale, and some of the in ci den tal mu sic uti -
lize rhyth mic modes, short me lodic frag ments built from modal
scales, and im pro vised per cus sion sounds ex e cuted by the play -
ers, on such in stru ments as hand drums, bells, and cym bals. As
each of the play ers is in tro duced, he is given a mu si cal theme,
to help em pha size his char ac ter in the play. Some of this ma te -
rial is then used in the songs.
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The songs are sim ple and were com posed with the play wright’s
co op er a tion. Their pur pose is to bring out the dra matic qual ity
of var i ous sit u a tions. They range from a work song for
Androcles to a la ment for Isabella and a mock fu neral march as
the cap tain and the mi ser march Androcles into the pit.

There is also a cho rus for ev ery one to sing. This, and the lion’s
song, which end the first act, in vite au di ence par tic i pa tion.

— Glenn R. Mack
New York City

MU SI CAL NUM BERS:

1. Over ture
2. Fan fare
3. Androcles’ Song
4. Let ter Scene
4A. Lelio’s Love Song
5. Stool Dance
6. Isabella
7. CAP TAIN’s Ride
8. Wall Mu sic
9. Chase Mu sic

10. Lion’s Song
11. Lion’s Song Re prise
11A. Stool Dance Re prise
12. Oh, Roar and Say
13. Duet: Isabella and Lelio
14. Pit Song
15. Fi nale
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ACT ONE

(Song No. 1: Over ture)

(The cur tains open on a bare stage with the cyclorama
lighted in many col ors. There is lively mu sic and the
per form ers en ter, p1aying cym bals, flute, bells, and
drums. They are a com media dell’ arte group.

ARLEQUIN, dressed in his tra di tional bright patches,
leads the pa rade. Next is LELIO and ISABELLA, the
romantic for ever young lovers. Next is PANTALONE,
the comic old mi ser. Next is the CAPTAIN, the strut ting,
brag ging sol dier. And last is the PRO LOGUE who
wears a robe and who later playa the LION.

Af ter a short in tro duc tory dance, they line up at the foot -
lights, a col or ful troupe of comic play ers.)

(Song No. 2: Fan fare (A))

PRO LOGUE. Welcome!
Short, glad, tall,
Big, sad, small,
Welcome all!

(Ac tors wave and pan to mime “Hello.”)
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We are a troupe of strolling players
With masks, bells, and sword,

(Ac tors hold up masks, ring bells, and wave sword.)

A group of comic portrayers
Who will act out upon the boards 
A play for you to see—
A favorite tale of Italy, 
Which tells how a friend was won 
By a kindness that was done.

Our play is Androcles and the Lion.

(Ac tors beat cym bals, ring bells.)

The players are: Arlequin—

(ARLEQUIN steps for ward. Fan fare B.)

Who will be Androcles, a slave. 

(ARLEQUIN bows, steps back, and PANTALONE steps
for ward. Fan fare C.)

Pantalone, stingy and old.
Who thinks only of his gold.

(PANTALONE holds up a bag of gold, bows, steps back; 
and ISABELLA and LELIO step for ward and pose ro -
man ti cally. Fan fare D.)
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Isabella and Lelio, two lovers 
Whose hearts are pierced by Cupid’s dart. 

(They bow, step back, and CAP TAIN marches for ward.
Fan fare E.)

It is the bragging captain’s lot 
To complicate the plot. 

(CAP TAIN waves his wooden sword, bows, and steps
back.) 

There is one more in our cast—
The lion! He, you will see last. 
Set the stage—

(Ac tors quickly set up small painted cur tain back drop.)

Drape the curtains—raise the platform stand! 
Here we will make a magic circle—
Take you to a magic land—
Where love is sung, noble words are spoken, 
Good deeds triumph, and evil plots are broken. 

(Holds up long scroll.) 

Our story is written on this scroll which I hold. 
What happens in every scene here is told. 

(Hangs scroll on pro sce nium arch at L.) 

Before we start, I will hang it on a hook 
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So if someone forgets his part 
And has the need, he may have a look 
And then proceed. 

All the words in action or in song 
We will make up as we go along. 
All is ready! Players, stand within. 

(Ac tors take places be hind cur tain.) 

For now I bow and say—the play—begins! 

(He bows.)

In ancient Rome our scene is laid, 
Where the emperor ruled and all obeyed. 

(Fan fare A. Points to cur tain which is painted with a
street in the mid dle and with a house on ei ther side.) 

A street you see, two chariots wide, 
With a stately house on either side. 
In one lives Pantalone—rich, stingy, sour, 

(PANTALONE leans out the win dow flap on the house
at R and scowls.) 

Who counts and recounts his gold every hour. 

(PANTALONE dis ap pears.) 

With him lives his niece Isabella, who each day…
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(ISABELLA leans out the win dow.) 

…looks lovingly—longingly—across the way…

(LELIO leans out the win dow of the house at L.)

…at the other house, where Lelio lives, a noble sir, who
looks across…

…lovingly—longingly—at her. 

(LELIO sighs loudly. ISABELLA sighs mu si cally, and
they both dis ap pear. ANDROCLES en ters from R,
around the back drop with broom.) 

And all the while Androcles toils each day. 
A slave has no choice but to obey. 

(PRO LOGUE ex its at R.)

(Song No. 3: Androcles’ Song)

(ANDROCLES sweeps com i cally, in front of the door,
over the door, then down the “street” to foot lights.)

ANDROCLES (sings).
UP WITH THE SUN 
MY DAY BEGINS. 
WAKE MY NOSE, 
AND SHAKE MY TOES, 
HOP AND NEVER STOP. 
NO, NEVER STOP UNTIL I—

…
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OFF TO THE BUTCHER’S, 
THEN TO THE BAKER’S,
TO AND FROM THE SANDALMAKER’S

HOP AND NEVER STOP. 
NO, NEVER STOP UNTIL I—
SPAGHETTI PREPARE 
WITH SAUCE TO PLEASE HER. 
DUST WITH CARE 
THE BUST OF CAESAR. 
HOP AND NEVER STOP. 
NO, NEVER STOP UNTIL I—DROP. 

Some masters, they say, are kind and good. But mine…! 
He cheats and he beats—he’s a miser. Never a kind
word does he say, but shouts, “Be about it!” And hits
you a whack on the back to make sure. I’m always
hungry. He believes in undereating. I’m fed every day
with a beating. I sleep on the floor by the door to keep
the robbers away. My clothes are patched and drafty
because my master is stingy, and cruel, and crafty!
When—oh when will there ever be a Roman Holiday for 
me!

(Sings.)
WILL MY FORTUNE ALWAYS BE, 
ALWAYS BE SUCH DRUDGERY? 
WILL HOPE EVER BE IN MY HOROSCOPE? 
OH, WHEN WILL I BE FREE? 

(PANTALONE enters around R of back drop, count ing
money.)

14 ANDROCLES AND THE LION Act I
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PANTALONE. …twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four,
twenty-five…

(ANDROCLES creeps up be hind him, and play ing a
trick, taps PANTALONE on the back with broom.
PANTALONE jumps.) 

Who is there?

ANDROCLES. Androcles. 
PANTALONE. Be about it! Be off! Go! Col lect my rents

for the day. Ev ery one shall pay. (ANDROCLES starts
R.)  Lock the win dows t ight .  Bol t  the  doors .
(ANDROCLES starts L.) My stool! Bring me my stool.
(ANDROCLES ex its R.) Lazy stu pid fool! There will be
no sup per for you to night. Oh, I will be bur ied a poor
man yet—with out a coin to put in my mouth to pay for
fer ry ing me across the River Styx.

(ANDROCLES runs in R with stool.) 

My stool!

(ANDROCLES places stool be hind PANTALONE and
pushes him down on it roughly. PANTALONE gasps in
sur prise.)

ANDROCLES. Yes, my mas ter.
PANTALONE. Go! Col lect my rents. Make them pay.

Bring me—my gold. Away!
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ANDROCLES. Yes, oh Mas ter. I run! (He starts “run -
ning” to L at top speed, then stops, looks back imp ishly,
and then slowly walks.)

PANTALONE (Brings out bag and starts count ing).
Twenty-six, twenty-seven, twenty-eight, twenty-nine,
thirty…

(At the same time, ISABELLA she leans out the win dow,
calls, stop ping ANDROCLES.)

(Song No. 4: Let ter Scene)

ISABELLA (sings).
ANDROCLES…ANDROCLES!

(He runs to her UR. She gives him a let ter. Mu sic con -
tin ues dur ing scene.)

ISABELLA. For Lelio. Run!

(ANDROCLES nods and smiles, pan to mimes “run ning”
to painted house on cur tain at L, pan to mimes knock ing.)

LELIO (ap pears at his win dow, takes let ter). Isabella!

(ANDROCLES smiles and nods. LELIO gives him a let -
ter. ANDROCLES “runs” to ISABELLA who takes let -
ter.)

ISABELLA. Ad mired!
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(ISABELLA gives ANDROCLES an other let ter. He
“runs” with leaps and sighs to LELIO who takes it.)

LELIO. Adored!

(LELIO gives ANDROCLES an other let ter. He “runs,”
en joy ing the ro mance, to ISABELLA who takes it.)

ISABELLA. Be witched!

(ISABELLA gives him an other letter—they are the same
three sheets of parch ment passed back and forth—which 
he de liv ers. This ac tion is con tin ued with a let ter to each 
lover and with ANDROCLES “run ning” faster and
faster be tween them.)

LELIO. Be wil dered!
ANDROCLES. And she has a dowry. The gold her fa ther

left her. (“Runs” to ISABELLA with let ter.)
ISABELLA. En rap tured!
LELIO. Inflamed!
ISABELLA. En deared! (Holds let ter.)
LELIO. My dear! (Holds let ter.) 
ANDROCLES. My—feet!

(ANDROCLES sinks ex hausted to ground. ISABELLA
and LELIO dis ap pear be hind the win dow flaps. Mu sic
stops.) 

PANTALONE (picks up the di a logue with his ac tion,
which has been con tin u ous). …One hun dred three, one
hun dred four, one hun dred five, one hun dred six…
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(Bites a coin to make sure.) …one hun dred seven…one
hun dred…

(LELIO enters from L, around back drop.)

LELIO. Si gnor Pantalone. 
PANTALONE (jumps from stool in fear). Some one is here!
LELIO. A word with you, I pray. 
PANTALONE (ner vously hides money). What—what do

you wish to say? 
LELIO. I come to speak of love. I come to sing of love!

(Song No. 4A: Lelio’s Love Song Underscore)

LELIO (reads ro man ti cally from a scroll he takes from his
belt). “To Isabella.”

PANTALONE. My niece?

LELIO (spo ken or sung).
“OH, LOVELY, LOVELY, LOVELY FLOWER,
GROWING LOVELI’R, EV’RY HOUR…
OH, SHOW’R ON ME YOUR PETALS OF LOVE, OH,

ISABELLA,
I STAND OUTSIDE—WITH NO UMBRELLA.”

(Spoken.) Signor, I ask you for Isabella. I ask you for
her hand in marriage.

PANTALONE. Marry—Isabella?
LELIO (reads again).

“My life, my heart, revolve about her,
Alas, I cannot live without her.”

PANTALONE (happy at the pros pect). You will sup port
her?
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