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River Rat and Cat

Comedy. By Y York. Cast: 3 actors. No one has ever understood 
the mysterious friendship of River Rat and Cat. From the day 
fastidious River Rat hauled a drowning sodden Cat from a sink-
ing basket (thinking Cat was some unique collectible), all of 
the river creatures have been dismayed by the camaraderie of 
this unlikely duo. Cat proved to be imaginative, grand, fussy 
and thoroughly needy, while Rat is material, practical and thor-
oughly self-reliant. Lately, Rat has become frazzled by Cat’s 
demands and has undertaken a program to make Cat more self-
sufficient. However, Cat is determined to remain a pampered 
feline. Unbeknownst to River Rat and Cat, their downstream 
neighbor, Dale Beaver, has cast an eye on the one remaining 
tree, a tree currently owned by River Rat and inhabited by Cat. 
Beaver needs this tree if the Dale Beaver Dam is to remain the 
tallest on the river. Beaver must break up this friendship so that 
Rat will evict Cat. It’s a Keystone Kops kind of komedy for kids 
and their kin. Unit set. Approximate running time: 60 minutes. 
Code: R85.
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*** NO TICE ***
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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver -
tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion.
The name of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type.
Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may
be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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River Rat and Cat pre miered at Childsplay at Tempe
Per forming Arts Cen ter, Tempe, Ar i zona, May 2007. The
pro duc tion was di rected by Mark Lutwak and in cluded the
fol low ing ar tis tic team:

CAST

River Rat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juliet Drake
Cat. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Justin Krueger
Dale Bea ver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ricardo D. Araiza

PRO DUC TION STAFF

Set De sign. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kimb Wil liam son
Lighting De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An thony Runfola
Sound De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Lutwak
Cos tumes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kish Finnegan
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gretchen Schaefer
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PER FOR MANCE NOTE

The char ac ters in this play are de ter mined—not des per ate,
but ex tremely fo cused, very in-the-mo ment, and a bit fix -
ated. To them, the seem ingly small is sues of the next
Cheese Sand wich or a miss ing Worry Stone loom as life
and death. To them, ev ery scheme is he roic, clever and his -
toric, even if the rest of us see them as trans par ent and
goofy. Please re sist the in cli na tion to “play” the hu mor. It
will come as these roles are ap proached with hon esty, ut -
most fer vor and de ter mi na tion. Play the ac tions and let the
lan guage guide you. The char ac ters have mo ments when
they get tan gled up in their schemes, when their ac tions
trip, stum ble and run head long into brick walls, and their
lan guage re flects and re veals such mo ments.

The per for mance style is unique and par tic u lar; it is height -
ened and pre cise. It’s closer to play ing the com e dies of
Beckett or Cow ard than, say, Neil Si mon. Many items and
con cepts ap pear as cap i tal ized words in the text. Such
words are not nec es sar ily stressed or punched, but they do
carry ex tra weight. These items and con cepts are pre cious
to these char ac ters. They are im por tant, and per haps, re -
cently learned.

These char ac ters func tion ac cord ing to the prin ci ples of
lower-el e men tary-school stu dents. Their world is only just
be gin ning to ex pand be yond the im me di ate fam ily. They
are ex plor ing and un der stand ing friend ship for the first
time. They only know a few things, so those things are im -
por tant. And when they learn and em brace some thing new,
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such as “a Prom ise,” it holds deep res o nant mean ing for
them.

Al though adults and older chil dren will find great en joy -
ment in this play, it is those be tween the ages of 4 and 7
years of age who will re ally fol low, track and un der stand
the drama of what en sues among River Rat, Cat and Dale
Bea ver. This must be re spected and hon ored.
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RIVER RAT AND CAT

CHAR AC TERS

RIVER RAT . . . . . . . . . A River Rat. A col lec tor of Items.

CAT . . An es capee house cat. Grand, pam pered, cow ardly.

DALE BEA VER . . . A bea ver. A gen eral in his own mind.

7
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RIVER RAT AND CAT

(A riv er bank on which is a cave en trance; farther from
the river, a tree and some holes in the ground. En ter
DALE BEA VER, march ing and chant ing in ca dence.
DALE BEA VER drags three enor mous tires roped to -
gether.)

DALE BEA VER.
Left
Left 
I left my Dam with a mighty good Plan
Because I thought it was right
Right
Right by the laws of jiminy jim 
I left my Dam with a mighty good Plan 
Because I thought it was Right
Right

(He marches and chants and care fully stashes the tires
so that they are par tially vis i ble.) 

Fight 
Fight 
When Cat sees this junk and Rat takes it in
They’ll fight
Fight
They’ll fight through the night and I’ll get this Tree

9
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And no one will get it but me
But me 
Tree
Tree

(He takes out a mea sur ing tape and mea sures a branch
of the tree.)

I’ll toss this Tree on top of the Dam
The Dam so high to reach the sky
Raise it up to higher than high
Sky
Sky
The highest Dam that’s in the land
If I can’t do it no one can
I’ll get this Tree and that’s my Plan
Plan
Plan

CAT (from off). Roar!
DALE BEA VER. Pres ent arms!
CAT (from off). Roar!
DALE BEA VER. I, Dale Bea ver (sa lutes tree), shall re turn 

for this Tree. ’Bout face. (Quickly marches off.) Hut hut
hut hut hut hut—

CAT (from off). Roar!

(En ter RIVER RAT.)

RIVER RAT. “Oh dear, oh no, oh dear oh no. Will I never
be safe from the Mighty Fe ro cious Beast? Must I al ways 
fear for my life from the Cat-who-shows-no- mercy? Oh
when, when will it ever end?”

CAT (en ters). “Roar!”
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RIVER RAT. “Shake shake, trem ble trem ble. I should have 
known, that I, I, piti ful cow ardly River Rat could never
out run—out-hide—out-smart—out side—the amaz ing,
the ter ri ble, Cat-in-Arms.”

CAT. “Roar roar!”
RIVER RAT. “Oh, spare me, amaz ing Cat, spare me.”
CAT. “Roar.”
RIVER RAT. …“Spare me, for you are the Cat-above-all,

the Cat-the-wise, the Cat-the-su per la tive cat ti est Cat.”
CAT. “Roar.”
RIVER RAT (get ting fed up). “Spare me and I will rub

your Tired Cat feet.”
CAT. “Roar.”
RIVER RAT. …“Spare me and I will be your ser vant for -

ever.”
CAT. “Roar.”
RIVER RAT. Caaaaat—
CAT. “Roar?”
RIVER RAT. That’s enough now. Would you please agree

to spare me so that we can move on?
CAT (re mind ing whis per). …Tasty Mor sel.
RIVER RAT. “Spare me, and I will bring you a Tasty

Mor sel.” Okay?!
CAT. Where is it?
RIVER RAT. Let me see. (Looks in pock ets.) Strings,

combs, wrap pers—Cheese Sand wich, will that do?
CAT. “I spare your life, mis er a ble crea ture! I will de vour

this Dead En emy.”
RIVER RAT. Dead Cheese Sand wich. Come on now, Cat,

time for your Les son.
CAT. “Into my Tree Hol low, I drag my blood-drip ping

kill—”

RIVER RAT AND CAT 11
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RIVER RAT. May on naise-drip ping.
CAT. “Slob ber, de vour—”
RIVER RAT. Time for the Gar den—
CAT. “In my Tree Hol low I gnaw into splin ters the Bones

of this Slain Beast.”
RIVER RAT. Yes, well, I hope you don’t get any cheese

splin ters stuck in your tongue. Come on, we will start
with seeds and fer til izer.

(DALE BEA VER en ters un seen.)

CAT. “Slob ber gnaw.”
RIVER RAT. All right, if you must slob ber, slob ber on the 

seeds.

(DALE BEA VER tosses a stone be hind RIVER RAT and
ex its. Star tled, RIVER RAT ap proaches it.)

RIVER RAT. Oh my. I say, Catty, look at this.
CAT. “What care I for a Gar den? I am Cat, the Hunter

Growler.”
RIVER RAT. No, look, Cat. This is not about the Gar den.

This is some thing com pletely dif fer ent than a Gar den. I
have found some thing. A fab u lous found-some thing, al -
ready pol ished and shined.

CAT. “Growl roar slob ber.”
RIVER RAT. Look, look. It was right there, right on the

ground. Don’t you think it will make a splen did Worry
Stone?

CAT (chokes). Worry Stone?
RIVER RAT. For my Col lec tion.
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CAT. Rivy! Is it not agreed upon that if you have a worry
that I chase it away with my fe ro cious “Roar roar,
snarl.”

RIVER RAT. Well… Yes, it is agreed.
CAT. And do you not have many many use less Worry

Stones al ready?
RIVER RAT. I sup pose I do.
CAT. You do not need an other Worry Stone.
RIVER RAT. Not just any an other. A splen did an other.
CAT. Oh, Rivy Rivy Rivy. (CAT runs into RIVER RAT’s

cave.)
RIVER RAT. What—what are you do ing in my Cave?

Don’t touch any thing. Come out of there at once.

(CAT emerges with RIVER RAT’s enor mous jar of worry 
stones.)

CAT. An other Worry Stone? To put in your al ready over -
flow ing Jar of Worry Stones?

RIVER RAT. There’s al ways room for one more.

(RIVER RAT drops it in, but it falls out of the jar. CAT
snatches it.)

CAT. Re mem ber your Prom ise?
RIVER RAT. No, I don’t re mem ber a Prom ise.
CAT. Noth ing, noth ing goes into your Cave with out some -

thing go ing out. You prom ised. Your Cave is stuffed to
over flow ing, just like this Jar. If you are go ing to have a 
new Worry Stone, you must toss away an old one.

RIVER RAT (gasp).
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CAT. Never mind, I’ll do it. Right into the River. (Be gins
to throw.)

RIVER RAT. No, no. Stop. Uh. Per haps this new one
does n’t have to go in the Jar.

CAT. Per haps it can stay right there on the ground where
you found it.

RIVER RAT. No, I was think ing…per haps it would be
pos si ble for you to carry it for me.

CAT (chokes).
RIVER RAT. Yes, Cat, carry. That way it won’t fur ther

over flow my Jar, and it will al ways be nearby in case of
an un planned or emer gency Worry.

CAT. …Carry? Did you say carry?
RIVER RAT. Yes, in one of your many many Pockets.
CAT. Carry it in one of your own Pockets.
RIVER RAT. You know very well my own Pockets are

full. Come on, Cat. Carry my lovely lit tle tiny shiny
Stone in side your Pocket.

CAT. I have no Pocket.
RIVER RAT. Why, yes. I’d say you have one two three

four five six seven Pockets. You can keep this Stone in
one of your seven Pockets.

CAT. Actually… (new idea) you would n’t want me to
drown, would you Rivy?

RIVER RAT. You never go in the River.
CAT. Be pulled down to the bot tom of the River by a

Pocket full of Stones.
RIVER RAT. One Stone that is prac ti cally weight less—
CAT. Un able to swim—
RIVER RAT. I gave you a les son— (Dem on strates swim -

ming.) Head above wa ter, pad dle pad dle—
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CAT. Never to be seen or heard from again. The cries of
sad ness can be heard from near and far: “Oooooh. Dear
Cat drowned, in the de tested River Wa ter while try ing to 
carry a Stone for be loved friend, River Rat, poor Cat
taken so pre ma turely by the rag ing River and the heavy
heavy Stone.”

RIVER RAT. This Stone could n’t drown a flea.
CAT. The Town Criers cry, the Mourners Mourn, the

Weepers and Wailers Weep and Wail, for poor drowned
Cat.

RIVER RAT. This is too ri dic u lous. Put this in a Pocket at
once. (Puts the stone into a CAT pocket. It im me di ately
falls to the ground, ker plunk.) Oh, not that one. (Tries
again, and again, the same.)

CAT (ker plunk). Or that one.
RIVER RAT (ker plunk). Or this one.
CAT (ker plunk). Or this one.
RIVER RAT (kerplink). Not this one.
CAT. That one won’t work ei ther!
RIVER RAT. You have seven use less Pockets.
CAT. They are not use less. They are not even Pockets.

They are Dec o ra tive Patches to give style and grace to
my Jacket.

RIVER RAT. How do you carry your Lunch and your
Ball-Peen Ham mer and your Curling Iron?

CAT. If, on the very im pos si ble chance, I should ever need 
a Ball-Peen Ham mer, I will get it from you.

RIVER RAT. Oh. I see. I carry ev ery thing you need, so
your Pockets get to be Dec o ra tive Patches.

CAT. I hate the bulgy bulge that hap pens with full Pockets. 
I like the lean sleek look of Pocketless Patches.
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RIVER RAT (grow ing in ter nal tur moil). Pocketless
Patches, Patches that do not serve as Pockets—seven of
them? Seven use less Patches? You get to have seven
use less Patches and I can’t have one lit tle mea sly ad di -
tional Worry Stone?

CAT. All right, Rivy. I’ll keep your Worry Stone. Right
here. (Drops the stone into one of the gar den holes.)

RIVER RAT. Take that out of there at once.
CAT. A mag nif i cent place to stash an ex cess Worry

Stone—
RIVER RAT. But but but—
CAT. No but. You asked me to keep it and here is where I

shall keep it.
RIVER RAT. Carry, carry, not keep.
CAT. Keep, carry. (Rhe tor i cal.) What’s the dif fer ence?
RIVER RAT (to self, breath ing hard). Keeping. Cat is

keep ing my Worry Stone in a Gar den hole.
CAT. Yes, I am. I am keep ing it safe in a Gar den hole.

That way you will al ways know where it is, Rivy.
RIVER RAT. I will?
CAT. You will. It will al ways be right here. Al ways.
RIVER RAT (re al iz ing). I will know where it is, and you,

too will know where it is! Ev ery day as you come to the 
Gar den to reap and tend and hoe you can check on my
Worry Stone.

CAT. I don’t reap and tend and hoe.
RIVER RAT. Yes, you shall reap and tend and hoe, check

the Worry Stone, and then you can can.
CAT. Can can? What means this Can can?
RIVER RAT. You can can. Canning. “Pick veg e ta ble, stuff 

veg e ta ble in Jar, put on lid, have Tasty Mor sels through -
out the win ter.”
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CAT. I get all the Tasty Mor sels I need from you.
RIVER RAT. No, you need to be able to take care of your -

self—
CAT. You take care of me.
RIVER RAT. So that I can have a day off!
CAT. But Rivy—
RIVER RAT. No but, you prom ised. Like it or not, I’m go -

ing to teach you Gar dening. (Goes into cave.)
CAT. I am not in ter ested in Gar dening. I am in ter ested in

roar ing and sleep ing and play ing and…

(RIVER RAT emerges with a pile of fish heads.)

CAT (con tin ues. Sees fish heads). Oh!… Eating, yum.
RIVER RAT. Look here, Friend Cat.
CAT. What are those de li cious-look ing eat-ables you have

so care fully piled?
RIVER RAT. These are not eat-able anythings. They are

the Heads of Dead Fish.
CAT. What are you do ing with the de li cious-look ing Heads 

of Dead Fish?
RIVER RAT. One Fish Head goes into each hole along

with one seed. The Dead Fish Head is for fer til izer. It is
a fa mous Gar dening Tech nique.

CAT. I never knew Gar dening was so de li cious.
RIVER RAT. De li cious and nu tri tious.
CAT. I love the Gar den.
RIVER RAT. Do you mean it, Cat?
CAT. Yes, yes, I love the Gar den. I par tic u larly love the

fer til izer part of the Gar den. Can we fer til ize now?
RIVER RAT. Cer tainly. I so hoped you’d like it.
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CAT. Not like, love, I love the Gar den…I will go along
be hind you and fill each hole with dirt.

(As RIVER RAT drops each seed and fish head, CAT
 comes along be hind and eats the fish head.)

RIVER RAT. Seed, fish head. We shall en sure a per fect
crop. Seed, fish head. Be care ful not to pack the dirt too
tightly.

CAT (mouth full). Mum ble mum ble.
RIVER RAT (plants seed, fish head). Oth er wise the plants

can’t stretch out, sink their roots down and their shoots
up. (Plants seed, fish head.) The dirt must be very very
loose.

CAT. Mum ble wurmble.
RIVER RAT. Oh, don’t worry about the worms. Worms

are good. Worms help keep the soil very very loose.
CAT. Mum ble yum.
RIVER RAT. Yes, these seeds will give us yummy cobs of 

baby corn fresh from the Gar den. A lightly-steamed-
 with-but ter-and-salt meal fit for a king. Come Au gust,
you will har vest stalks of yummy corn for your self and
your good neigh bor, River Rat. (Turns to ad dress CAT.)
What do you say?

CAT. Mum ble…
RIVER RAT (no tices). …Cat?
CAT. Mum ble?
RIVER RAT. What is that stick ing out of your mouth?
CAT (shakes head “no”).
RIVER RAT. Yes, there is some thing stick ing out of your

mouth. And your belly is quite puffy from full ness. 
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