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Baced on the book Sunchine by Madeline author Ludwig Bamelmane .
Book by Masic b Lyrice by
Jonnifor Draganskiand | "‘62“!;]" John O’Neill and
Caean Hartley Lol Cean Hartley

Mucicsl. Cact: Zm., Iw., at leact 12 children. Sunchine telle the ctory of a
grumpy landlord, Mr. Sunchine, who wante nothing but peace and quiet in hie
browngtone in Gramerey Park, New York. When he meste Mice Moore, 3 eweet and
clightly daffy older woman, he thinke he has found a petfect tenant, and he imme-
diately cigne her fo a five-year leace. The next day, Mr. Sunchine discovere that
Migce Moore intende to tun 3 mugic cchool in her apartment. Entaged, he tries to
evict her, but the imperturbable Mice Moore ic o dedicated to charing the joye of
mugic with her etudente that che barely noticee hie dicpleacure and recicte all -
tempte to be moved. However, after hearing a radio weather forecact calling for rain,
Mice Moore attende a public auction, whete che unwittingly bide the rent money on
a lot of 500 umbrellae. She is now unable to pay the rent, and Mr. Sunchine plane
fo evict her and the echool. But the recourceful etudente take mattere into theit own
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hande, raising the neceseary money by celling the umbrellas. Mr. Sunchine °
movee out of the building, defeated, but then tealizee he i¢ lonely without the chil-
dren. He returne to hie building and becomec a patron of the mugic schoal.
The encemble of children hag several stitting mugical numbete, including the
W o W[ . W . n O
contrapuntal “Let It Rain” (in which they cell the umbrellac), *The Auetion” (sung =
with the auctionear), “Get Out Your Paracol” (eung with Max Marvel, the weather 2
man, in 3 *4Qe-ctyle fantacy sequence), and Mice Moore’e theme cong sbout the =
joye of mugic, "Make a Joyful Noice.” Promational CD svsilable. Approximate =
running time: 50 minutee. Areg etaging. %
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**% NOTICE ***

The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclu-
sively by THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without whose
permission in writing no performance of it may be given. Royalty must
be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is presented for
profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is performed any
time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications and
restrictions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be contacted by mail at: DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COM-
PANY, PO. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S
AGENT THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro-
vides authors with a fair return for their creative efforts. Authors earn
their living from the royalties they receive from book sales and from the
performance of their work. Conscientious observance of copyright law is
not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue their creative work.
This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, deletions or
substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written consent
of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photo-
copy, recording, videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publisher. It may not be
performed either by professionals or amateurs without payment of roy-
alty. All rights, including, but not limited to, the professional, motion pic-
ture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lec-
turing, publication and reading, are reserved.

OMMVII
Book by JENNIFER DRAGANSKI and SEAN HARTLEY
Music by JOHN O’'NEILL
Lyrics by JOHN O'NEILL and SEAN HARTLEY
Based on the book Sunshine by LUDWIG BEMELMANS

Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved
(SUNSHINE)

For inquiries concerning all other rights, contact:

International Creative Management, 825 Eighth Ave,,
New York NY 10019 - Phone: (212) 556-5636

ISBN: 978-1-58342-383-7

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois


www.dramaticpublishing.com
www.dramaticpublishing.com

IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

All producers of SUNSHINE must give credit to Ludwig Bemelmans as
author of the book, Jennifer Draganski and Sean Hartley as dramatizers
of the book, Sean Hartley and John O’ Neill as lyricists, and John O’ Neill
as composer in al programs distributed in connection with performances
of the Musical and in al instances in which the title of the Musical ap-
pears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploiting the
Musical and/or a production. The names of Ludwig Bemelmans, Jennifer
Draganski, Sean Hartley and John O’ Neill must also appear on a separate
ling, on which no other name appears, immediately following the title,
and must appear in size of type not less than 50% the size of the title
type. Biographical information on Ludwig Bemelmans, Jennifer Drag-
anski, Sean Hartley and John O’Neill, if included in the playbook, may
be used in al programs. In all programs these notices must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois’

“Qunshine was originally commissioned by the Kaufman Center
as part of its program, ‘Planting New Seeds.’”

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



Sunshine' s world premiere took place at the Kaufman Center,
New York City, April 2005. The production included the fol-
lowing artists:

CAST

TODD BUONOPANE. . . vt vv it e i e i e Mr. Sunshine
KATHRYN MARKEY . ...ttt Miss Moore
JASON ROBINSON ... ..vvvvnn Max Marvel, Bradford Banks,

Auctioneer, etc.
SABRINA BOGEN . .\ttt ittt e it i i i e Lucy
SEAN HARDY .\ttt ittt ittt Jack
KATIEHENNEY . ... ... Naomi/Weathergirl
LIZHENNEY . ..o e e Susan/Weathergirl
MIRANDA JOHNSON . . .t ittt it e i e e e Dot
REBECCA KILBERG. . . . ..o oo e e e e Gemma/Weathergirl
RACHELRESNIK ... .......ooiuunn.. Samantha/Weathergirl
REBECCA ROTHSCHILD . . ... Auctioneer’ s Assistant/Weathergirl
REBECCA SHAW . .. ..ttt et Beth
RACHEL SOBELSOHN . . .\ttt ettt e e e Katie
SAMMY SUSSMAN. &« & ottt it e ettt et Alex
BRIANNA ZONIN . ..., Alice/Weathergirl

PRODUCTION STAFF and CREW

Directedby. .. ....... ... .. ... ... JENNIFER DRAGANSKI
Musicdirectedby . .. .......... .. ... .. ..., JHWAN KIM
Setdesignedby............. .. ... . ... JESSIE KRAUSE
Costumesdesignedby .................. JEAN ENGSTROM
Choreography by ........................ BEN TOSTADO
Production StageManager . .................. AMY SULDS
Production Assistant .. ................... GABRIEL LUCE

Sunshine was commissioned by the Kaufman Center as part
of its program, Planting New Seeds. The program was funded,
in part, by Andrea Brown, Kara Unterberg, Roy Niederhoffer,
Rosalind Devon, Connie and Leonard Goodman, and Charlie
Dimston.
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SUNSHINE

A Musical in One Act
For 2 men, 1 woman, at least 12 children

CHARACTERS
MR. SUNSHINE ............. a comically grumpy landlord
MISSMOORE . ............. a dightly daffy music teacher
*BRADFORD BANKS. . ... a fast-talking, no-nonsense lawyer
*MAX MARVEL . . ... adlick and charismatic TV weatherman
*AUCTIONEER . . .............. an enthusiastic auctioneer
*OPERA SINGER. . .. ........ .. very loud
LUCY. ... . ayoung and innocent girl
JACK .o acynical boy
NAOMI. .................... a good-hearted, friendly girl
ALEX ... ... ... . an excitable boy genius
SAMANTHA . ................... abrainy, pragmatic girl
DOT
GEMMA
ALICE
SUSAN
BETH
KATIE
JOEY

Actors playing the Children also double as Auctioneer’s Assis-
tant, Weathergirls, Families, Poodle Owner, Poodle, etc.

*In the original production, these roles were played by the same
actor.
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MUSICAL NUMBERS

“Migter Sunshing” . ...................... Full Company
“Hooligans . . ... Sunshine
“MakeaJdoyful Noisg”............. Miss Moore & Children
“Sunshing’s Transition”. ... .................... Children
“Get Out Your Parasol” . .. ...... Max Marvel & Weathergirls
“Before Auction” . ....... ... ... Children
“The Auction” ........ Auctioneer, Auctioneer’'s Ass't. & Co.
“TheRainSong” ............. ... i, Children
“Make a Joyful Noise” (reprise) . .. ... Miss Moore & Children
“Let Me Come Back/Finde” .......... Sunshine & Company
“Mister SunshineFinae . .......................... All
6
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SUNSHINE

SCENE: Outside MR. SUNSHINE's brownstone in Gra-
mercy Park.

(SONG: “MISTER SUNSHINE")

NARRATORS.

APARTMENT FOR RENT IN GRAMERCY PARK:

TWO CHEERFUL ROOMS, WITH HARDWOOD
FLOOR;

LOVELY VIEW, BUS STOPS AT DOOR,;

HAS BEEN VACANT FOR SOME TIME.

PLEASE INQUIRE WITHIN, SEE MISTER
SUNSHINE

CHORUS.
HERE IN THE PAPER THE CLASSIFIEDS
REPORT
MISTER SUNSHINE NEEDS A TENANT OF A
MOST PARTICULAR SORT
FOR SUNSHINE’S AWFULLY STUBBORN WITH
MANY FUSSY RULES

SUNSHINE.
NO DOGS OR CATS OR ACROBATS OR DANCING
FOOLS
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8 SUNSHINE

CHORUS.
POOR MISTER SUNSHINE!

CHILD. Tag! You'reiit.
(CHILDREN chase each other around SUNSHINE.)
SUNSHINE. Hey, you kids, get out of here!

CHORUS.

HE SCREAMS AND HE HOLLERS AT CHILDREN
ON THE STREETS

AND HE HUFFS AND PUFFS AT EVERY SINGLE
PERSON THAT HE MEETS

HE DOESN'T HAVE A FRIEND FOR HE LIKESTO
BE ALONE

BUT NEVER REALLY HAPPY 'CAUSE HISHEART
IS STONE

POOR MISTER SUNSHINE

POOR MISTER SUNSHINE NEEDS A TENANT
QUIET ASA MOUSE

HE'S A FUSSY MAN AND CANNOT STAND ANY
NONSENSE IN HISHOUSE

POOR MISTER SUNSHINE ALWAYS GLOOMY,
GRUMPY TO THE BONE

POOR MISTER SUNSHINE ALL ALONE

(Scene changes to inside the apartment. Tenant groups
enter one by one until they are dismissed by SUN-
SHINE.)

SUNSHINE. What do you want?
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SUNSHINE 9

FAMILY #1.

WE'D LIKE TO TAKE THE APARTMENT THE
NEIGHBORHOOD IS DEAR

WE'RE ALWAYS VERY QUIET SO YOU'LL
NEVER KNOW WE’'RE HERE

WE HAVE JUST ONE REQUEST A LITTLE
FAVOR IF YOU PLEASE

WHILE WE'RE AWAY JUST TWICE A DAY FEED
OUR CHIMPANZEES!

SUNSHINE. Get out!
(FAMILY #1 exits, FAMILY #2 enters.)

FAMILY #2.

WE ARE THE JONESES WE'RE A HAPPY FAMILY

WE LOVE THISSWEET APARTMENT IT'STHE
PLACE WE'D LIKE TO BE

WE’VE SEEN SO MANY PLACESTHISONE FITS
USLIKE A GLOVE

THISBUILDING NEEDS A FAMILY WHO WILL
FILL ITSWALLSWITH LOVE

CHILD #1. Owww. She pulled my hair!

CHILD #2. But she pushed me! (An improvised argument
ensues.)

SUNSHINE. Go away!

(FAMILY #2 exits. POODLE OWNER and POODLE en-
ter.)

POODLE OWNER.
THISISMY POODLE MADAME FIZZY
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10 SUNSHINE

(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff, ruff!
SHE SAID GOOD DAY
(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff, ruff, ruff!
SHE LIKES YOUR PLACE
(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff!
SHE'D LIKE TO STAY
(POODLE barks.) Ruff, ruff!
SHE’'S HUNGRY HAVE YOU ANY APPLE
STRUDEL?
OH, THE FUN THAT YOU WILL HAVE
LEARNING TO SPEAK POODLE

SUNSHINE. Scram!

(POODLE OWNER and POODLE exit. OPERA SNGER
enters.)

OPERA SINGER.
| AM A FAMOUS OPERA SINGER.
AHHHHHHHHHH!

(Sustains note until SUNSHINE angrily dismisses him/
her.)

SUNSHINE. OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT, OUT, GET OUT!

(OPERA SNGER exits. MISS MOORE enters. She is a
gentle and dightly daffy woman, dressed very demurely.)

CHORUS.
THEN RIGHT BEFORE HISEYESWASA VISION
MOST SERENE
AND HE SAID
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SUNSHINE 11

SUNSHINE.
MA’AM, YOU'RE THE MOST REFRESHING
SIGHT I'VE EVER SEEN.

CHORUS.
SHE LOOKED AND SHE PONDERED AND SAID

MISS MOORE.
WHAT A DELIGHT! | THINK IT'SAWFULLY
WARM AND HOMEY. IT'SJUST RIGHT.

CHORUS.

OH, MISTER SUNSHINE.

RIGHT THEN AND THERE IN A MOMENT OF
GREAT PEACE

MISTER SUNSHINE GOT THE PAPERS AND SHE
SIGNED A FIVE-YEAR LEASE

SHE SMILED AT HIM SWEETLY AND HANDED
HIM THE RENT

MISS MOORE.
| DON'T HAVE MUCH. I'LL MOVE IN NOW.

SUNSHINE.
YOU'RE HEAVEN SENT.

CHORUS.

OH, MISTER SUNSHINE!

OH, MISTER SUNSHINE FOUND A TENANT
QUIET ASA MOUSE

HE'S A FUSSY MAN AND CANNOT STAND ANY
NONSENSE IN HISHOUSE

OH, MISTER SUNSHINE’S VERY HAPPY, TIRED
TO THE BONE
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12 SUNSHINE

NOW MISTER SUNSHINE’'S NOT ALONE
GOODNIGHT
SLEEP TIGHT

(SUNSHINE, finally content, crosses to his separate bed-
room. Lights change. Suddenly, a cacophony of musical
instruments comes from MISS MOORE'’s apartment.
SUNSHINE jumps out of bed and rushes to her door.)

SUNSHINE. Miss Moore. (MISS MOORE cannot hear
over the music. He knocks again.) Miss Moore. (Furi-
ous.) Miss Moore, open this door immediately!

MISS MOORE (opens door and greets SUNSHINE
warmly). Why hello, Mr. Sunshine. Come in, comein!
SUNSHINE (pushing past her). What in heaven is going
on in here? (He notices children with instruments in

hand and freezes.)

MISS MOORE. Welcome to my music school, Mr. Sun-
shine.

SUNSHINE (stunned). Music school?

MISS MOORE. Children, this is Mr. Sunshine, the land-
lord.

ALL CHILDREN. Good morning, Mr. Sunshine.

NAOMI (offers her hand). My name is Naomi. | play the
flute. (Turns back to MISS MOORE.)

SUNSHINE. Miss Moore, they can’'t play music in here.

MISS MOORE (brightly). You'd be amazed at what they
can do. Would you like to hear? Children, let's play
something for Mr. Sunshine, shall we? (ALL murmur
agreement.)

CHILD. Let’s play the Beethoven.
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SUNSHINE 13

JACK. Not the Beethoven. That's for babies. Let's play
something really intense, like the Stravinksy.

LUCY. That makes my ears hurt.

SUNSHINE. | won't stand for this.

NAOMI. You can sit by me, Mr. Sunshine.

MISS MOORE. That's a lovely idea, Naomi. Are you
ready, children? (Picks up her baton.)

SUNSHINE. Miss Moore, you're not listening to me.

MISS MOORE. Oh, but | am, Mr. Sunshine. Has anyone
ever told you that your voice has a lovely timbre? We
have a choir, you know.

LUCY. Hooray! Mr. Sunshine is going to sing with us!
(ALL cheer.)

SUNSHINE. No, no, no, no, NO! (Slence.) There will be
no Beethoven, there will be no singing, there will be no
music of any kind in my building. Do | make myself
clear?

MISS MOORE. But thisis a music school.

SUNSHINE. No, it’s not. It's a private residence.

MISS MOORE. But | teach music in my home. Didn’t |
mention that to you?

SUNSHINE. No.

MISS MOORE. Oh, I'm sure | did.

SUNSHINE. I’'m sure you didn’t.

MISS MOORE. Well, perhaps you don’t remember ...

SUNSHINE. Miss Moore. | am quite certain that if you
had even hinted at such a ghastly possibility, | never
would have rented you the apartment.

MISS MOORE. Wdll, I'm sorry, Mr. Sunshine, but there is
nothing I can do now. My old apartment has aready
been rented. Besides, the acoustics there were terrible.
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14 SUNSHINE

SUNSHINE. That, Madam, is none of my concert. | advise
you to cease this noise at once, or | shall be forced to
cancel your lease.

MISS MOORE. Surely we can compromise, Mr. Sunshine.
How would it be if we only play between the hours of
eleven and six?

SUNSHINE. I will not bargain with you, Miss Moore. |
want these little monsters out of here.

MISS MOORE. You may not use language like that in
front of the children. Do you understand that? Now, |
have a rehearsal to attend to. We can discuss this later.
(Lifting her baton.)

SUNSHINE. Miss Moore, I'm warning you!

MISS MOORE (hesitates, then turns back to the children).
Children, give it al you've got!

(The CHILDREN begin playing as loudly as possible.)

SUNSHINE. Madam, this is the last straw. I'll seeyou in a
court of law!

(He storms off as the children continue to play. Lights
come down on the school and follow MR. SUNSHINE.)

(SONG: “HOOLIGANS’)

SUNSHINE.
HOOLIGANS, HOOLIGANS
THOSE LITTLE GIGGLING GIRLS AND
BOUNCING BOYS ARE NOTHING BUT
HOOLIGANS.
STOMPING WITH THEIR NOISY BOOTS,
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SUNSHINE 15

TOOTING TUNESUPON THEIR FLUTES,
BANGING DRUMS, CHEWING GUM,
OH YOU HOOLIGANS.

I'M A GENTLE MAN WHO LOVESTO SMELL A
ROSE

AND LOVESTO GO A-STROLLING IN THE RAIN.

BUT THOSE MUSICAL MARAUDERS,

WITH THEIR FIDDLES AND THEIR BOWS,

THEY'RE GOING TO DRIVE ME ABSOLUTELY
INSANE!

HOOLIGANS, HOOLIGANS,

NOTHING BUT STICKY-FINGERED,
SNOTTY-NOSED HOOLIGANS.

I'D RATHER HAVE THE STOMACH FLU

OR LIVE SOMEWHERE LIKE TIMBUKTU

THEN SHARE MY HAPPY HOME WITH HOARDS
OF HOOLIGANS.

I'VE HAD RATSIN THE CELLAR,

BUT | GOT RID OF THEM.

I'VE HAD ROACHESIN THE PLUMBING,

BUT | GOT RID OF THEM, TOO,

AND I'LL GET THOSE TWO-LEGGED MONSTERS,
IFIT'STHE LAST THING | DO.

MISCHIEVOUS HOOLIGANS, NO-GOOD
SHLAMOOLIGANS,

BATTLE LINES ARE DRAWN AND NOW WE'LL
SEE WHO WINS.

I'LL HAVE THEM BEGGING AT MY FEET,

AND THEN I'LL THROW THEM ON THE STREET,

OH YOU WRETCHED, MONSTEROUS MUSICAL
HOOLIGANS!
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16 SUNSHINE

(Lights go down on him and up on the music school. The
CHILDREN are finishing a piece.)

MISS MOORE. That was truly inspiring, children. The
notes were mostly wrong, but the spirit was inspiring.
Now, if you will turn to measure 89... (LUCY raises her
hand.) Yes, Lucy?

LUCY. Mr. Sunshine doesn’t like us.

MISS MOORE. Mr. Sunshine? Of course he does.

ALEX. Then why did he cal us “little monsters”?

SAMANTHA. Don't take it personaly. He's just displac-
ing his anger onto us. It's a classic defense mechanism.
My father told me about it.

MISS MOORE. That's a very interesting observation,
Samantha.

SAMANTHA (to the other kids). My father is a psychia-
trist.

MISS MOORE. Now, if you will turn to...

NAOMI. | think we should do something to cheer him up.

MISS MOORE. Yes, well, if we work on the slow move-
ment a bit, I'm sure that will cheer him up... (LUCY
raises her hand.) Yes, Lucy?

LUCY. Is Mr. Sunshine going to sue you?

MISS MOORE. Of course not. (LUCY raises her hand
again.) Yes, Lucy?

LUCY. Will we have to go to court?

MISS MOORE. No, dear. (LUCY raises her hand a third
time.) Lucy, dear, if | have to answer questions all after-
noon, we'll never finish the piece.

LUCY. But who will be our teacher if you get arrested?

MISS MOORE. I'm not going to be arrested. Besides,
there’ s nothing he can do. | signed a five-year lease.
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