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“Social conflict pervades our schools ... students have become ... 
numb to the anti-bullying messages of their teachers and principals. 

Gifted delivers the point in a way students can relate to. 
It’s about more than just bullying, it’s about breaking down differ-

ences and stereotypes in subtle and meaningful ways. Gifted delivers 
the message with humor and poignancy, and the students hear it.” 

— Michael Shapirol, Principal, Shepard Middle School, Deerfield, Ill.

Gifted – Drama. By Tommy Lee Johnston. Cast: 4m., 3w. 
Mr. Jenks revisits his high-school alma mater as a substitute 
teacher for a class of highly gifted students. Discovering the 
passage of time hasn’t erased his own painful experiences as a 
bully, he now faces a class of kids whose lives and experiences 
all too closely resemble those of the very students he taunted. 
Zach, Maggie, Jake, Janie, Jamie and James all struggle in their 
own way with their gift of intellect and the impact it has on 
their social standing in life and school. Their stories of being 
bullied quickly take Mr. Jenks back to a time of much shame 
and pain. He must face his feelings while helping the students 
understand the senselessness of bullying, and he will deliver 
news to the students that will force them to see life in a whole 
new way. Gifted moves at a fast clip, revealing the day-to-day 
drama and humor these kids live. It’s a story of love, respect, 
devotion, extreme forgiveness, and embracing one’s own gift. 
Simple set. Approximate running time: 70 minutes. Code: GC6.

“Gifted is warmly and instantly accessible for anyone from 8 to 80 ... 
a rare gem for children and an utter delight for adults. 

Tommy Lee Johnston has truly given us a Gift.” 
— Michael Colucci, Artistic Director, Red Twist Theater, Chicago

Cover production: Kids Acting Out Theatre, Nova H.P., Highland Park, Ill. 
Cover photo: Michael Brown. Cover design: Susan Carle.
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu sively
by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY with out whose per mis sion
in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must be paid ev ery
time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for profit and whether 
or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any time it is acted be fore
an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and re stric tions may be found 
at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be con tacted by
mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St.,
Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S AGENT 
THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COP IES. This law pro vides au thors
with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn their liv ing from the
roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the per for mance of their
work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is not only eth i cal, it en -
cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work. This work is fully pro tected 
by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or sub sti tu tions may be made in the
work with out the prior writ ten con sent of the pub lisher. No part of this work
may be re pro duced or trans mit ted in any form or by any means, elec tronic or 
me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma -
tion stor age and re trieval sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the
pub lisher. It may not be per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with -
out pay ment of roy alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes -
sional, mo tion pic ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, 
rec i ta tion, lec tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are reserved.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers must 
be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main sub sti -
tuted.
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all pro -
grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in all in -
stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing,
pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion. The name
of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name
ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not
less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal in for ma -
tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may be used in all pro grams.
In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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Gifted pre miered at the Redtwist Thea tre Com pany, Chi -
cago, in April of 2007. The di rec tor was Tommy Lee
Johnston, pro duc tion di rec tor was Brandee John ston, sound 
and lights were by Werner Brisske. The cast was as fol -
lows:

Zach. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sam uel Louis Johnston
Mr. Jenks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tommy Lee Johnston
Mag gie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hayley Otto
James . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Brisske
Janie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicole Johnston
Jamie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Claire Kedjidjian
Jake . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Paul Brisske
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GIFTED

CHAR AC TERS

ZACH – The only stu dent left at Camp bell Prep who still
wears a school uni form ev ery day. Zach is al ways the
first to ar rive and the last to leave. He goes through his
daily rou tine of pre par ing the class for learn ing be fore
his teacher and fel low class mates ar rive. Zach is ex -
tremely proud of his ge nius.

MR. JENKS – Sub sti tute teacher. A teacher for 20 years,
but this is his first ex pe ri ence with a “gifted” pro gram.
Mr. Jenks is a for mer stu dent of Camp bell Prep and is
still fa mous for his ath letic ac com plish ments in all
sports dur ing his school days.

JAMES – In cred i bly bright, he is the clos est thing to a
walk ing ref er ence book. James is very quiet and will
only speak when in for ma tion is re quired or ques tions
need an swer ing.

MAG GIE – Mag gie and her cell phone are in sep a ra ble.
She is not thrilled about be ing as so ci ated with the
“gifted” pro gram but makes up for it by hang ing out
with the school’s most pop u lar.
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JANIE/JAMIE – Sib lings. Jamie is a boy. They are fra ter -
nal twins.

JAKE – A re bel and very much a loner. He is the old est in
the group at 17, and he hates the idea of groups be cause 
of the la bels at tached. Jake does not like his as so ci a tion
with the “gifted” pro gram and his peers within the class.

NOTE: Gifted, a play in one act, is set in a small class -
room. Six chairs in a semi cir cle. The teacher’s desk po -
si tioned cen ter stage with three chairs on ei ther side.
The class is free-form. Stu dents are vo cal, de bat ing and
shar ing ideas on all sub jects. Di a logue can over lap at
times, of fer ing a sense of dis or der and re al ism.
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(He ex its. Phone rings, MR. JENKS an swers it.)

MR. JENKS. Hello, yes…I un der stand…I’ll be right down.

(MU SIC IN. Lights fade.)

SCENE FOUR

(MU SIC FADES.

Bell rings. Next day. KIDS be gin en ter ing room and
take their seats. ZACH has been there pre par ing the
room as the rest of the KIDS ar rive, ex cept JAMES.
Sec ond bell rings as JAKE steps into room and MAG -
GIE hangs up her cell phone. KIDS sit qui etly for a mo -
ment. They all look around, a bit con fused.)

JAKE (to MAG GIE). Where’s Jenks? (She shrugs her
shoul ders. Then to the TWINS.) Dumb and dumber,
where’s Jenks? (They shake their heads. To ZACH.)
Hey, squirt, where’s the teach?

ZACH. Where’s the teach? Why do you speak that way?
JAKE. I don’t need a lec ture, squirt, just an an swer.
ZACH. I re ally don’t ap pre ci ate you call ing me squirt, it’s

very de rog a tory.
JAKE. You are pretty short, squirt.
MAGGIE. Leave him alone, Jake, why you so nasty to day?
ZACH. Us ing “squirt” as some sort of ref er ence to my stat -

ure is in cor rect, it does n’t mean that at all, look it up,
Jake.
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JAKE. Could you just an swer the ques tion? Where…is…
the…teacher? 

ZACH. He’s…not…here.
JAKE. That’s bril liant. Squirt as a noun, an in stru ment, as

a sy ringe, for a liq uid, a small quick stream, the ac tion
or an in stance of, an im pu dent young ster.

ZACH. Im pu dent?
JAKE. Im pu dent. Marked by con temp tu ous or cocky bold -

ness or dis re gard of oth ers. In so lent.
ZACH. So you’re good at mem o riz ing the dic tio nary, not

that im pres sive, Jake.
MAGGIE. Leave him alone!

(Con ver sa tion be comes heated and builds.)

JAKE. You de fend him? I’ve seen you in the hall ways
with your friends, how you treat him, and ev ery one else 
in this class, and now you de fend him?

MAGGIE. It’s not the same, I don’t put him down, and I
don’t em bar rass him in front of oth ers.

JAKE. You don’t think ig nor ing him is n’t em bar rass ing?
(To ZACH.) She ig nores you, does n’t she?

MAGGIE. No, it’s not the same.
JAKE. Zach…she ig nores you, does n’t she?
ZACH. Yes, but I un der stand.
JAKE. Un der stand? You don’t like it, do you? 
MAGGIE. Stop it, Jake! It’s dif fer ent, Zach.
JAKE. Tell her, Zach, you don’t like it, do you?
MAGGIE. Stop it!
JAKE. Do you? Dammit, Zach, an swer the ques tion! Do

you like it?
ZACH. No!
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JAKE. He likes you, for God’s sake, don’t you get that?
He has since the third grade.

ZACH. Sec ond.
JAKE. Do you think there is any thing worse you can do to 

him than ig nore him? Pre tend he does n’t ex ist?
MAGGIE. That’s not fair!
ZACH. I’m sorry.
JAKE (to ZACH). Sorry? What are you sorry about? (Back 

to MAG GIE.) He walks these halls, he’s rid i culed,
teased, hu mil i ated!

ZACH. I don’t care about that.
JAKE. I don’t be lieve you, how can you not care? You

don’t care they treat you like crap?
ZACH. No.
JAKE. You don’t care?!
ZACH. No!
MAGGIE. Leave him alone!
JAKE. You don’t care she ig nores you?!
MAGGIE. Stop it!!!
JAKE. Zach?
ZACH. Yes! I do!! I do care about that!!!
MAGGIE. Zach, it’s dif fer ent out there, my friends don’t

un der stand.
JAKE. Un der stand what? That he’s just a kid like they are?
MAGGIE. He’s not!
JAKE. He is!
MAGGIE. They can’t re late, he can’t re late.
JAKE. They don’t try.
MAGGIE. Be cause they can’t!
JAKE. They don’t try!
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MAG GIE. They can’t! They think he’s a freak! (Pause.
ZACH drops his head and turns away. MAG GIE is
sorry she said it.)

JAKE. That’s right…he’s a freak like the rest of us…look
at him, the way he’s dressed, the way he combs his
hair, that stu pid pocket pro tec tor, he just oozes freak,
right? 

ZACH. I am not a FREAK!!!

(Sud denly out of no where, ZACH charges JAKE. Re act -
ing quickly JAKE puts ZACH in a headlock. The whole
CLASS is on their feet.)

MAGGIE. Oh my God! Let him go, Jake!
ZACH. Take it back, Jake.
JAKE. Zach, I never knew you had it in you, freak.
ZACH. I am not a freak!!!
JANIE. Let him go, Jake!
JAMIE. You’ll hurt him!
MAGGIE. Don’t hurt him!
JAKE. I could never hurt him more than you have.
MAGGIE. Don’t be so dra matic! Let him go!
JAKE. Only if he prom ises to go back to his seat.
ZACH. Let me go!
JAKE. Do you prom ise?
ZACH. Let me go!
JAKE. Prom ise?

(At that mo ment MR. JENKS walks in.)

MR. JENKS. Jake!
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(JAKE lets go…ZACH sucker punches him in the stom -
ach, drop ping JAKE to his knees. Other than the sound
of JAKE try ing to get his breath, the room is si lent.)

MR. JENKS (cont’d). Step back, Zach! (He reaches down
to JAKE.) Are you OK? (JAKE nods. MR. JENKS helps 
him to his seat and looks over to ZACH.)

ZACH. I un der stand punch ing a fel low class mate in the
stom ach does not fall within the code of proper con -
duct, and I’m will ing to face any dis ci plin ary ac tion you 
or the school sees fit.

MR. JENKS. Sit down, Zach.
ZACH. I’ll go to the of fice, Mr. Jenks.
MR. JENKS. Sit down.
ZACH (be gins to walk to the door). I’ll turn my self in.
MR. JENKS. Sit down, Zach! It was wrong, you know it,

right?
ZACH. Yes.
MR. JENKS. And you won’t do it again?
ZACH. I’m not in tend ing to.
MR. JENKS. Good, sit down.

(The CLASS set tles back into their chairs. JAMES en -
ters, head down and sits at his desk.)

JAMIE. That never hap pens.
JANIE. You’re never late.
MAGGIE. Ev ery thing OK, James?

(No an swer. Rapid fire.)

JANIE. He does n’t look very good.
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JAMIE. Are you ill?
JANIE. Maybe you should go to the nurse’s of fice.
MR. JENKS. He’s fine. 
JANIE. I don’t know, he looks a lit tle flushed.
JAMIE. Sign of a fe ver, do you feel chilled, James?
MR. JENKS. He’s OK.
JANIE. The flu can be tricky.
MR. JENKS (be com ing im pa tient). He does n’t have the

flu.
JAMIE. It’s tricky, the flu.
MAGGIE. And it’s con ta gious! I don’t want the flu!
MR. JENKS. Class.
JANIE. A trip to the nurse is the best idea.

(Over lap ping.)

JANIE/JAMIE/MAG GIE. I don’t want the flu, nurse is the
best idea, I don’t want to get sick!

MR. JENKS. Stop it! Be quiet! He does n’t have the flu!
You’re not go ing to get sick! I just need for you to be
quiet for one min ute! (The CLASS is sud denly quiet. All 
eyes on MR. JENKS as he gath ers his thoughts and
takes a long pause.) James is fine. I just came out of a
meet ing with the principal, Mr. Jaffe…he in formed me
to day that Mr. Z won’t be com ing back.

(Si lence.)

ZACH. What… You mean this week?
MR. JENKS. No…
MAG GIE. …Never?
MR. JENKS. Mr. Z has been ill.
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ZACH (out of his seat). But it’s only tem po rary.
MR. JENKS. He’s been sick for a while…a few months

now.
ZACH. No… He’s never been sick…I would know if he’s

been sick, he did n’t email me…he would’ve told me.
MR. JENKS. James’ fa ther has been treat ing him.
MAGGIE. …Can cer?
ZACH (to MAG GIE). He does n’t have cancer…he can’t…

James?!
MR. JENKS. They thought they had it un der con trol; he

did n’t want to tell you guys, he did n’t want to worry
you.

ZACH (be comes fran tic, to JAMES). James…what is it?
MR. JENKS. It got worse, Zach, they could n’t keep up

with it.
ZACH. James?!
JAMIE. Is he dy ing?

(No an swer.)

ZACH (rushes back to JAMIE). No! He’s not dy ing! He
would n’t do that! (Back to JAMES.) James, what is it?!

MR. JENKS. Zach, please.
ZACH (more des per ate now). Tell me, James…you have

the an swers! (He grabs his arm.)
MR. JENKS. Zach.
ZACH. You al ways have the an swers, James! James! (To

CLASS.) He al ways has the an swers. You al ways have
the an swers! (Tug ging on his arm.) Stand up, James!
Stand up! Stand up!!!

MR. JENKS. Please, Zach.
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ZACH (in tears). James! You al ways have the an swers!
Stand up! Tell me!

JAMES. I…don’t…know.
ZACH. You al ways know! (He is de feated, he pauses.

Slowly he drops his head into his hands. Step ping away. 
Slowly and softly.) You al ways know. You al ways
know.

(Af ter a long pause, JAKE stands and walks to ZACH.
He puts his arms around him and pulls him in close.

MU SIC IN.

MAG GIE, also cry ing, stands and puts her arms around 
both of the boys. JANIE and JAMIE and fi nally JAMES
do the same as the CLASS stands in a group hug ging
the Lights fade.)

SCENE FIVE

(MU SIC FADES. Bell rings.

Lights up. JAKE sits alone in the class. MR. JENKS en -
ters. Beat.)

MR. JENKS. That’s an un usual sight, the bell rang and
you’re still here. 

JAKE. This would be a first.
MR. JENKS. You OK?
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