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King Chemo was orig i nally pro duced in the spring of 1996
as a tour ing pro duc tion of the De part ment of Thea tre and Dance 
at the Uni ver sity of Texas at Aus tin. King Chemo opened at
Aus tin Cir cle of The ater’s Playfest ’96 on March 13, 1996. The
play was also per formed at Brackenridge Hos pi tal’s The Park
pe di at ric on col ogy out pa tient clinic and at the Uni ver sity of
Texas at Aus tin Lab Thea tre. An ex cerpt of the play was also
per formed at a re gional ASSITEJ-USA (In ter na tional Children’s 
The ater As so ci a tion) con fer ence in Dal las.  The pro duc tion team 
and cast were as fol lows:

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kati Koerner
Dramaturg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charles Ad ams
Cos tume De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Erin Slattery
Orig i nal Mu sic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Allison Downey
Ed u ca tion Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Han dler
Stage Man ager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cheryl Green
Pro ducer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Suzan L. Zeder

Kevin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guilford Ad ams
Me lissa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Han dler
Doc tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pamela Ribon
Nurse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Long

King Chemo was sub se quently pro duced by the Im promptu
Players at Macon Col lege in Macon, Geor gia, as the play -
wright’s the sis pro duc tion for his MFA in Children’s The ater/
Cre ative Drama from Uni ver sity of Texas at Aus tin. The pro -
duc tion opened on April 24, 1997, on their main-stage and then
sub se quently toured the com mu nity with the fol low ing pro duc -
tion team and cast:

Di rec tor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Syd ney Chalfa
Set and Light De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Ev ans Miller
Cos tume De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shel ley Kuhen
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Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shanda Bizzle
Dramaturg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Suzan L. Zeder
Out reach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Ev ans Miller

Kevin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ja son Courson
Me lissa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy Ferrell
Doc tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rose Hunt Per son
Nurse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Stew art

King Chemo was then pro duced by the Teens N The ater
pro gram at the Omaha The ater Com pany for Young Peo ple at
the Rose Blumkin Per forming Arts Cen ter in Omaha, Ne braska.
This pro duc tion and sur round ing out reach was the high school
in terns’ pro ject in part ner ship with the Children’s Hos pi tal and
the Ne braska Leu ke mia & Lym phoma So ci ety. The pro ject was
awarded a grant from the Ne braska Arts Coun cil. The pro duc -
tion opened on Sep tem ber 6, 2003, in the Hitch cock Theater and 
then toured to a lo cal el e men tary school and to Villisca, Iowa,
with the fol low ing pro duc tion team and cast:

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin Ehrhart
Pro ducer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian Guehring
Light De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An drew Vance
Mar keting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Fran Sillau
Dramaturg. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Ev ans Miller
Out reach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jill Dibbern Manhart
Sound De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin Ehrhart

Kevin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Joshua Mitchell
Me lissa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shan non Kyler
Doc tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Em ily McTate
In tern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Em ily Greenberg
Nurse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Erin O’Keefe
Floor Nurse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Darrell Hobbs
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KING CHEMO
A play in one act

For 2m., 2w. or 1m., 3w.

CHAR AC TERS:

KEVIN . . . . . a 10-year-old boy un der go ing che mo ther apy
ME LISSA . . . a 10-year-old girl un der go ing che mo ther apy
DOC TOR . . . . . . . . . . . . . fe male hemotologist/oncologist
    also plays: ICE QUEEN,  DR. STRANGEGLOVE,

ZYBOX, COUNT ESS, AGENT 5
NURSE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . male R.N.
    also plays: PUPPET MAN, IGOR, QWICKBERT,

NOSFERATU, AGENT X

CASTING NOTES AND EX PAN SION:

The first two pro duc tions were played with 2 males and 2
fe males. The Nurse could be a fe male if needed. The Nurse 
and Doctor parts can also be split into 4 roles. The third
pro duc tion had a Doc tor, In tern, Floor Nurse and Nurse.

SET TING:

MON DAY:
    Scene 1 - the tor ture cham ber of the Ice Queen
    Scene 2 - Me lissa’s hos pi tal room
    Scene 3 - the evil lab o ra tory of Dr. StrangeGlove
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TUES DAY:
    Scene 4 - Me lissa’s hos pi tal room
    Scene 5 - the bi zarre at mo sphere of planet Wuwomp
    Scene 6 - Kevin’s hos pi tal room

WEDNES DAY:
    Scene 7 - Me lissa’s hos pi tal room
    Scene 8 - the creepy vam pire lair of the Count ess

THURS DAY:
    Scene 9 - Kevin’s hos pi tal room
    Scene 10 - the high-tech se cret agent com mand cen ter

NEXT FRI DAY:
    Scene 11 - Kevin’s hos pi tal room

The hos pi tal set tings are antiseptic, me tal lic and shiny with 
harsh, white light ing. The fan tasy set tings are col or ful,
darker, and imag i na tive.

Tran si tions be tween scenes dur ing the same day should be
as quick as pos si ble.

Set notes: De spite the fan ci ful set de scrip tions, this play
can be pro duced very sim ply. The orig i nal pro duc tion used
one bed, two IVs, three roll ing screens, props, great cos -
tumes and lots of au di ence imag i na tion to cre ate all the lo -
ca tions for the show. The sec ond pro duc tion had a beau ti -
ful, elab o rate set that was able to trans form and cre ate all
the fan tas tic lo ca tions from Kevin’s imag i na tion.
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KING CHEMO

MON DAY — SCENE 1

(Superhero mu sic fades up as lights re veal an icy
prison-like tor ture cham ber [re mark ably also slightly re -
sem bling a hos pi tal room]. A shiny, icy sub stance cov ers 
all fur ni ture. KEVIN is trapped in the room.)

KEVIN (in a re corded voice-over). Wel come back to
“THE AD VEN TURES OF IN VIN CI BLE BOY, De -
fender of Youth.” When we last left our hero [a nor mal
boy in ap pear ance, but born of su per hu man strength,
agil ity, and in tel li gence], he had just been cap tured by
his evil arch en emy, the Ice Queen

(The ICE QUEEN en ters wear ing an ice-blue vil lain ess
cos tume [slightly re sem bling pas tel-blue hos pi tal
scrubs].)

[the fa mous ris ing fig ure skat ing star who trag i cally
crashed through thin ice trans form ing her into a vil lain -
ess with an ice heart] and her de voted lackey, Pup pet
Man

(PUPPET MAN en ters wear ing a mar i o nette out fit [also 
re mark ably re sem bling hos pi tal scrubs].)
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[the fa mous cham pi on ship rock climber who was caught 
in a treacherous av a lanche chang ing him into a brain less, 
spine less side kick].

KEVIN (live). So, we meet again, Ice Queen.
ICE QUEEN. Yes, In vin ci ble Boy, and this time there is no 

es cape.
KEVIN. Don’t be so sure.
ICE QUEEN. Pup pet Man, get our pris oner a glass of ice

wa ter.
PUPPET MAN. Yes, Your Iciness. (PUPPET MAN goes to 

get a glass of wa ter.)
ICE QUEEN. I want you to feel wel come in my ice cas tle.

Is it cold enough for you?
KEVIN. You can’t freeze me, Ice Witch.
ICE QUEEN. We’ll lower the tem per a ture more and see,

won’t we?
KEVIN. You’ll never keep me here, you Frozen Freak -

azoid.

(PUPPET MAN re turns with wa ter and ICE QUEEN
trips him send ing the wa ter into KEVIN’s face.)

ICE QUEEN. Did that sting? Your pa thetic pow ers are no
match for me.

KEVIN. I’ll en joy see ing you sweat in a hot jail cell.
ICE QUEEN. You should re ally give up that her o ism thing. 

It’s so passé. You should join our side.
KEVIN. Join you? To do what?
ICE QUEEN. To elim i nate fun, imag i na tion, and ev ery -

thing that brings hap pi ness. To cre ate a world where
pain, se ri ous ness, and logic dom i nate the world. To es -
tab lish a planet where only the Ice Queen will rule. 

10 KING CHEMO

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



KEVIN. How do you plan to ac com plish this?
ICE QUEEN. By steal ing toys, freez ing amuse ment parks,

and mak ing bor ing tele vi sion. If all else fails, we’ll kill
all the happy peo ple. (PUPPET MAN laughs evilly.)
Why are you laugh ing in my pres ence?

PUPPET MAN. My Queen, it was an evil laugh, not a
happy laugh.

ICE QUEEN. I don’t care. (ICE QUEEN pulls PUPPET
MAN’s string so PUPPET MAN slaps him self.)

PUPPET MAN. Sorry.
ICE QUEEN. I could use you, In vin ci ble Boy. Your su per -

hu man strength, agil ity, and in tel li gence would help us.
What do you say, part ners?

KEVIN. Never.
ICE QUEEN. Maybe we can change your mind. Pup pet

Man, give him “the pill.”
PUPPET MAN (brings out a pill). This will help you cool

off.
KEVIN. I won’t take it.
ICE QUEEN. I think you will. (ICE QUEEN opens a

drawer and dry ice smoke falls out as she se lects a tor -
ture de vice [re sem bling a stetho scope]. ICE QUEEN
places the tor ture de vice on KEVIN’s back.)

KEVIN. AAAAHHHHH! (PUPPET MAN drops pill in the
shiv er ing KEVIN’s open mouth.)

ICE QUEEN. So sorry, was that cold for you? 
PUPPET MAN. This should an swer any more ques tions

you have about the plan of at tack. (PUPPET MAN
hands him a pam phlet.)

KEVIN (read ing). “Cold-blood ed ness and You: How an
Emo tion less Ex is tence In creases Lon gev ity.” I’ll never
join you.

KING CHEMO 11
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ICE QUEEN. Then we have no choice but to kill you. 
KEVIN. You can’t.
ICE QUEEN. Do you think you are strong enough to re -

sist?
KEVIN. I train three times a day, eat lots of super heroes

power snacks, and spend five hours each day on video
fight sim u la tion.

PUPPET MAN (to ICE QUEEN). He trains more than you
do.

KEVIN. Would you like to be tor tured or just put to death
quickly?

ICE QUEEN. Nei ther. Pup pet Man, be gin the ice treat ment.
PUPPET MAN. As you wish, Your Cold ness.
KEVIN. You can never de feat me. I am In vin ci ble Boy,

De fender of Youth!
ICE QUEEN. You won’t be for much lon ger. (PUPPET

MAN at ta ches a tor ture de vice [some what re sem bling an 
IV] on KEVIN’s arm. KEVIN braces him self for the
pain.) This treat ment will slowly re place your blood
cells with ice crys tals. Later we’ll re place your bones
with ici cles and your spi nal fluid with ice wa ter. You
have four days to ei ther join our side or per ma nently be -
come Ici cle Boy.

KEVIN. I’m strong enough to re sist you.
ICE QUEEN. We’ll see. For now, sit back and chill, In vin -

ci ble Boy. We’ll be back soon to start with your bones
and spi nal fluid.

PUPPET MAN. Ready for your next pris oner? The new
girl? (PUPPET MAN hands ICE QUEEN a folder.)

ICE QUEEN. Yes, the po ten tial Po lar Prin cess. Very log i -
cal and se ri ous al ready. Let’s go. (ICE QUEEN and
PUPPET MAN be gin to leave as KEVIN be gins to take

12 KING CHEMO

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



out IV.) Oh, and In vin ci ble Boy, I know what you are
think ing, and I sug gest that you don’t take it out. Your
body will go into im me di ate with drawal, and you’ll die
now in stead of Fri day. Think about my of fer, In vin ci ble
Boy. (ICE QUEEN and PUPPET MAN leave. KEVIN
stands with his icy IV.)

KEVIN. Four days to es cape this fiend ish im pris on ment
and to save that poor girl. First I must avoid my ice sur -
gery, then I must find the girl. The ad ven tures of In vin -
ci ble Boy, De fender of Youth have be gun again!
(KEVIN ex its with IV to dra matic fan fare.)

MON DAY — SCENE 2

(The fan tasy mu sic fades into a sound col lage of a hos -
pi tal. Lights re veal a small room very sim i lar to the set
of the last scene, but now clearly a hos pi tal room.
[Note: the block ing dur ing the first part of this scene
par al lels the block ing of the pre vi ous scene.] ME LISSA
is sit ting in her room as NURSE and DOC TOR en ter.)

ME LISSA. Good morn ing.
DOC TOR. Good morn ing, Me lissa. How are you do ing to -

day?
ME LISSA. Pretty good.
NURSE. Me lissa, would you like a glass of ice wa ter?
ME LISSA. Yes, please. (NURSE goes to get a glass of wa -

ter.)
DOC TOR. Make sure you don’t trip this time.
NURSE. I’ll be ex tra care ful not to spill it again.
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DOC TOR. Me lissa, we want you to be as com fort able as
pos si ble here. Is the room tem per a ture OK? 

ME LISSA. It’s fine.
DOC TOR. Good.

(NURSE hands ME LISSA drink.)

ME LISSA. Thank you. 
DOC TOR. We are about to start the treat ment, but re mem -

ber I can’t do this alone. I need your help.
ME LISSA & DOC TOR. Part ners.
NURSE. This is to help you so you won’t get nau se ated.

(Handing ME LISSA a pill.)
ME LISSA. Zofran? (NURSE nods and ME LISSA swal lows

pill.)
DOC TOR. Now I’m just go ing to check your breath ing.

I’m sorry but this might be cold. (DOC TOR uses stetho -
scope to check ME LISSA’s breath ing.)

NURSE. We brought you an other pam phlet. (NURSE
hands ME LISSA a pam phlet.)

ME LISSA. “Che mo ther apy and You: How a Nu tri tious
Diet Aids Treat ment.” Thanks. (ME LISSA adds new
pam phlets to her hoard of in for ma tion.)

DOC TOR. Do you have any ques tions about the pam phlets 
we gave you last time?

ME LISSA. I don’t think so. I knew most of the in for ma -
tion al ready. The one on clin i cal tri als was pretty in ter -
est ing, but the gen eral one about can cer was so sim ple. I 
think it would be more ap pro pri ate for a youn ger age
group.

DOC TOR. I’ll make a note of that. 
ME LISSA. So what’s go ing to hap pen to day?
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DOC TOR. Let’s look and see what tests you’re sched uled
for…

ME LISSA. Oh, I’m sched uled for a bone mar row test and
a spi nal tap to make sure the can cer cells have n’t come
back. I just wanted to know when the tests are.

NURSE. You’re sched uled for 2:00 this af ter noon. We’re
go ing to be gin your IV now so we can start your che mo -
ther apy soon. (NURSE be gins hook ing up her IV to her
infusaport.)

DOC TOR. Have you been eat ing well?
ME LISSA. Yes, ma’am. Three bal anced meals each day,

no salty or fatty foods, lots of flu ids, and only healthy
snacks.

NURSE (to DOC TOR). She eats better than you do.
ME LISSA. Would you like a rice cake or some soy beans?
DOC TOR. No thank you. Is there any thing you need?

(ME LISSA shakes her head. DOC TOR and NURSE be -
gin to leave.) We’ll be back shortly to be gin the treat -
ment.

ME LISSA. Should I buzz the call but ton to re mind you?
DOC TOR. Only if we aren’t here by 2:05.
NURSE. I’ll get Kevin so we can start his tests.

(NURSE and DOC TOR exit. ME LISSA starts to read
pam phlet. KEVIN sneaks into the room and sees ME -
LISSA.)

KEVIN. Hey! Don’t read that! 
ME LISSA. What are you do ing in my room?

(KEVIN rushes and takes the pam phlet away from her
and starts jump ing up and down on the pam phlet.)
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KEVIN. Don’t be lieve a word in this.
ME LISSA. What are you do ing?
KEVIN. I’m de stroy ing the evil pro pa ganda from the Ice

Queen. She gives it to ev ery one. (KEVIN shows ME -
LISSA his pam phlet.)

ME LISSA. What are you talk ing about?
KEVIN. I’m sav ing you from the evil vil lain ess who wants 

to de stroy us! (KEVIN rips up the pam phlets.)
ME LISSA. You’re rip ping up pam phlets on nu tri tion.
KEVIN. You can thank me later. (KEVIN throws pam -

phlets in trash.)
ME LISSA. Who are you?
KEVIN. Who am I? Who are you?
ME LISSA. No, who are you?
KEVIN. Who are you?
ME LISSA. I asked first.
KEVIN. I asked sec ond.
NURSE (off-stage). Kevin!
KEVIN. Shhhh!

(KEVIN grabs ME LISSA and both hide be hind par ti tion. 
NURSE en ters and looks around. NURSE can’t find
KEVIN or ME LISSA.)

NURSE. Kevin? Me lissa? (NURSE ex its. KEVIN and ME -
LISSA come out from be hind the par ti tion.)

ME LISSA. What are you do ing in my room, Kevin?
KEVIN. Playing a game with the nurse, Me lissa. Don’t

worry he thinks it’s lots of fun. So what brings you
here?

ME LISSA. Con sidering this is the can cer floor of a hos pi -
tal, it’s prob a bly a safe bet I have can cer.
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KEVIN. Sassy. I like that. When were you di ag nosed?
ME LISSA. That’s none of your busi ness.
KEVIN. You must be a rookie. You see, I’ve been do ing

this for over a year now. I’m the king of che mo ther apy.
If you have any ques tions, just ask me. I’ve helped a lot
of young kids get through che mo ther apy.

ME LISSA. How do you help? 
KEVIN. I fill them in on what’s re ally go ing on. For in -

stance… (KEVIN goes to the hall to check for signs of
the DOC TOR.) You have to watch out for the “doc tor.”

ME LISSA. Why? She’s been very nice to me.
KEVIN. Acting nice to you, but in re al ity she is pure…

(NURSE opens door and KEVIN and IV dive be hind cur -
tain.)

NURSE. I’m sorry to dis turb you, Me lissa, but you have n’t 
seen Kevin, have you?

ME LISSA. Who?
NURSE. I guess not. If you had met Kevin, you’d re mem -

ber. I’m sure you’ll meet him soon. He’s an other leu ke -
mia pa tient. Thanks any way. (NURSE ex its.)

KEVIN. Hey, thanks. You’re all right.
ME LISSA. What is the doc tor re ally?
KEVIN. Pure Evil. She won’t be able to hide it for much

lon ger if you watch closely.
ME LISSA. Kevin, not all doc tors are mean.
KEVIN. Not all doc tors. Just her. 
ME LISSA. Why would she be mean to me?
KEVIN. Be cause you’re a leu ke mia pa tient.
ME LISSA. She’s mean to all leu ke mia pa tients?
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KEVIN. Yes. You see, only the re ally spe cial kids get leu -
ke mia. The few, the proud, the leu ke mia kids. It’s ac tu -
ally a great honor to be cho sen for chemo.

ME LISSA. Che mo ther apy is an honor?
KEVIN. No. Chemo is ter ri ble. The honor is be ing cho sen.

It means you were too strong to be bro ken through the
usual means.

ME LISSA. Who wants to break us?
KEVIN. The Powers That Be. (KEVIN pulls out his charts

and maps.) See, there is some one out there try ing to
con trol us Earth chil dren. Ob vi ously the en tire hos pi tal
staff is in on the plan. I’m not sure who’s be hind it yet,
but I think it’s the “doc tor.” 

ME LISSA. And why do they want to con trol us?
KEVIN. Not sure. Prob a bly for world dom i na tion.
ME LISSA. Why are you tell ing me?
KEVIN. My mis sion is to dis cover who they re ally are and 

save the world’s chil dren from their evil plots.
ME LISSA. Oh. (Going back to her jour nal.)
KEVIN. What are you do ing? Don’t bother do ing any

home work. Just tell your teach ers you were too tired to
fin ish. They won’t say any thing. 

ME LISSA. It’s my health jour nal, not home work.
KEVIN. Good, be cause school is the num ber one way the

Powers that Be try and con trol kids. 
ME LISSA. How do they use school?
KEVIN. To brain wash us. 
ME LISSA. And how do you fight this?
KEVIN. I think for my self. That re ally frus trates my

teacher.
ME LISSA. I be lieve it.
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