Excerpt terms and conditions

This excerpt is available
to assist you in the play
selection process.

You may

view, print and download
any of our excerpts for
perusal purposes.

Excerpts are not intended for
performance, classroom or
other academic use. In any of
these cases you will need to
purchase playbooks via our
website or by phone, fax or mail.

A short excerpt is not always
indicative of the entire

work, and we strongly suggest
reading the whole play

before planning a production or
ordering a cast quantity.

Dramatic Dublisbing




Dumpster Dan

by
Christopher Wall

From...

35in 10

Thirty-Five Ten-Minute Plays

Compiled and Edited

KENT R. BROWN

iy
>

Dramatic Publishing
Woodstock, Illinois * England ¢ Australia « New Zealand

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



*xx NOTICE ***

The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclu-
sively by THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without
whose permission in writing no performance of it may be given. Roy-
alty must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is
presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is
performed any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty
rates, applications and restrictions may be found at our Web site:
www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be contacted by mail at:
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL
60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S
AGENT THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law
provides authors with a fair return for their creative efforts. Authors
earn their living from the royalties they receive from book sales and
from the performance of their work. Conscientious observance of
copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No al-
terations, deletions or substitutions may be made in the work without
the prior written consent of the publisher. No part of this work may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopy, recording, videotape, film, or any
information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writ-
ing from the publisher. It may not be performed either by profession-
als or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, but
not limited to, the professional, motion picture, radio, television, vid-
eotape, foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and
reading, are reserved. In all programs this notice must appear:

Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in
this play which are in copyright, the permission of the copyright
owners must be obtained or other songs and recordings in the pub-
lic domain substituted.

©MMV by
DRAMATIC PUBLISHING
Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved
(35 IN 10)

ISBN: 1-58342-283-8

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



DUMPSTER DAN

By
Christopher Wall

© 2003 by Christopher Wall

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



Dumpster Dan premiered at the First Look Theatre Com-
pany’s Festival of New Works in 2003, sponsored by New
York University. It was directed by Nancy Robillard, and
featured Craig Lenti and James Brill. It also won the
SlamBoston! Ten-Minute Play Competition, sponsored by
Another Country Productions.

CHARACTERS

DAN: High-school freshman.
DAN’S FATHER: 40s.

SETTING: Two mats represent Dumpsters on opposite
sides of an alley. A milk crate is used as a chair
throughout. Dan’s Dumpster is empty. His father’s
Dumpster contains a baseball cap, clipboard, glasses,
books, beat-up suit jackets, tie (already knotted), towel
and a toy ray gun.

TIME: The present.
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DUMPSTER DAN

AT THE CURTAIN: DAN sulks in his Dumpster.
FATHER sits in another Dumpster across the alley. He
tries to get DAN'’s attention.

FATHER. Hungry? (No response.) Not hungry? (No re-
sponse.) Alive? (DAN turns farther away and sulks. His
FATHER gives up. To the AUDIENCE.) | was at the
kitchen table. Looking at all the stuff we’d accumulated
over the years. Mounds of—! Piles of—! | could hardly
find the darned sink and get a drink of water. (Pause.)
At some point you have to make a decision and take
control of your life. So that’s what | did. | decided to
get rid of it all, everything | owned, and live off the
land.

DAN. Which was hard to do, ’cause we live in a city.

FATHER. Good point. That started me thinking.
(Scratches his chin.) | love thinking. (Scratches some
more.) | came up with an inspired solution: urban re-
source reclamation.

(DAN cant resist. He gets out of his Dumpster. Leading
question.)

DAN. What’s that, in layman’s terms?

FATHER. You subsist on stuff people throw away.

DAN. Which means?

FATHER. You climb into metal containers and wade
around ’til you—"til you— Fine. Have it your way.
(Together.)

DAN. Dumpster diving.
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FATHER. Dumpster diving.

DAN (to the AUDIENCE). Dad didn’t stop there. He got
rid of our furniture and quit his job, but we still had our
apartment. "Til one day he came home and said—

FATHER (as if waking from a nap). | fell asleep behind
the A&P on an egg crate. Best sleep I’ve had in years.
Hmm. (Scratches his chin.)

DAN. Please. No more thinking!

FATHER. | passed my old partner on his way to the of-
fice. He was hunched over, weighed down by all the
things he had to maintain. | got a better night’s sleep
than he did. What other proof do we need? (Pats DAN
playfully.) I’ll give the keys to the first person | see. Ha
ha! Can’t wait to see the expression on their face!
(FATHER starts off.)

DAN. Wait! What about my books and clothes and—and
stuff?

FATHER. You’ll find better stuff out there.

DAN. Mom would never let you get away with this!

FATHER. Dan! (4 flash of anger. He calms himself.) It’s
you and me now, all right? Trust me. (He pats DAN on
the arm.) You’ll feel better once we’re out of here.
(DAN huffs as his FATHER goes to his Dumpster and
reads.)

DAN (to the AUDIENCE). After a few weeks, Dad began
to change. He stopped drinking. His hygiene improved.

FATHER. That makes one of us.

DAN. He read five books a week. We had the best con-
versations. There was even talk of him entering the
Boston Marathon. (DAN climbs on the milk crate out-
side his dad’s Dumpster.) As for me, it took a while to
get the hang of it.
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