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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of RE VIVING OPHELIA must give credit to Dr. Mary
Pipher as the au thor of the book and Cherie Bennett as the dramatizer of
the play in all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of
the play and in all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur -
poses of ad ver tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a 
pro duc tion. The names of Dr. Mary Pipher and Cherie Bennett must also
ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name ap pears, im me di ately
fol low ing the ti tle and must ap pear in size of type not less than fifty per -
cent the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on the au thors, if
in cluded in the playbook, may be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams
this no tice must ap pear:

Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois

In ad di tion, all pro duc ers of the play must in clude the fol low ing ac knowl -
edg ment on the ti tle page of all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with
per for mances of the play and on all ad ver tis ing and pro mo tional
materials:

“Or i ginally pro duced by
Cincinnati Play house in the Park,
Edward Stern, Artistic Di rec tor,
Buzz Ward, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor”

* * * *

Re viving Ophelia was com mis sioned by the
Cincinnati Play house in the Park through the gen er ous

sup port of the Macy’s Fund of the Fed er ated
Department Stores Foun da tion.”

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



The Cincinnati Play house in the Park

Ed ward Stern, Pro ducing Ar tis tic Di rec tor
Buzz Ward, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor

pro duced the world pre miere of RE VIVING OPHELIA
March 27 to April 21, 2006 with the fol low ing art ists of
the Skilken Brown Touring Com pany:

CAST

Lia/Jill’s Mom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ALLISON MCLEMORE
Dawn/Zack’s Mom . . . . . . . . . . . ANN MARIE SIEGWARTH
Allie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . COURTNEY BELL
Jill/Allie’s Mom. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MAR CELLA POR TU GAL
Lisa’s Mom/Prin ci pals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NIKKI FERRY
Alex . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . JARRED KJACK
Zack/Ray mond Ortiz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MIKE AN THONY

PRO DUC TION STAFF AND CREW

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MOSES GOLDBERG
Set De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . KER RIE LOVERCHECK
Cos tume De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . MYRON ELLIOT
Fight Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . RE GINA CERIMELE-MECHLEY
As sis tant Fight Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . JOSHUA BLASE PIKAR
Sound De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ERIN WA TERS
Stage Man ager. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SHELBY TAY LOR LOVE
Di rec tor of Ed u ca tion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . BERT GOLDSTEIN
Ed u ca tion As so ci ate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ANITA TROTTA
Ed u ca tion In tern . . . . . . . . . . JOCARDO ED WARD RALSTON
Study Guide Prep a ra tion . . . . . . . . . . . . PA TRI CIA TARPEY
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PLAY WRIGHT’S NOTE

This ver sion of Re viving Ophelia was com mis sioned by the
Cincinnati Play house in the Park for its Skilken-Brown tour ing
com pany for per for mances at high schools and mid dle schools.
The run ning time is ap prox i mately sixty min utes. It is most ap -
pro pri ate for per for mances to mid dle and/or high school au di -
ences. A full-length ver sion of Re viving Ophelia suit able for
adult the aters and au di ences, which ex plores more deeply the
mother-daugh ter dy nam ics of these girls’ lives, is also avail able
from Dra matic Pub lishing. Con tact the pub lisher for more in for -
ma tion.

A FEW THOUGHTS FROM MARY PIPHER, PH.D.

I am hon ored to be in volved in this won der ful pro duc tion of
Re viving Ophelia. I am de lighted by Cherie Bennett’s ad ap ta tion 
and pleased that its pre miere is with the Cincinatti Play house in
the Park. I of fer my heart felt thanks to all the peo ple with en -
ergy, vi sion and com pas sion who made this event pos si ble. My
book was pub lished in 1994 and has been trans lated into more
than 25 lan guages. How ever, this is the first time it has been
pre sented as a play. I truly hope au di ence mem bers en joy this
per for mance and that it in spires strong feel ings, new thoughts
and good con ver sa tions.

Since I wrote Re viving Ophelia, the world has changed and it 
has stayed the same. In 1994, al most no teen ag ers had per sonal
com put ers in their home, let alone their bed rooms, and none had 
cell phones, PlayStations or iPods. I wrote my book be fore Col -
um bine, 9/11 and in stant messaging. Yet many of the is sues I
was con cerned about are rel e vant to day. We still live in a girl-
 poi son ing cul ture where girls are pres sured to shop, to con sume
junk, to grow up too fast and to be thin, sexy and dec o ra tive.
And girls to day strug gle even more with de pres sion, eat ing dis -
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or ders and prob lems with ha rass ment, al co hol and drugs. They
must fight to main tain pos i tive iden ti ties in a cul ture that con sis -
tently sends them mes sages that who they are in side is n’t im por -
tant.

Since I was a young teen in the 1950s, the cul ture has
changed a great deal, but the needs of girls have stayed the
same—to work, play, re lax and learn, to be loved and nur tured
by friends and fam ily, to de velop their skills and tal ents, and to
be ap pre ci ated for their char ac ter struc tures and kind ness as they 
grow into au then tic whole peo ple who can of fer their many gifts 
to the world.

I hope this play is a step to wards meet ing the needs of girls,
and also of boys who have many of the same needs and is sues. I 
hope it en cour ages teens, teach ers and par ents to work to gether
to build a world where all chil dren can flour ish like young trees.

DI REC TOR’S NOTE

Mary Pipher’s book ex ploded onto the scene in 1994, rais ing
se ri ous ques tions about the way our in tense, me dia-driven cul -
ture warps the ex pec ta tions and emerg ing per son al i ties of ad o -
les cent and pre-ad o les cent girls in Amer i can so ci ety. Par ents,
ed u ca tors, and oth ers leaped for ward to ad dress the is sue, but in
the de cade since, the sit u a tion only seems to have got ten worse.
Most par ents have a pow er ful wish for their daugh ters to stay
healthy, main tain a pos i tive at ti tude, and reach their full est po -
ten tial as hu man be ings—but we also want them to get into the
right col lege, move eas ily in a cir cle of friends, and not be over -
weight. MTV bom bards them with im ages of mostly un at tain -
able phys i cal per fec tion; and easy ac cess to the cyber-world of -
fers them mul ti ple op por tu ni ties for self-ex pres sions—the vast
num ber of which seem to be cries for help. Now Cherie Bennett 
has trans lated Pipher’s in creas ingly rel e vant mes sage into the
dra matic form. A play is not a lec ture, or a psy chol ogy text. A
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play has to be about par tic u lar in di vid u als with par tic u lar prob -
lems. But both the book and the play are in formed with the
same im per a tive. Both urge so ci ety to en able girls to find them -
selves amongst all the dic tates and dis trac tions of our cul tural
en vi ron ment; i.e., to value their true selves, in spite of me dia
mes sages that pre tend to tell them what to value: thin ness, sex u -
al ity, money, the right clothes, the right friends, etc. In this play
Lia, Dawn, Jill and Allie represent—in the at ri cal shorthand—all
of our daugh ters. Per haps it’s not enough to love our daugh ters?  
Per haps we also have to show them the stars.

Mo ses Goldberg
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RE VIVING OPHELIA

CAST: with dou bling: cast of 7 (2 men, 5 women), with out 
dou bling: cast of 16 (3 men, 7 women, 6 ei ther gender)

CAST LIST

The ac tresses play these char ac ters at age 6, 13, 18 and 21.

LIA . . . . . . smart, a tal ented writer. Dou bles as Jill’s mom
DAWN . . . . . . . . . . . pretty, rich. Dou bles as Zack’s mom
ALLIE . . . . . . . con ser va tive, wants to be liked, thought ful
JILL . . . . Na tive Amer i can, full-fig ured. Dou bles as Allie’s

mom

FE MALE SWING: All school prin ci pals, the Taekwondo
teacher, Lia’s mom, party guest, other roles as needed.

The ac tors cast play these char ac ters at age 6, 13 and 18.

ALEX . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . sen si tive, a tal ented ac tor
ZACK . . . . very good look ing. Dou bles as Ray mond Ortiz

TIME: 1994 - 2006.
PLACE: A sub urb of a ma jor Amer i can city.
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NOTE: The play can be up dated as needed by chang ing the 
dates and the news pa per head lines that the school prin ci -
pals an nounce and us ing rock mu sic cur rent to that time.

If up dat ing the script, please re search and use real is sues/
head lines of the ap pro pri ate year. Rock mu sic is in te gral to
this script. All mu sic is sug gested; rights must be ob tained.
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RE VIVING OPHELIA

SCENE: Over blown col lages of teen per sonal se crets [see
postsecret.blogspot.com for ex am ples] frame the stage.
Racks stage right and left, vis i ble to the au di ence, hold
sim ple props and cos tumes. Oth er wise, the set can be
bare, with black boxes/move able pieces used to quickly
cre ate each new set. This can be done by the com pany
dur ing mono logues as in di cated. Scenes and space flow
freely, one into an other. Cur rent rock mu sic plays dur -
ing half-hour.

AT RISE: Green Day’s “The Time of Your Life”—or
some thing similar—plays loudly, then fades as LIA,
ALLIE, JILL and DAWN en ter and cross DC to ad dress
the au di ence. Dur ing all di rect au di ence ad dress, the
girls are age 21.

LIA age 21. This is the story of four girls.

(A beat, as the girls look at each other, then back at the
au di ence.)

FOUR GIRLS age 21. Us.
DAWN age 21. Growing up in the shadow of—
ALLIE age 21. Air-brushed—
JILL age 21. Super-model—
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ALL age 21. Per fec tion.
LIA age 21. Won dering if we’re—
ALLIE age 21. Sweet enough—
LIA age 21. Smart enough—
DAWN age 21. Sexy enough—
JILL age 21. Skinny enough—
ALL age 21. —to love.
ALLIE age 21. When we get away from the glare of the

TV—
LIA age 21. And the movie screen—
DAWN age 21. And the white, hot lights of the per fect

mag a zine cov ers—
LIA age 21. We look up—
ALLIE age 21. Searching—
ALL FOUR age 21. For some thing more…

(ALL FOUR GIRLS look out to the back of the the ater,
as if search ing for some thing vi tal to them. A long beat.

SOUND: A school bell rings.

MU SIC: A chil dren’s cho rus sing ing “It’s a Small World
Af ter All”—or some thing sim i lar.

ALEX and ZACK en ter. They and the four girls be come
FIRST-GRADERS on the first day of school. Each adds
a prop/cos tume piece: ALLIE—swim gog gles, DAWN—a 
tutu, JILL—a white pet ti coat, LIA—the book Green Eggs 
and Ham, ALEX—a Yu Gi Oh card deck, ZACK—an
ugly knit cap with ZL ini tials wo ven into it.

SWING AC TRESS crosses to a mi cro phone DL be com -
ing PRIN CI PAL #1.
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PRIN CI PAL and STU DENTS stand, hands over hearts,
fac ing an imag i nary Amer i can flag at the back of the
the ater.)

PRIN CI PAL #1 (her first year as prin ci pal, way too perky
into a mike, as if over a school P.A. sys tem). Good
morn ing stu dents of John F. Ken nedy El e men tary
School! And an ex tra spe cial Ken nedy wel come to our
brand-new first-grad ers! To day is Sep tem ber 1, 1995.
To day’s head line: “Pres i dent Clinton Loses Bud get Vote 
in Con gress”! To day’s lunch will be tur key sur prise,
pea nut but ter and jelly or a non-pea nut vegan al ter na -
tive! Have a super-duper day!

(The PRIN CI PAL and the FIRST-GRADERS re cite the
Pledge of Al le giance. The kids don’t know it very well.)

ALL KIDS & PRIN CI PAL #1. I pledge al le giance to the
flag of the United States of Amer ica, and to the re pub lic 
for which it stands, one na tion, un der God, in di vis i ble,
with lib erty and jus tice for all.

(PRIN CI PAL #1 ex its. All kids sit ex cept ALLIE, who
stands fac ing her class mates.)

ALLIE age 6 (very ea ger). My name is Allie Winton and
I’m six and I have four sis ters who are big ger than me
and a lit tler brother who is get ting potty trained soon, I
hope. My dad is a min is ter and my mom does n’t do any -
thing. When I grow up, I’m gonna swim in the Olym -
pics and be a astro-nut and Pres i dent of the United
States.
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(ALLIE sits, tri um phant. ZACK rises and faces them.)

ZACK age 6. Zack. My dad is a—
ALLIE age 6 (her hand flies into the air, as if des per ate to

be called on). Oh, oh, oh! (Jumping to her feet.) You’re
sup posed to say your last name, too. (She sits, very
pleased with her self.)

ZACK age 6. Zackary Alan Lansit. My dad owns a bunch
of res tau rants and my mom is a weaver, like she made
this hat and stuff. And I have a dumb sis ter.

(He sits quickly. DAWN rises. She wears a tutu. She
does a pir ou ette and is very aware of how cute she is.)

DAWN age 6. I’m Dawnie Lynne Parker and I’m in pag -
eants and this year I won Lit tle Miss Sun shine and my
tal ent was bal let. I’m gonna be fa mous. I live in the big
house at the top of Lakeview Road, which is called that
be cause we live on a lake. I have a swim ming pool and
a tram po line and a pony and her name is Sugar be cause
she’s all white ex cept for her nose.

(She sits. The oth ers ap plaud, daz zled. JILL rises. She
wears a white pet ti coat on her head, runs her hands
along it.)

JILL age 6. I’m Mali bu Barbie. This is my beau ti ful, long
blond hair. I have a lot of friends, and a pink con vert ible 
and a boy friend named Ken.

ALLIE age 6 (jumps to her feet). Mali bu Barbie is only
your pre tend name. (Proud of her self, ALLIE sits again.)
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JILL age 6 (em bar rassed). My name is Jill. Jill Bay. I’m
six. (A long beat. She can’t think of any thing else to
say.)

ALLIE age 6 (a loud stage whis per). Say what your par -
ents do!

JILL age 6. My mommy and daddy work at Kroger where
you get food. (A long pause.) I got adopted when I was
a baby from an In dian res er va tion. But I’m not an In dian 
any more, I’m just like Mommy and Daddy.

(Self-con scious, she sits. LIA jumps up and faces the
group, very self-con fi dent, hold ing Green Eggs and
Ham.)

LIA age 6. My name is Ophelia Ra chel Mir iam Levitsky-
Lerman. My daddy is a law yer and my mom is a writer
and I’m gonna be a writer too when I grow up. My mom 
taught me to read when I was four be cause I’m a-cell-
 er-ated. Lookit. (She opens Green Eggs and Ham.) Do
you like green eggs and ham? Yes, I like them, Sam I
am.

ZACK age 6. Hey, if you ate green eggs you’d barf green
barf.

ALEX age 6. And poop green poop! (The two boys fall
over laugh ing.)

LIA age 6. That is very im ma ture.

(LIA sits with dig nity. ALEX rises and faces the group,
Yu Gi Oh deck in hand.)

ALEX age 6. I’m Alex Perry.
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LIA age 6 (turns to the other kids). He lives next door to
me but I don’t like him.

ALEX age 6. I don’t like you, ei ther, doody-face.
LIA age 6. That is very, very im ma ture!
ALEX age 6. My dad builds stuff and my mom is a pro fes -

sor. She teaches Shake speare. He writes stuff in a lan -
guage that sounds kind of like Eng lish. I’m gonna be a
Yu Gi Oh mas ter. Al ways re mem ber that you may not
sum mon Toon Sum mon Skull un less Toon World is al -
ready on the field. Or else, it’s war! (Bran dishing imag i -
nary sword.) Die, fool ish mor tals!

(Kids jump up and start a game of tag, some of the girls 
shriek with glee. ALEX and LIA slap/shove each other.)

LIA age 6. Stu pid.
ALEX age 6. Stu pid.
LIA age 6. Stu pid.
ALEX age 6. Stu pid.
ZACK age 6 (tags ALLIE). Allie’s “it”!

(She’s daz zled by his great looks and is in stantly dumb-
stuck by love.)

ALLIE age 6. I like your hat.

(A long beat. He can’t think of any thing to say.)

ZACK age 6. ’kay. (Kids run again. ZACK tags JILL.) Jill
is “it”!
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(ZACK cir cles JILL, hop ping, pat ting his mouth, mak ing
“In dian” noises.)

ZACK age 6 (in no cently). That’s what In juns do, right?
JILL age 6. I dun no.
ALLIE age 6 (in no cently). Do you speak Injun?
JILL age 6. No.
LIA age 6 (an ob ser va tion). You have brown skin.
JILL age 6. No I don’t.
DAWN age 6. Let’s play cow boys and In di ans and you

guys will be the cow boys and Jill will be the In dian and
I’ll be the In dian prin cess. ’kay, let’s do the injun dance.

(DAWN starts the same hop ping, mouth-pat ting dance as 
ZACK. Ev ery one joins in, even JILL. Then she stops and 
crosses downstage to ad dress the au di ence as her 21-
 year-old self.

The com pany sets up: Taekwondo class.)

JILL age 21. I look back on that now and I can’t be lieve I
did that stu pid dance with them. How do kids know on
the very first day of school that you’re The One. The
One who’s go ing to be out of it, year af ter year af ter
year? By the time I was thir teen I had been The One for
seven years. The One kids laugh at. Make fun of. That
kid.

(PRIN CI PAL #2 crosses DL.)

PRIN CI PAL #2 (har ried, into a mike). Good morn ing stu -
dents of Taft Mid dle School. To day is No vem ber 21,
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2001. To day’s head line: “‘I Love You’ Vi rus Crashes
Mil lions of Com puters.” Taekwondo will meet af ter
school in the au di to rium due to the sew age leak in the
gym.

(JILL watches for a beat as ALLIE, LIA, ZACK, DAWN
and ALEX, now age 13, don white doboks with blue or
green belts and en ter Taekwondo. ALLIE, ZACK and
ALEX warm up with kicks, etc. LIA writes in a note book. 
DAWN checks her re flec tion in the mir rored wall. Then
JILL ad dresses the au di ence again.)

JILL age 21. Dawn, Allie, Lia and I were n’t ex actly
friends. But when we were eight, our par ents put us all
in weekly Taekwondo. We were the only girls, so we
started hang ing out. Well, they hung out, and sort of suf -
fered my pres ence. In mid dle school, be ing in Tae -
kwondo meant we got out of reg u lar gym class. (She
dons a dobok.) I liked that our doboks were big and
baggy. In reg u lar gym, we wore shorts and T-shirts, and
the boys would rate the girls’ bod ies like it was an
Olym pic event. Barbie body? A ten. Big butt and small
breasts? A one. I was a two. Any way, I liked Tae -
kwondo. I was good at it. And I liked feel ing stron ger;
like maybe if I was tougher on the out side, I’d feel
tougher on the in side. (She looks over at the girls.) Not
that it worked, re ally. I’m not proud of this, but when I
was thir teen, for some de mented rea son, I still wanted
those girls to like me.

(JILL en ters the scene be com ing age 13, prac tic ing
Taekwondo moves. She’s better than the oth ers. LIA
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scrib bles in a note book. DAWN yacks on her cell phone. 
ALLIE gazes adoringly at ZACK, who hangs out with
ALEX.)

DAWN age 13 (into phone, im pe ri ous). Mom? Pick me up
at six, I want to stop by Bloomies and get that pink
Marc Jacobs sweater… No…be cause I don’t feel like
hav ing Chi nese… No… Be cause pizza has too many
carbs… Just get me at six.

(DAWN hangs up, slides in next to LIA, and eyes ZACK. 
He’s laugh ing with ALEX across the room.)

DAWN age 13 (cont'd). God, you’d think my stu pid
mother could get off her fat butt and cook once in a
while. So who do you think Zack likes?

LIA age 13 (still writ ing, does n’t look up). Duh—Britney.
That’s who all guys like. (A Britney Spears im i ta tion.)
“Hit me baby one more time!”

DAWN age 13. I meant, at our school.
LIA age 13. Who ever looks most like Britney.
DAWN age 13. Me then, good.
ALLIE age 13 (shyly crosses to ZACK). Zack, could you

show me that spin ning hook kick thingie?
ALEX age 13. You do it better than he does.
ALLIE age 13 (a lie, em bar rassed). No, I don’t.
ALEX age 13. You’re all: “Oh Zack, help me!” just to get

his at ten tion.
ALLIE age 13 (an other lie; more em bar rassed). No, I’m

not.
ZACK age 13. Hey, leave her alone. (To ALLIE.) Like this.

RE VIVING OPHELIA 19

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



(ZACK shows ALLIE the move. DAWN checks her self
out in the mir rored wall.)

DAWN age 13. Could these stu pid out fits be any ug lier?
(Eye ing ZACK.) Allie is to tally into Zack. It’s so pa -
thetic. We should ask Zack and Alex to meet us at the
mall.

LIA age 13. Eww.
DAWN age 13. What? He’s over at your house all the

time.
LIA age 13. He’s my friend-friend, not my boy-friend.
DAWN age 13. Zack says Alex goes to your house be cause 

ever since his mom moved out, he can’t stand to be
home. Oh, you know what else I heard? Alex’s mom al -
ready got re mar ried. And she’s preg nant. She never even 
co mes to see Alex any more, she just sends money. (She
thinks a beat.) Why can’t that hap pen to me?

LIA age 13 (looks over at ALEX). He’s like some tragic
hero.

DAWN age 13 (du bi ous). Alex?
LIA age 13. You don’t re ally know him. He’s smart. And

deep.
DAWN age 13. You like him!
LIA age 13. Not like that. (Reads aloud from her note -

book.) “She’s a hip-hop ho’ with the lat est slang.” (To
DAWN.) What rhymes with “slang”?

DAWN age 13. Vera Wang?
LIA age 13. That’s good. (Writ ing.)

“She’s a hip-hop ho’ with the latest slang
Spend all her chip on Vera Wang.”

DAWN age 13. So to mor row? You, me, Alex, Zack?
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