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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thors of the play in all pro grams dis trib uted in
con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears
for pur poses of ad ver tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion. The
names of the au thors must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name ap pears, im me -
di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not less than fifty per cent the size of the
ti tle type. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”

* * * * * *

River Rat and Cat premiered at Childplay’s Tempe Performing Arts Center, Tempe,
Arizona, May 2007. The production was directed by Mark Lutwak and included the
following artistic team:

CAST

River Rat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Juliet Drake
Cat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Justin Krueger
Dale Bea ver . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ricardo D. Araiza

PRO DUC TION STAFF

Set De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kimb Wil liam son
Lighting De sign. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An thony Runfola
Sound De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark Lutwak
Cos tumes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kish Finnegan
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gretchen Schaefer
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PERFORMANCE NOTE

The char ac ters in this play are de ter mined—not des per ate, but ex tremely fo cused, very
in-the-mo ment, and a bit fix ated. To them, the seem ingly small is sues of the next
Cheese Sand wich or a miss ing Worry Stone loom as life and death. To them, ev ery
scheme is he roic, clever and his toric, even if the rest of us see them as trans par ent and
goofy. Please re sist the in cli na tion to “play” the hu mor. It will come as these roles are
ap proached with hon esty, ut most fer vor and de ter mi na tion. Play the ac tions and let the
lan guage guide you. The char ac ters have mo ments when they get tan gled up in their
schemes, when their ac tions trip, stum ble and run head long into brick walls, and their
lan guage re flects and re veals such mo ments.

The per for mance style is unique and par tic u lar; it is height ened and pre cise. It’s closer
to play ing the com e dies of Beckett or Cow ard than, say, Neil Si mon. Many items and
con cepts ap pear as cap i tal ized words in the text. Such words are not nec es sar ily
stressed or punched, but they do carry ex tra weight. These items and con cepts are pre -
cious to these char ac ters. They are im por tant, and per haps, re cently learned.

These char ac ters func tion ac cord ing to the prin ci ples of lower-el e men tary-school stu -
dents. Their world is only just be gin ning to ex pand be yond the im me di ate fam ily. They 
are ex plor ing and un der stand ing friend ship for the first time. They only know a few
things, so those things are im por tant. And when they learn and em brace some thing
new, such as “a Prom ise,” it holds deep res o nant mean ing for them.

Al though adults and older chil dren will find great en joy ment in this play, it is those be -
tween the ages of 4 and 7 years of age who will re ally fol low, track and un der stand the 
drama of what en sues among River Rat, Cat and Bea ver. This must be re spected and
hon ored.
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RIVER RAT AND CAT

CAST OF CHAR AC TERS

RIVER RAT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a River rat. A col lec tor of Items

CAT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . an es capee house cat. Grand, pam pered, cow ardly

DALE BEA VER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a bea ver. A gen eral in his own mind
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RIVER RAT AND CAT

(A riverbank on which is a cave entrance; farther from the river, a tree and some
holes in the ground. Enter DALE BEAVER, marching and reciting in cadence.
DALE BEAVER drags three enormous tires roped together.)

DALE BEA VER
Left
Left 
I left my Dam with a mighty good Plan
Because I thought it was right
Right
Right by the laws of jiminy jim 
I left my Dam with a mighty good Plan 
Because I thought it was right
Right

(DALE BEAVER marches and recites and carefully stashes the items so that they
are partially visible.) 

Fight 
Fight 
When Cat sees this junk and Rat takes it in
They’ll fight
Fight
They’ll fight through the night and I’ll get this Tree 
And no one will get it but me 
But me 
Tree 
Tree

(DALE BEAVER takes out a measuring tape and measures a branch of the Tree.)

DALE BEA VER
I’ll toss this Tree on top of the Dam 
The Dam so high to reach the sky 
Raise it up to higher than high
Sky
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Sky 
The highest Dam that’s in the land 
If I can’t do it no one can 
I’ll get this Tree and that’s my Plan
Plan
Plan

CAT (from off)
“Roar!”

DALE BEA VER
Present arms! 

CAT (from off)
“Roar!”

DALE BEA VER
I, Dale Beaver (salutes Tree), shall return for this Tree. ’Bout face. (Quickly marches
off double time.) Hut hut hut hut hut hut—

CAT (from off)
“Roar!”

(Enter RIVER RAT.)

RIVER RAT
“Oh dear, oh no, oh dear oh no. Will I never be safe from the mighty ferocious beast?
Must I always fear for my life from the Cat-Who-Shows-No-Mercy”? 

CAT (enters)

“Roar.” 

RIVER RAT
“Shake shake, tremble tremble. I should have known, that I, I, pitiful cowardly River
Rat could never outrun—outhide—outsmart—outside—the amazing, the terrible,
Cat-in-Arms.”

CAT
“Roar roar.”
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RIVER RAT
“Oh, spare me, amazing Cat, spare me.”

CAT
“Roar.”

RIVER RAT (get ting fed up)
“Spare me and I will rub your tired Cat feet.”

CAT
“Roar.”

RIVER RAT
Spare me and I will be your servant forever.”

CAT
“Roar.”

RIVER RAT
Caaaaat—.

CAT
“Roar?”

RIVER RAT
Would you please agree to spare me so that we can move on?

CAT (re mind ing)
Tasty Morsel.

RIVER RAT
“Spare me, and I will bring you a Tasty Morsel.” 

CAT
Where is it?

RIVER RAT (checks pock ets)
Strings, combs, wrappers—Cheese Sandwich, will that do?

CAT
“I spare your life, miserable creature! I will devour this Dead Enemy.”

8

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



RIVER RAT
Dead Cheese Sandwich. Come on now, Cat, you promised—. 

CAT
“Into my Tree hollow, I drag my blood-dripping kill—”

RIVER RAT
Mayonnaise dripping. 

CAT
“Slobber, devour—.”

RIVER RAT
Time for the Garden—.

(DALE BEAVER tosses a stone behind RIVER RAT, exits. Startled, RIVER RAT
approaches the stone.)

CAT
“I am Cat, the hunter growler. What care I for a Garden?”

RIVER RAT
This is not about the Garden. This is something completely different from a Garden. I
have found something. A fabulous found-something, already polished and shined.

CAT
“Growl roar slobber.”

RIVER RAT
It was right there, right on the ground. Don’t you think it will make a splendid Worry
Stone? 

CAT (chokes)
Worry Stone?

RIVER RAT
For my Collection.

CAT
Rivy. Is it not agreed that if you have a worry that I chase it away with my ferocious
“Roar, roar, snarl”? 

9

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



RIVER RAT
Well… Yes, it is agreed.

CAT
And do you not have many many useless Worry Stones already? 

RIVER RAT
Not useless.

CAT
You do not need another Worry Stone. 

RIVER RAT
Not just any another. A splendid another. 

CAT (go ing into RIVER RAT’s cave)
Oh, Rivy Rivy Rivy. 

RIVER RAT
What—what are you doing in my Cave? Don’t touch anything. Come out of there at
once.

(CAT emerges with RIVER RAT’s enormous jar of Worry Stones.)

CAT
Another Worry Stone? To put in your already overflowing jar of Worry Stones?

RIVER RAT
There’s always room for one more. 

(RIVER RAT puts it in, but it falls out of the jar. CAT snatches it.)

CAT
No room. Remember your promise?

RIVER RAT
No, I don’t remember a promise.

CAT
Nothing, nothing goes into your Cave without something going out. You promised.
Your Cave is stuffed to overflowing, just like this jar. If you are going to have a new
Worry Stone, you must toss away an old one.
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RIVER RAT (gasping)
Toss?

CAT
Never mind, I’ll do it. Right into the river. (Begins to throw.)

RIVER RAT
No, no. Stop. Uh. Perhaps this new one doesn’t have to go in the jar.

CAT
Perhaps it can stay right there on the ground where you found it.

RIVER RAT
No, I was thinking…perhaps it would be possible for you to carry it for me. 

CAT (chokes)
Carry?

RIVER RAT
Yes, Cat, carry. That way it won’t further overflow my jar, and it will always be
nearby in case of an unplanned or emergency worry.

CAT
Carry? Did you say carry?

RIVER RAT
Yes, in one of your many many Pockets. 

CAT
Carry it in one of your own Pockets.

RIVER RAT
You know very well my own Pockets are full. Come on, Cat. Carry my eensy weensy
stone inside your Pocket.

CAT
I have no Pocket.

RIVER RAT
Why, yes. I’d say you have one two three four five six seven Pockets. You can carry
this stone in one of your seven Pockets.
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CAT
Actually, (idea) you wouldn’t want me to drown, would you Rivy?

RIVER RAT
You never go in the river.

CAT
Be pulled down to the bottom of the river by a Pocket full of stones.

RIVER RAT
One weightless stone.

CAT
Never to be seen or heard from again. The cries of sadness can be heard from near and 
far: “Oooooh. Dear Cat drowned, in the detested River water while trying to carry a
stone for beloved friend, River Rat, poor Cat taken so prematurely by the raging River
and the heavy heavy stone.

RIVER RAT
This is too ridiculous. 

(RIVER RAT puts the stone into a CAT Pocket. It immediately falls to the ground, 
kerplunk.) 

RIVER RAT (con tin ued)
Oh, not that one. (Tries again, and again, the same.)

CAT (ker plunk)
Or that one.

RIVER RAT (ker plunk)
Or this one.

CAT (ker plunk)
Or this one.

RIVER RAT (kerplink)
Not this one.

CAT
That one won’t work either!
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RIVER RAT
You have seven useless Pockets.

CAT
They are not useless. They are not even Pockets. They are Decorative Patches to give
style and grace to my jacket.

RIVER RAT
How do you carry your lunch and your ball-peen hammer and your curling iron? 

CAT
If, on the very impossible chance, I should ever need a ball-peen hammer, I will get it
from you.

RIVER RAT
Oh. I see. I carry everything you need, so your Pockets get to be decorative patches.

CAT
I hate the bulgy bulge that happens with full Pockets. I like the lean sleek look of
Pocketless-Patches.

RIVER RAT (grow ing an ger)
Pocketless-Patches, Patches that do not serve as Pockets—seven of them? Seven
useless Patches? You get to have seven useless Patches and I can’t have one measly
additional Worry Stone?

CAT
All right, Rivy. I’ll keep your Worry Stone. Right here. (Cat drops the stone into one
of the Garden holes.)

RIVER RAT
Take that out of there at once.

CAT
You asked me to keep it and here is where I shall keep it.

RIVER RAT
Carry, carry, not keep.

CAT
Keep, carry. (Rhetorical.) What’s the difference?
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RIVER RAT (to self, breath ing hard)
Keeping. Cat is keeping my Worry Stone in a Garden hole. 

CAT
That way you will always know where it is.

RIVER RAT
…I will?

CAT
You will. It will always be right here. Always.

RIVER RAT
All right, Cat. You may keep the Worry Stone in the Garden. Where you shall check
on it every day as you reap and tend and hoe.

CAT
I don’t reap and tend and hoe. 

RIVER RAT
Yes, you shall reap and tend and hoe, and then you can can. 

CAT
Can can? 

RIVER RAT
“Pick vegetable. Stuff in jar. Put on lid. Eat tasty morsels throughout the winter.”

CAT
I get all the tasty morsels I need from you.

RIVER RAT
No! You need to be able to take care of yourself—

CAT
You take care of me. 

RIVER RAT
So that I can have a day off.

(Pause.)
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CAT (hor ri fied)
But Rivy—.

RIVER RAT (go ing into Cave)
No but, promised. Like it or not, I’m going to teach you Gardening.

CAT
I am not interested in Gardening. I am interested in roaring and sleeping and playing
and… 

(RIVER RAT enters with a pile of fish heads.) 

CAT (con tin ues, sniffs)
Eating, yum.

RIVER RAT
Look here, Friend Cat.

CAT
What are those delicious-looking eat-ables you have so carefully piled?

RIVER RAT
These are not eat-able anythings. They are the Heads of Dead Fish.

CAT
What are you doing with the delicious looking Heads of Dead Fish?

RIVER RAT
One Fish Head goes into each hole along with one seed. The Dead Fish Head is for
fertilizer. It is a Famous Gardening Technique.

CAT
I never knew Gardening was so delicious.

RIVER RAT
Delicious and nutritious.

CAT
I love the Garden. 

RIVER RAT
Do you mean it, Cat?
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CAT
Yes, yes, I love the Garden. I particularly love the fertilizer part of the Garden. Can we 
fertilize right now? 

RIVER RAT
Certainly. I so hoped you’d like it. 

CAT
Not like, love, I love the Garden. I will go along behind you and fill each hole with
dirt. 

(As RIVER RAT drops seed and Fish Head, CAT comes along behind and eats the 
Fish Head.)

RIVER RAT
Seed, Fish Head. Ensure a perfect crop. Seed, Fish Head. Careful not to pack the dirt
too tightly.

CAT (mouth full)
Mumble mumble.

RIVER RAT
Seed, Fish Head. Happy plants. Seed, Fish Head. Otherwise the plants can’t stretch out. 
The dirt must be very very loose.

CAT
Mumble wurmble.

RIVER RAT
Oh, don’t worry about the worms. Worms are good. Worms help keep the soil very
very loose.

CAT
Mumble yum.

RIVER RAT
Yes, happy seeds make yummy cobs of baby corn fresh from the Garden. A
lightly-steamed-with-butter-and-salt meal fit for a Cat. And the Cat’s good neighbor,
River Rat. (Turns to address CAT.) What do you say, Cat?

CAT
Mumble…
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