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The Wright Brothers’
First Flight

A Radi o Pl ay

For a fl exi bl e cast
(playing multiple roles, if desired)

VO CES (in order of speaki ng)

Announcer

Oville
W | bur

A. D. Etheridge

Fat her
Mbt her

Li I'i ent hal
Sm t hsoni an
Langl ey
Moui | | ard
Weat her man
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The Wright Brothers’ First Flight

An Original Script by John de Lanci e and Nat Segal of f
An Al i en Voi ces Production

EXT. KITTY HAWK, NORTH CAROLI NA—MORNI NG

There is a slight winter wi nd, but nostly we hear
hanmering i n the distance as Oville and WI bur Wi ght
knock the | ast pieces into place on their “Wight Flyer

| ” heavier-than-air flying nmachine.

SOUND: W nd rushi ng. Faint hammering, etc.

ANNOUNCER

(1 ke a sportscaster)
This is reporting
fromKill Devil H Il near Kitty Hawk,
North Carolina. Well, today’'s the day —
Decenber 17, 1903. The Wi ght brothers
are goingto attenPt sonething that's
never been done before. They say they
are goingtofly. If it works, this
wll be the first tinme a sel f-propelled
aircraft has ever lifted off the
ground. It’s alittle after tenin the
morning, and it’s cold —really cold —
and wi ndy. There are only five of us
out here. The sand dunes. ..

SOUND: Wor k sound st op.

Hold on...looks like thisis it.
Oville and WI bur Wi ght have j ust

finished i nspecting their biplane

which, I'"'mtold, they carted all the
way fromGhio. Wlbur is clinbing on

board. Ladies and gentlenen, thisis

the big nmonent! Orville is now wal ki ng
over to the propeller...
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_ ORVI LLE
(calling out)
Ready, W/ bur?

_ W LBUR _
Ready, Oville. Gve her a spin!

SOUND: Engine starts, runs for a nonent —t hen begi ns
tosputter...

ORVI LLE
(shouting over the roar)
Gveit norethrottle

W LBUR
| am | am

SOUND: The engi ne di es.

_ ANNOUNCER
And t he engi ne has stalled! It has

stall ed, |adies and gentl enen! The
pl ane never noved! Thisis quite a

set back.
W LBUR
(shouti ng)
Snells of gas, Oville.
ORVI LLE
| know, | know...it’'s fl ooded!
ANNOUNCER

(to Oville —getting up close to him
M. Wight, pardon ne... M. Wight.
What ' s your pl an now?

ORVI LLE
(urgent)
My plan"s to try it again, as soon as
you step asi de...excuse ne!
(Calling out)
W bur, clinb on down and give ne a
hand!

© The Dramatic Publishing Company



ANNOUNCER
Yes, well...ah, | adies and gentl enen,
the brothers are now frantically maki ng
a few adjustnents to the engi ne. So why
don't we take this tinme to talk
to...ah...to YQU, sir!

(To Etheridge)
You braved the col d weat her to be here
t oday. Who are you?

A. D. ETHER DGE
Name’'s A. D. Etheridge. Call ne A D.

ANNOUNCER
And what do you do, A.D.?

A.D. ETHER DGE
| run the Kill Devil Life-Saving
Stati on.

ANNOUNCER
Do you think there' Il be a need for
your services?

A. D. ETHER DCE

Well, can’'t say as | do, but then |
ain’t the one who thinks he’s going to
fly!

SOUND: Engi ne sputters to |ife and dies.

W LBUR
(o.s.)
Oville, get me sone of that baling
W re.
ORVI LLE

(o.s.)
Dangit! W' ve had nore problens with
this stupid...!

ANNOUNCER

(back in his face)
What * s happeni ng now, M. Wi ght?
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SOUND:

MUSI C:
Doodl e

_ _ W LBUR _
| " madj usting the spark on the engi ne.

ANNOUNCER
And what does that do?
W LBUR
| gnites the gasoline! If you' ll pardon
ne, we'realittle pressed...
ANNOUNCER
Ah...not at all...carry on. Um so,

| adi es and gentl enen, it’s nowgetting
on toward 10: 15. As we wait for
sonet hi ng to happen here at Kitty Hawk,
| et’s find out what brought these two

bi cycle repairnen to the w ndswept sand
dunes of North Carolina.

The b. g. noi ses stop.

Tradi ti onal Anmerican fol k tune —“Yankee
Dandy.”

Oville and W1l bur Wight. H story

knows what they did, but few people
know who t hey were.

ORVI LLE
(steps up to the mke)
My nane is Oville Wight. | was born

on August 19, 1871, in Ri chnond,

| ndi ana. W& have two ot her brothers:
Reuchlin and Lorin, and a sister,
Kat heri ne.

_ W LBUR
Qur parents figured that one of us
shoul d have a nornmal nane so they naned

me W bur.

ORVI LLE
Qur not her, Susan, kept house. Qur

father, Bishop MIton Wight, was a
traveling mnister.
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SOUND:

SOUND:

SOUND:

W LBUR
W were known as “Bi shop’ s Boys.”

ORVI LLE

| remenber when | was seven years ol d
nmy father canme hone fromone of his

preachi ng m ssions —w th a present.

Screen door squeaks open and sl ans shut.

FATHER
Oville? WIbur? Conme here. | want to
show you sonet hi ng.

ORVI LLE
It was a toy bird. ..

W LBUR
... bat!

ORVI LLE

Bird!! And it had wi ngs that fl apped.
It was nade out of bal sa wood covered
wi t h paper.

FATHER
Now pay attention, boys! I"mgoing to
windit up...
W ndi ng up.

.and. .. now. .. wat ch!
FI appi ng paper w ngs.

ORVI LLE
It flies! It really flies!

W LBUR
Ch, thank you, Father! This is the best
toy we’ ve ever had!
( Beat)

ORVI LLE
Naturally, we broke it...
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SOUND: Crunchi ng wood.

CRVI LLE (cont’ d)
(to audi ence — defensively)

...l was just trying to see howit
wor ked!

ANNOUNCER
In June of 1884, the Wight famly
noved fromRi chnond, Indiana, to
Dayton, Chio. Wl bur had to | eave
school before getting his diploma. H's
not her was not too pl eased.

MOTHER

| hope this won’t keep himfromagetting
a good j ob sone day.

ANNOUNCER

Unfortunately, Orville also left school
wi t hout getting his di plonma. Except, he

had di sci pli ne probl ens.

ORVI LLE
VWhat he neans is, | quit before they
expel | ed ne.

MOTHER
| hope this won’t keep hi mfromgetting
a good j ob sone day.

W LBUR
Dayt on was a great place to grow up! |

i ked sports, and | was pretty swft on

ice skates —if | say so nyself. W used
to skate all the tine on the | ake near

t he Sol di ers’ Hone.

ORVI LLE
Tel | themwhat happened when you were
ni net een, W|I bur.

W LBUR
It wasn’t ny fault.
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SOUND:

ORVI LLE
Tel | themanyway!

W LBUR
Aw, | got hit inthe face wth a
basebal | bat. But it didn’t hurt...!

Stick hitting the floor with a THMK!
Much!

ORVI LLE

oadln% hi m al ong)
Except for t he head |nJury and t he

heart pal pitations, it was a cinch,
right, W1 bur?

MOTHER
| hope this won’t keep himfromagetting
a good j ob sone day.

ANNOUNCER
W bur stayed at hone for the next four
years —heal i ng —and t aki ng care of
hi s nother, who died in 1889 of
t uber cul osi s.

MOTHER
(coughs)
| hope...(cough)...this...(cough)...
won't. ..

ANNOUNCER
That was the year Orville and W bur

opened a printing shop and started
calling thensel ves —

ORVI LLE & W LBUR
(toget her, proudly)
The Wi ght Brothers!

ANNOUNCER

Two years | ater the printing shop went
out of busi ness.
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EVERYONE BUT ORVI LLE & W LBUR
(mocki ng; poi nting)
The Wong Brot hers! Ha, ha, ha!

ORVI LLE & W LBUR
(i ndi gnant)
Hey!!!

ANNOUNCER

?taking control again)
Meanwhile...Orvill e becane i nt er est ed
i n —bi kes.

SOUND: VROOM VROOM of not orcycl e.

(turning to the Foley artists)
No, not notorbikes!!! Bicycles!!!

SOUND: Jingle-jingle of handl ebar bel |.

ORVI LLE
So... W/ bur and | opened a bicycle

repair shop, where we fixed our
friends’ bikes.

W LBUR
At |least, that’s what we did for nine
nont hs out of the year.
(Secretive)
The ot her three nonths, we cl osed up
shop and experinented with. ..

SOUND: Hammering is interrupted by door opening and
cl osi ng.

ORVI LLE
_ (excited)
W | bur!

W LBUR
What isit, Oville?

SOUND: Newspaper bei ng opened.
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SOUND:

SOUND:
MUSI C:

ORVI LLE
Have you seen t he newspaper? This fella
I n Germany says he’'s going to nake
hi st ory!

W LBUR
Let ne see that!

More rustling.

LI LI ENTHAL
(German accent)

| amOQto Lilienthal, a daredevil
German glider pilot who hass fl own
tventy-five hundred nonopl ane flights.

Tonorrow, August 8, 1896, | vill
attenpt to nmake zee greatest flight of

all tinme.

| W LBUR |
Ovillel Relax! Oto Lilienthal flies

gliders. Wiy, just | ook at the

drawi ngs! And besides, getting in the
air isn't the problem the problemis

control. Look at how he steers the
t hi ng!

LI LI ENTHAL
Mei n steering techni que involves nein
dangl i ng bel ow zee vi ngs on a har ness,
and shifting neinveight vherever
vant to go. That vay, | can take off und
| and usi ng nein feet!

W LBUR
He straps the plane to his back and
junps off a cliff!

ORVI LLE
But twenty-five hundred tines! He's an
expert!

Sl ow descendi ng whi stle. Splat.

Celestial. Gissandos. Very lyrical.
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LI LI ENTHAL
Hal | o, again. Dis is daredevil pil ot
Oto Lilienthal, I’ mspeaking to you

vrom Heaven. My pl ane zigged ven it
shoul d have zagged and | vent kaput!

MJUSI C. St ops.

W LBUR

Oville, there's got to be sonepl ace we
can | earn nore about this. There just
has t o be!

SOUND: Typi ng.

ORVI LLE

Who are you witing, WIbur?

W LBUR

The Sm t hsonian I nstitutionin
Washi ngton, D.C. “My Dear Sir: | have

been interested in the probl ens of
nmechani cal and human flight...”

SOUND: Typi ng conti nues.

SM THSONI AN
(readi ng; overl ap)

“Dear M. Wight. W are encl osing a
list of publications including works by
Cct ave Chanute, and...”

W LBUR

Oville! Can you believe it! Look at
all the reading material they sent!
There’ re vol unes and. .. hey, Oville,
what’ s wr ong?

ORVI LLE

| s there gonna be a test?

SOUND: Drill

press (power drill), lathe (egg beaters)

and band saws (saw).

© The Dramatic Publishing Company



11

ANNOUNCER

Bet ween 1900 and 1903 the Wi ghts nake
model after npdel of heavier-than-air

flying machines. And they tried them

out in a makeshi ft wind tunnel they
construct ed behind their bicycle shop.

But they were not alone in their quest

for the gold. At the turn of the
century, there were two school s of

avi ation theory. One was represented by
Pr of essor Sanuel Langl ey. ..

LANGLEY
“Powered flight is the only way to
conquer the air. And only through
powered notion will the travel er get
fromone place to the next.”

ANNCUNCER

The ot her theory was hel d by Frenchnen
Cct ave Chanut e and Loui s-Pierre

Moui | | ar d.

MOUI LLARD
(French accent)

“@iding, hour after hour, just |ike ze
birds —zat is man’s destiny!”

_ ANNOUNCER
Powered flight versus gliding —

machi nes versus birds. The Wi ght

Brot hers had a choice to make and
everybody knows they picked. ..

ORVI LLE

Bi r ds!
ANNOUNCER

What!!! But | thought. ..

ORVI LLE
Birds! That’s the ticket! Qur gliders
wi Il be just like giant birds. And the
main thing that gliders need is

( MORE)
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