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Short-Term Affairs was first produced in 2001 by Actors
on the Verge in New York City. In 2003, it was a finalist
in the Actors Theatre of Louisville National Ten-Minute
Play Contest and was a winner in the Palm Springs Na-
tional Short Play Fest.

CHARACTERS

MARK FANBERG: Age 34.
DENISE DELANEY: Age 32.

SETTING: The Bureau of Short-Term Affairs. A stark of-
fice in a mid-town Manhattan building. A small table

with a telephone and two chairs.

TIME: The present.
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SHORT-TERM AFFAIRS

AT THE CURTAIN: DENISE is seated at a table. She is
talking on a small pink phone.

DENISE. No, I'm sorry. You must have misunderstood
our advertisement.

(MARK enters.)

MARK. Hello. I'm looking...

DENISE (puts her hand over the mouthpiece). Sorry. I'll
just be a moment. (Back to phone.) Listen, if you’re
looking for something “real,” whatever that means,
you’ve got the wrong number. (She slams down phone.)
Yes?

MARK. Yes, I, uh, I’'m looking for a...

DENISE. Oh, let me guess. You’re looking for the perfect
woman to fall in love with, get married, have 2.5 chil-
dren, a springer spaniel, some cast-iron lawn orna-
ments—deer and cute little dwarfs painted in bright
Christmas colors—a ranch-style house in the suburbs...

MARK. Well, actually...

DENISE. And you want to grow old together and take
long walks on the beach, and when you become senile
and incontinent, you want her to take care of you.

MARK. No. I must be in the wrong place.

DENISE. Oh. Sorry. It’s been an unnerving day. So what
are you looking for?
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MARK. A relatively brief affair. Six months to a year.
Fun and exciting, but no kidding ourselves that it’s go-
ing to last. That sort of thing.

DENISE. Really? You’re sure this is what you want?

MARK. Yes. I’ve tried other dating services, but they’re
always trying to match perfect people, and when I go
out with a woman, she starts talking love after a few
weeks, and she uses words like “commitment,” and I
break out in hives, and I feel this panic, so 1 thought
your ad sounded more, uh, realistic.

DENISE. You’re an emotional coward?

MARK. I suppose so. Yes.

DENISE. Good. That’s important. We specialize in emo-
tional cowardice and/or disillusionment.

MARK. I’ve never opened up enough to be hurt or disillu-
sioned.

DENISE. That’s fine. You have hurt women, of course?

MARK. Yes. Though I prefer not to.

DENISE. That’s good. We’re not looking for cads. Just
decent people who understand the brevity of attraction.

MARK. Yes. The transitory nature of all things.

DENISE. We’re born alone and we die alone. And all in
between is ephemeral.

MARK. Yes! A mere fagade. And true communication be-
tween people is impossible.

DENISE. Yes. Because if I say I was bitten by a dog this
morning, you might see a German shepherd, when ac-
tually it was...

MARK. ...a small but vicious schnauzer.

DENISE. That’s...odd. Just what I was going to say.

MARK. I knew it! It was as though I was taking down
dictation right from...your brain.
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DENISE. Yes. I felt that too, I... (Beat.) But down to
business. Let me explain our process. First, I take de-
tailed notes about you. Then I go through our files and
find someone so obviously wrong for you that you will
immediately feel attracted...

MARK. Good so far.

DENISE. I'm glad. This attraction and attendant excite-
ment will be based, of course, on your knowledge...
MARK. ...that she’s so wrong for me that we would

never speak of love or commitment.

DENISE. Yes. You do understand. You will both know
that all you’re in this for is...

MARK. ...fun.

DENISE. Yes. Fun. (Beat.) You do seem to be an ideal
candidate. Now, our fee is $100 per short-term affair. Is
that too much for you?

MARK. No. It would be worth it to know...

DENISE. ...that you were free of entanglement.

MARK. Exactly.

DENISE. Good. Let me get down some vital statistics.
(She takes a notepad and pen.) First and last name?

MARK. Mark Fanberg.

DENISE. Age?

MARK. Thirty-four.

DENISE. You don’t look that old. Where are you from?

MARK. I was born in Chicago, but I grew up in New
York.

DENISE. Yes, your accent.

MARK. We live in New York. How can you detect an ac-
cent?

DENISE. I'm from Los Angeles.

MARK. I thought you had a California accent.
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