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The Red Badge of Courage

The Red Badge of Courage
Originally produced by ArtReach Touring Theatre of Cincinnati.

Drama with music. Adapted by Kathryn Schultz Miller. Based on 
the novel by Stephen Crane. Cast: 1m., 1w., with doubling, or up to 11 
(9m., 1w., 1 either gender). This coming-of-age play is a riveting bat-
tlefield drama that follows Henry’s emotional journey to the meaning 
of courage. Henry’s glamorous image of war leads him to enlist with 
excited anticipation. He soon finds himself engrossed in a very real 
conversation with the other young recruits about whether they each 
will run or stand and fight when faced with an actual conflict. The 
first battle proves too frightening for Henry, driving him to escape to 
the woods. After rationalizing his self-preservation, he encounters a 
fatal wounding of his new friend, Jim. Devastated, he vows to take 
care of Jim, and grants his dying wish to be moved away from the 
threat of trampling hooves. Returning to his regiment, Henry finds 
his comrades unaware that he ran, and decides to preserve his pride 
by fabricating a story of battle survival. He then redeems himself in 
the ensuing battle. Henry and his comrade, Wilson, overhear their 
general speaking highly of their regiment, and revealing a plan to 
order a charge of the Rebel flag. Henry and Wilson decide it is their 
destiny to carry out the plan, and after much bloody fighting, Henry 
manages to take the Confederate flag. Together they celebrate vic-
tory, finding that although shortly before this day they had joined 
the army as boys, they have finished as men. Production notes are 
available in the script containing details on costume and set design. 
Simple set. Suitable for touring. Costumes: Yankee military uniforms 
and other simple period costumes. Approximate running time: 50 min-
utes. Music in book. Code: R93.
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*** NOTICE ***
The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclusively by 
FAMILY PLAYS without whose permission in writing no performance of it may 
be given. Royalty must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is 
presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is performed 
any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications and re-
strictions may be found at our website www.FamilyPlays.com, or we may be con-
tacted by mail at: FAMILY PLAYS, 311 Washington St., Woodstock, IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S AGENT THE 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law provides authors with a fair 
return for their creative efforts. Authors earn their living from the royalties they 
receive from book sales and from the performance of their work. Conscientious 
observance of copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue 
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, de-
letions or substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written consent 
of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, 
videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permis-
sion in writing from the publisher. It may not be performed either by professionals 
or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, but not limited to, 
the professional, motion picture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, 
tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and reading, are reserved. 

© 1988, revised 1989, 1990 by 
KATHRYN SCHULTZ MILLER

© 1995 by 
ANCHORAGE PRESS, INC.

Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved

(THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE)

ISBN: 978-0-87602-336-5

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this play which are in 
copyright, the permission of the copyright owners must be obtained or other songs and 
recordings in the public domain substituted.
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IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
All producers of the play must give credit to the author(s) of the play in all pro-
grams distributed in connection with performances of the play and in all instances 
in which the title of the play appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or 
otherwise exploiting the play and/or a production. The name of the author(s) must 
also appear on a separate line, on which no other name appears, immediately 
following the title, and must appear in size of type not less than fifty percent the 
size of the title type. Biographical information on the author(s), if included in the 
playbook, may be used in all programs. In all programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with 
Family Plays of Woodstock, Illinois”
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