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*#% NOTICE ***

The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclu-
sively by THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without whose
permission in writing no performance of it may be given. Royalty must
be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is presented for
profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is performed any
time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications and
restrictions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be contacted by mail at: DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COM-
PANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S
AGENT THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro-
vides authors with a fair return for their creative efforts. Authors earn
their living from the royalties they receive from book sales and from the
performance of their work. Conscientious observance of copyright law is
not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue their creative work.
This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, deletions or
substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written consent
of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photo-
copy, recording, videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publisher. It may not be
performed either by professionals or amateurs without payment of roy-
alty. All rights, including, but not limited to, the professional, motion pic-
ture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lec-
turing, publication and reading, are reserved.

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this
play which are in copyright, the permission of the copyright owners
must be obtained or other songs and recordings in the public domain
substituted.
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CHARACTERS

SHELLY, 14 years old
RUSSELL, 16 years old, Shelly’s brother

Two actors are costumed as statues of RA and BASTET,
gods of ancient Egypt.

SETTING: The Egyptian gallery of a museum.

TIME: Today.
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Wonder on Paper

AT RISE: SHELLY sits on a bench in the Egyptian gallery
of a museum. A statue of the Egyptian sun god, RA, and
the cat-goddess BASTET, are the centerpieces of the gal-
lery. Around her on the floor are crumpled sheets of pa-
per. SHELLY sketches furiously in her sketchbook, but
flips the pages, starting over and over, then finally rips
yet another page and crumples it up, tossing it on the
ground. RUSSELL rushes into the gallery.

RUSSELL (entering). Shel? (Sees her.) Great. Got the right
gallery. Thought I’d taken a wrong turn at the sphinx.
What’s up with the litter?

SHELLY (drawing). I’ll pick it up. What time is it?

RUSSELL (checking the clock on his cell phone). Three
o’clock. Exactly. I had my phone alarm programmed to
beep in increasingly smaller intervals, with a mounting
sense of urgency.

SHELLY. It can do that?

RUSSELL. Man and machine. We can do anything. Come
on, we gotta go!

SHELLY (drawing). Can’t.

RUSSELL. We promised Dad in blood we’d taxi back to
the hotel by 3:30.

SHELLY. Can’t.
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22 10 BY 10

RUSSELL (rapidly picking up SHELLY’s discarded draw-
ings, shoving them into her backpack). Shelly, if we
blow this, our vacation is doomed! They won’t let us out
of their sight again!

SHELLY. I can’t leave until I draw “beauty.”

RUSSELL. Do what?

SHELLY. “Beauty.” What is it? I want to draw it.

RUSSELL. It’s summer, Shel. Honors art class is over.

SHELLY. This is for me! I’ve spent all day in this museum
filled with gorgeous paintings and sculptures that artists
have made for thousands of years—

RUSSELL. So draw one of those. (Checking his clock.)
Quickly!

SHELLY. But they’re beautiful things—not beauty itself.
That’s what I want to capture!

RUSSELL. OK. We’ll look it up.

SHELLY. What?

RUSSELL (punching keys on his cell phone). Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary. On-line. Mobile access. Definition:
“Beauty.”

SHELLY. Russell—

RUSSELL. Shelly. I have the information. The Knowledge.

SHELLY. You have a cell phone.

RUSSELL. I have the Holy Grail of access, a golden bowl
of answers. But I can sign off—

SHELLY. Wait! What does it say?

RUSSELL (reading from his Web access). “Beauty: A
quality that pleases the mind or senses.” There you go.
(SHELLY does not move.) So draw!

SHELLY. How do you draw that: a “quality”?

RUSSELL. You’re an artist, Shel. Figure it out or give it

up.
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Wonder on Paper 23

SHELLY. Is that your philosophy of life?

RUSSELL. Excuse me?

SHELLY. Anything you can’t figure out, you just don’t
think about?

RUSSELL. Yes. Exactly! (Looking at his phone.) De-
pleting power bar. Now we really have to go.

SHELLY. Look at this statue.

RUSSELL. Shelly—

SHELLY. I need five minutes. Time me!

RUSSELL (programming the phone). Deal. Four fifty-nine
and counting.

SHELLY (looking at the statue). Do you see?

RUSSELL (reading the label). “Egyptian. 2500 B.C. Sand-
stone. Ra, the sun god.” And?

SHELLY. Whoever carved this wanted to know how the
sun rises and sets. So he made a god.

RUSSELL. Who sailed in a golden boat across the sky, un-
til sunset. I know all about him. Then he road down into
the underworld, and rose again at sunrise. Sunset. Sun-
rise. But! Science has subsequently explained the actual
patterns of the earth’s rotation. So that’s why this statue
is no longer worshiped, but sits in a museum. Can we go
now?

SHELLY. But did the artist really believe in Ra or was he
trying to do what I’m trying to do?

RUSSELL. I'd call this guy “beast” before I’d call him
“beauty.”

SHELLY. Stop joking, Russell! Look at this one. She’s
Ra’s daughter, Bastet.

RUSSELL. Who were the first people to keep cats as pets?
(Before SHELLY can answer.) Egyptians! (Congratu-
lating himself.) Score!
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