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Comedy. By Rosemary Frisino Toohey. Cast: 4 ac-
tors. Think living in a fishbowl is tough? Try a fruit 
bowl. All the regulars are there: the self-centered 
star, the guy hiding a secret, the budding philoso-
pher. Anxiety, alienation, alarm and bad attitude are 
all there. All oranges are acidic, but the one in this 
bowl is off the charts. Apple is worried because he’s 
all or nothing at all—and what’s really underneath 
that skin? Bruised by self-doubt, the banana wres-
tles with the big questions. Can he possibly be top 
banana? Then the arrival of a strange brown visitor 
from down under ups the ante. Can the newbie pass 
the test? And is she truly a fruit? Prejudice ripens in 
the bowl. Will the newcomer be accepted? As the 
light fades at the end of the day, there’s much more 
than seeds and juice in this fruit bowl. Single set. 
Approximate running time: 15 minutes. 
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu sively
by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY with out whose per mis sion
in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must be paid ev ery
time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for profit and whether 
or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any time it is acted be fore
an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and re stric tions may be found 
at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com, or we may be con tacted by
mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St.,
Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S AGENT 
THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COP IES. This law pro vides au thors
with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn their liv ing from the
roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the per for mance of their
work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is not only eth i cal, it en -
cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work. This work is fully pro tected 
by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or sub sti tu tions may be made in the
work with out the prior writ ten con sent of the pub lisher. No part of this work
may be re pro duced or trans mit ted in any form or by any means, elec tronic or 
me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma -
tion stor age and re trieval sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the
pub lisher. It may not be per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with -
out pay ment of roy alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes -
sional, mo tion pic ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, 
rec i ta tion, lec tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are reserved.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers must 
be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main sub sti -
tuted.
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all pro -
grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in all in -
stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver tis ing,
pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion. The name
of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no other name
ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in size of type not
less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type. Bio graph i cal in for ma -
tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may be used in all pro grams.
In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISH ING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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Cos mic Fruit Bowl was pro duced in “Sum mer Short ies” by 
Tur tle Shell Pro duc tions, July-Au gust 2011, The Shell The -
ater, Times Square Arts Cen ter, New York, N.Y., John W.
Coo per, Pro ducer/Ar tis tic Di rec tor.

CAST

Or ange . . . Zoe Gronner al ter nat ing with Sutton Sev er ance
Ap ple . . . . Takyrah Jones al ter nat ing with Amelia Bryant 
Ba nana . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Oona Lau rance 
Kiwi . . AnnMarie Arcuri al ter nat ing with Mad i son Absher
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COS MIC FRUIT BOWL

CHAR AC TERS (all roles may be played by m or w):

AP PLE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the angst-rid den pre tender
OR ANGE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the ob nox ious diva
BA NANA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the in tro spec tive thinker
KIWI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the fresh new comer

TIME: The pres ent.

SET TING: The in side of a fruit bowl.

N.B. The ob vi ous ward robe choice would be to go with
all-out “fruit”cos tumes. While that’s cer tainly ac cept -
able, the au thor would like to point out that it’s not
strictly nec es sary. A shirt or a sin gle ac ces sory in the
ap pro pri ate color would work as well.

SYN OP SIS: Anx i ety, alarm and alien ation. At the end of
the day, will a new comer be ac cepted? Or will one of
the reg u lars be re jected? It’s all there in the fruit bowl.
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(Lights up on AP PLE, BA NANA and OR ANGE. AP PLE
and OR ANGE are jos tling for room.)

APPLE. If I did n’t know any better, I’d think you were
try ing to push me out of the bowl.

ORANGE. Would I do that?
APPLE. Prob a bly. That’s how you are. Sharp, spite ful,

acidic…that’s the word for you.
ORANGE. That’s not what peo ple say. To the world, I’m

ev ery body’s sun shine.
APPLE. Hah! Ad ver tis ing. 
BANANA. Will you two give it a rest? 
APPLE. We’re hav ing a dis cus sion over here. Any way,

what’s it to you?
BANANA. I’m go ing through a rip en ing stage. It takes a

lot out of me.
OR ANGE. Aw, poor baby. He’s try ing to ripen.
BANANA. I mean it. Knock it off.
APPLE. What’s the mat ter? Miss ing your bud dies?
ORANGE. Sure he is. He’s the re ject of the bunch.
BANANA. Come on, cut me some slack.
APPLE. Okay, we’ll back off. We’re just, I don’t know, a

lit tle antsy to day.
BANANA. Ants? Are there ants around?
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APPLE. Chill. I just meant we’re hun gry for ex cite ment.
BANANA. Who cares about ex cite ment? I just want some

an swers.
APPLE. An swers to what? 
BANANA. The big ques tions. You know, is there any

mean ing to all this?
ORANGE. Oh. Now he wants mean ing.
APPLE. What kind of mean ing?
BANANA. You know, one day you’re green, the next day, 

you’re yel low. It’s all so…fleet ing. And should we aim
for some thing better? A big ger fruit bowl, per haps?
Then again, maybe—

APPLE. Woe, buddy, time out. You’re a ba nana. That’s it. 
BANANA. But is that enough? Should I try and be a better 

ba nana? Maybe even the best ba nana? Can we be what
we want to be or are we just what we are?

ORANGE. Geez, all these ques tions.
BANANA. I can’t help it. You know what they say. An

un ex am ined life is not worth liv ing.
APPLE. Who says?
BANANA. Plato.
ORANGE. What’s a Plato?
BANANA. It’s not a what, it’s a he.
APPLE. He, who? The guy who makes plates?
BANANA. This is not about plates! Get your mind off the

ta ble. I’m talk ing about one of the great think ers of all
time. He was Greek. Lived a long time ago. And he ate
ba nanas. 

APPLE. I think you’ve gone ba nanas.
BANANA. What’s that sup posed to mean?

(AP PLE makes the sign for crazy.)
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BA NANA (cont’d). But don’t you two ever won der if
there’s any thing be yond the fruit bowl? Is this all there
is? 

ORANGE. I know what your prob lem is. You’re jeal ous.
BANANA. What have I got to be jeal ous about?
ORANGE. You got no juice. Ap ple Man and me, we got

fla vor that’s drink able. That’s what keeps us at the top
of the fa vor ite fruit list. We’re pop u lar, you’re not. Deal 
with it.

BANANA. Thank you very much, but I am not jeal ous of
an or ange. I’m just the kind of guy who fo cuses on the
big pic ture. I want to know what it’s like out there. 

APPLE. To me, the big is sue is how to stay ripe, tasty and
good-look ing.

ORANGE. For some of us that’s no prob lem.
APPLE. Get her. But how do we keep at the top of our

game? 
BANANA. Well, if we were veg e ta bles, it would be dif fer -

ent. 
APPLE. Sure. No body cares what a po tato looks like.

Ugly, bumpy things. 
ORANGE. It’s that whole French fry thing, I’m tell ing

you. If it were n’t for that, nobody’d give ’em a sec ond
glance.

APPLE. Yeah, but we got to look good. And the time
frame. Too early, we’re bit ter and taste less. Too late,
we’ve got bruises and we’re rot ten to the core. The
pres sure is un re lent ing.

BANANA. And you two have a big ger win dow than I do.
ORANGE. There’s no win dow in the fruit bowl.
BANANA. I meant you can hang out for days and days.

With me, it’s green one day, rot ten the next. 
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