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Drama. By Frank Higgins. Adapted from the story by H.G. Wells. 
Cast: 3m., 3w. with doubling. May be expanded to 6m., 5w., extras. Eduardo, 
a poor farmer in a South American village, dreams of being in love. 
Frustrated by his poverty and disability of being blind in one eye, he 
turns his back on his own world and risks his life to find a mythical 
village high in the Andes mountains where everyone is blind and the 
streets are paved in gold. When he stumbles upon the village and real-
izes that the people who live there have no knowledge of the outside 
world, he fantasizes that “in the country of the blind the one-eyed man 
is king.” However, he learns that the people have skills that he does not 
and that his presence is thought by the high priestess to be an infection 
that must be destroyed. He becomes friends with Medina, a beautiful 
girl who does not know that she is beautiful, whose job it is to deter-
mine whether he should live or die. When Medina and Eduardo fall 
in love, the leader decides that Eduardo can live, as long as the source 
of his crazy behavior—the tumors Eduardo calls “eyes”—are removed. 
Will Eduardo give up his sight for love? Or can he convince Medina 
to come to his world, where she will be regarded as the one who is 
less than normal? Premiered at the Coterie Theatre and toured Kansas 
under the auspices of Accessible Arts. Area staging. Approximate running 
time: 65 minutes. Code: CF1.
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our website: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St., Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this 
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers
must be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main
sub sti tuted.
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Printed in the United States of Amer ica
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IM POR TANT BILL ING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver -
tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion.
The name of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type.
Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may
be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”

In ad di tion, all pro duc ers of the play must in clude the fol low ing ac knowl -
edg ment on the ti tle page of all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with
per for mances of the play and on all ad ver tis ing and pro mo tional ma te ri -
als:

“First pro duced by the Co te rie Thea tre, Kan sas City, Mis souri,
in as so ci a tion with Ac ces si ble Arts, Inc.”
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The Coun try of the Blind was orig i nally pro duced by the 
Co te rie Theatre of Kan sas City, Mis souri, in March of
2007, in as so ci a tion with Ac ces si ble Arts, Inc. Jeff Church, 
producing artistic di rec tor. Joette Pelster, ex ec u tive
director.

THE COM PANY

Edu ar do . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lucian Connole
The Sto ry teller/Old Edu ar do . . . . . . . . . . . Dale Westgaard
Me dina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vanessa Severo
Dash ing Dan iel/Pedro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Alex Espy
Dar ling Delores/Priest ess . . . . . . . . . . Ra chel May Rob erts
The Car ni val Barker/the Leader . . . . . . . Niccole Thurman
Vil lager/En sem ble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ashley Tilton
Vil lager/En sem ble . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shan non Curry

PRO DUC TION STAFF

Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar tin Eng lish
Mu sic Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kit Bard well
Set De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jon Cupit
Cos tume De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Georgianna Londre
Mask De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Heidi Stubblefield
Lighting De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Art Kent
Sound De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Da vid Kiehl
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amy M. Abels Owen
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THE COUN TRY OF THE BLIND

CHAR AC TERS

3m., 3w. with dou bling.
May be ex panded to 6m., 5w., ex tra vil lag ers.

THE STO RY TELLER/OLD EDU AR DO: He func tions as
sto ry teller and also as an au dio de scriber for non-sighted
au di ence mem bers. He also plays a Worker in the car ni val.

EDU AR DO NUNEZ: A young peas ant farmer. He wears
an eye patch.

ME DINA: A blind young woman/dou bles as a non de script
woman in town.

PEDRO: A blind young man/Dash ing Dan iel, a sighted
man in the town.

THE LEADER: The fe male Leader of the Coun try of the
Blind/doubles as the Car ni val Barker.

THE PRIEST: The fe male ad vi sor to the Leader in the
Coun try of the Blind/doubles as Dar ling Delores.
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SET & PROPS

A mostly bare stage so that the story can move from one
lo ca tion to an other quickly. Im por tant props will be a gold
rock and a clothes bas ket for the Coun try of the Blind. The 
car ni val booth and milk bot tles at the top of the show can
be real, or they can be mimed.

PLACE & TIME

A vil lage at the foot of the An des Moun tains in Co lom bia
and the Coun try of the Blind, a vil lage high in the moun -
tains. The time is the early 1900s.

AU THOR’S NOTE

The orig i nal pro duc tion at the Co te rie was per formed with
masks on the vil lag ers and blind folds on the peo ple from
the Coun try of the Blind. Only the Sto ry teller and Edu ar do
did not wear masks or blind folds.

6
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EDU AR DO. Noth ing! I’ve climbed for days and found
noth ing! Ev ery thing I have done in my life has been for
noth ing! I can’t take it any more! God, please, do with
me what you will. I give up!

STO RY TELLER. He falls down the moun tain and into a
nar row val ley.

(ME DINA and PEDRO in blind folds en ter.)

THE COUN TRY OF THE BLIND 13

Eduardo, a penniless farmer, has left his world and climbed 
high into the Andes Mountains to find the mythical Country 
of the Blind where he hopes his life will be better. He 
becomes lost and exhausted, and cries out in despair:
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STO RY TELLER (cont’d). A woman and man who have no 
eyes ap proach.

ME DINA. Whatever it is, it’s big. Come on.
PEDRO. Wait. It could be a big rock that rolled down from 

the wall. It could start roll ing again and crush us.
ME DINA. This rock has a heart beat. And it smells hu -

man…al most. Come on.
PEDRO. No.
ME DINA. Are all men cow ards? (ME DINA goes to EDU -

AR DO.)
PEDRO. You are be ing reck less, Me dina.
ME DINA. It has a bump on its head. It’s bare-chested.
PEDRO. And barefoot. It’s a baby.
ME DINA. A baby this big?
PEDRO. Could n’t a baby have a big body to go with its

big stink?
ME DINA. What ever it is, we need to take it to the El ders.

Pick it up.
PEDRO. Uhhh, a big, smelly, heavy baby.
EDU AR DO. Uhh…
PEDRO. Baby talk. I told you it was a baby. You ought to

trust my opin ion more. Men know things.
ME DINA. Where could this thing have come from? Is it a

mir a cle?
EDU AR DO. I came over the moun tains.
PEDRO. Ah! (The star tled PEDRO drops him.)
EDU AR DO. Ohh, why did you drop me?
ME DINA. A baby that talks so quickly?
EDU AR DO. Is this—this is it. The Coun try of the Blind.
ME DINA. “Blind”?
EDU AR DO. It’s all right. I’m from the out side. Where

peo ple can see?

14 THE COUN TRY OF THE BLIND
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ME DINA. “See”?
PEDRO. It talks crazy. It co mes out of the rocks. Let’s hit

it with a rock. (The STO RY TELLER makes the SOUND
of a bird sing ing.)

ME DINA. Lis ten!
PEDRO. An gels!
ME DINA. If the an gels are sing ing, maybe they ap prove of 

his com ing. Did you come from the an gels?
EDU AR DO. You mean those birds?
PEDRO. “Birds”? Lis ten, baby, do not use ugly words to

de scribe sa cred things.
ME DINA. It means no harm.
PEDRO. Any thing that uses ugly words to de scribe an gels

did not come from the an gels.
ME DINA. That is not for us to de cide. Pick it up again.
EDU AR DO. No, I can walk.
ME DINA. The baby talks and walks? You are very spe cial.
EDU AR DO. I’ve waited my whole life for some one to say

that.
ME DINA. Your whole life? You were just born. Take my

hand.
EDU AR DO. No, I can see.
ME DINA. See? What is “see”?
EDU AR DO. I can sense things in a way you can’t. (EDU -

AR DO stum bles over a gold rock.) Uh!
ME DINA. But you stum ble over the rock.
PEDRO. Big, smelly, dumb baby.
EDU AR DO. Gold? You have gold nug gets this big?
ME DINA. Gold?
PEDRO. More crazy talk.
ME DINA. It’s a clean ing rock. We use these when we

wash our clothes in the stream.

THE COUN TRY OF THE BLIND 15
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EDU AR DO. You mean these rocks are com mon—yes! I
see now! Gold—uh, clean ing rocks ev ery where!

PEDRO. Again with this “see.” This thing has brain prob -
lems.

EDU AR DO. You can pave the streets with clean ing rocks.
ME DINA. You say crazy things.
PEDRO. We should shout as we walk. So chil dren won’t

be afraid.
ME DINA. Put down the clean ing rock. Babies throw things 

around. You don’t want to hurt peo ple, do you?
STO RY TELLER. He puts the gold down. They walk.
PEDRO. Children! Stay back! We have a smelly, clumsy

crea ture that might throw clean ing rocks!
EDU AR DO. So you’ve never had a stranger come here be -

fore?
ME DINA. What is “a stranger”?
PEDRO. Strange, stranger, strang est. He is not “a stranger” 

but “a strang est.” Ha ha ha.
EDU AR DO. You’re not mar ried to him, are you?
ME DINA. We’ll be there soon.
EDU AR DO. Wait. If no one from out side has ever come

here, has any one here ever wanted to leave?
ME DINA. Why would some one want to leave the world?
EDU AR DO. You’ve never won dered if there was some -

thing more? Some thing be yond the world you know?
(ME DINA is about to an swer but is cut off by:)

PEDRO. Dumb ques tions. Children, stay back! We have a
smelly, clumsy crea ture that asks dumb ques tions!

ME DINA. We’re about to meet the el ders now. Do what I
tell you and there will be no prob lem.

PEDRO. Un less it opens its mouth.

16 THE COUN TRY OF THE BLIND
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(The LEADER and the HIGH PRIEST en ter.)

STO RY TELLER. The Leader and the High Priest, both
women, ap proach.

ME DINA. Be loved Leader, Be loved High Priest, we bring
you a cu ri ous crea ture, who has ar rived full grown in the 
world.

LEADER. Let us dis cover why this crea ture was cre ated.
ME DINA. Maybe he can tell us, though his brain still

needs to grow.
LEADER. Does it have a name?
PEDRO. From The Out side.
EDU AR DO. No. I am Edu ar do Nunez.
PEDRO. You said “I’m FromTheOutside.” Now you say

“I’m EduardoNunez.” It has brain dam age.
EDU AR DO. I am Edu ar do. I am from the out side.
PRIEST. What is The Out side?
EDU AR DO. A place…where I did n’t re ally ex ist. But I

was al ways hop ing for some thing good to hap pen so that 
I could ex ist.

PEDRO. He’s crazy.
LEADER. Quiet.
EDU AR DO. I want to live here in peace. I hope that peo -

ple who have no eyes will not make fun of me for hav -
ing only one.

LEADER. Eyes? What is “eyes”?
PEDRO. The sound of lu nacy.
ME DINA. No. His brain is new. His brain has grow ing

pains.
EDU AR DO. I can ex plain. I have eyes in my face, the rest

of you don’t. And I can see.
LEADER. See?

THE COUN TRY OF THE BLIND 17
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PEDRO. He al ways says “see.” Like a dumb per son says
“uh.”

EDU AR DO. I’m not dumb. I can do things you can’t. I can 
help you. I can do things to im prove your lives.

LEADER. We need no im prove ment; we have no prob -
lems.

PRIEST. Ex cept you.
EDU AR DO. You have to un der stand—
PRIEST. What?!
LEADER. You tell us what we have to do?
ME DINA. He means no harm.
EDU AR DO. I have a power you don’t, be cause of my

eyes.
LEADER. Let’s feel your power.
PRIEST. No. It could be car ry ing dis ease. It could be a dis -

ease.
STO RY TELLER. The Leader feels Edu ar do’s face and

eyes.
LEADER. It has bulges in its face that we don’t have.
EDU AR DO. “Eyes.”
STO RY TELLER. The High Priest feels Edu ar do’s eyes.
PRIEST. They feel like tu mors.
EDU AR DO. No. My eyes let me do great things that you

can’t.
LEADER. What things?
EDU AR DO. I have n’t touched you. But I can tell you how

tall you are. You are eleven hands high.
LEADER. Ev ery one knows that.
EDU AR DO. You, the ad vi sor, priest, what ever you are,

you’re ten hands high. And you, the guy with bad
breath, you’re almost twelve hands high. And you, the
only person who’s been kind to me, what’s your name?
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PEDRO. Don’t tell him, Me dina.
EDU AR DO. Me dina is eleven hands high. There, I’ve

showed you some of my power.
LEADER. Ev ery one knows how tall some one is. From

where their voice is com ing from. You are two fin gers
less than twelve hands high. (PEDRO laughs.)

EDU AR DO. I know some thing that none of you know.
Me dina is beau ti ful. (They laugh.)

PEDRO. What a fool. Cleaning rocks valu able, Me dina
beau ti ful.

EDU AR DO. Me dina is very beau ti ful.
LEADER. My daugh ter was cho sen to be the fu ture leader

be cause she is not beau ti ful. So she is not dis tracted by
love.

EDU AR DO. You lack the abil ity to know what I can see.
PRIEST. Her esy! These bulges in fect his brain!
ME DINA. Stop. Leader and High Priest, Edu ar do did not

know he was of fend ing you. He has a new born brain.
He has not yet learned The Truth.

LEADER. True. So we will teach him now. Lis ten and
learn The Truth, new born.

(A rit ual be gins with the LEADER, ME DINA and
PEDRO hum ming as one to sym bol ize the unity of the
vil lage. The PRIEST then starts with the rec i ta tion. Af ter 
each an swer by the vil lage, they hum again.)

PRIEST. The world was first an empty hol low in the rocks. 
Then the Great Spirit cre ated the earth and trees.

ALL. And it was Good.
PRIEST. Then the Great Spirit cre ated the rain so that

grains and veg e ta bles would grow from the earth.
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ALL. And it was Good.
esohw slam i na eht deta erc tiripS taerG eht nehT .TSEIRP

.sgni eb nam uh evres ot eb dluow ti boj
ALL. And it was good.

 thguorb ohw nemow deta erc tiripS taerG eht nehT .TSEIRP
wis dom and be came lead ers.

ALL. And it was good.
eht wolp ot nem deta erc tiripS taerG eht nehT .TSEIRP

fields and do the heavy lift ing.
ALL. And it was good.

 er ot sleg na deta erc tiripS taerG eht tsal ta dnA .TSEIRP -
mind us to live as they do.

ALL. And it was good.
 rah ni ,sleg na ekil ,gni gnis dlroW enO era eW .TSEIRP -

mony.
ALL. And it was—

 .won lit nU .TSEIRP (The LEADER, PEDRO and ME DINA 
gasp.)

20 THE COUN TRY OF THE BLIND

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois




