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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this 
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers
must be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main
sub sti tuted.
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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the Play must give credit to the Author of the Play in all 
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the Play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver -
tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the Play and/or a pro duc tion.
The name of the Au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no 
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type.
Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on the Au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may 
be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”
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BODY OF FAITH was first pre sented by Cor ner stone
The ater Com pany and the L.A. Gay & Les bian Cen ter
(who first com mis sioned the play wright), at their Renberg
The ater, Hol ly wood, Ca lif., Feb ru ary 20 - March 22, 2003.
The pro duc tion was di rected by Chris to pher Liam Moore
and in cluded the fol low ing:

THE COM PANY

Abdulla Almuntheri              Steph a nie Sa rah
Donna Cassyd                      Debra Pasquerette
Pi erre L. Cham bers               Ilya Pearlman
Nyra Con stant                      Adina Por ter
Pe ter Howard                       Bennett Schnei der
Ebonie Hub bard                    Loraine Sheilds
Aud rey E. Lock wood             Leslie Sloan
Mi chael R. Mallory               Pe ter James Smith
Ruben Marquez                    George Weiss Vando
Alejandra (Alex) Navarro

PRO DUC TION STAFF AND CREW

Na than Birnbaum . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Songs
Paula Donnelly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Management
Dan iel Foster. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Images
Ra chel Hauck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Set
Lynn Jeffries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cos tumes/Pup pets
Younwha Kong. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lights
Geoff Korf . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lights
Ken Roht . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Move ment
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ORDER OF PER FOR MANCE

In the Be gin ning . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . En sem ble

The Book - One [Story of Sam] . Donna, Mi chael, Abdulla,
Pi erre, Nyra, Pe ter H, Alex, Ilya, Loraine, Leslie

I Am My Own God . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ebonie

Broad way Babies . . . . . . . Ruben, Pe ter S, Bennett, George

Hindu Chant . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . En sem ble

Pole Dance . Aud rey, Ruben, Adina, Pi erre, Mi chael, Leslie

The Book - Two [Sam Gets Wiser] . . . Abdulla, Steph a nie,
Pi erre, Nyra, Pe ter H, Ruben, Alex, Ilya, Loraine, Leslie,

Mi chael

I Saw God . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bennett

The Cir cle . . . . Pe ter S, Steph a nie, Abdulla, Pi erre, Adina,
Alex, Loraine, Ebonie, Ilya, Mi chael, Debra, Nyra,

Leslie, George

The Book - Three [Fundamentally Dif fer ent] . . . . . George,
Leslie

Womyn Only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nyra, Donna

Me, Just Me . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Debra, Steph a nie

Am big u ous Girl . . . . . . . . Steph a nie, Debra, Pe ter S, Alex

Ch-Ch-Ch-Changes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pe ter S, Ilya

The Book - Four [Les sons From the Quran] . . . . . Ensemble
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Grief . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pe ter H, Loraine

The Book - Five [Book of Lies] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Adina

The Book - Six [So It Says] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . En sem ble

Book of Love [Who Wrote the...] . . . . . . . . . . . . En sem ble

* * *

   The juice is in what you don’t know
   In the mys tery that draws you down deeper
               Mar i lyn Sewell, Res ur recting Grace

   Are ye lis tening to me?
   We are, sir
   And what’s enough?
   The gift of faith, sir
   Good
   Go home
               Frank Mccourt, Angela’s Ashes
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BODY OF FAITH

A Play in One Act
For a flex i ble cast - as many as 19, as few as 8

CHARACTERS

AUD REY
BENNETT
DEBRA
STEPH A NIE
PI ERRE
RUBEN
ADINA
GEORGE
LORAINE
MI CHAEL
ILYA
ALEX (ALEJANDRA)
EBONIE
PETER S.
NYRA
PETER H.
DONNA
ABDULLA
LESLIE
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AU THOR’S NOTES

A NEW BE GINNING

A white space.

In some ways this is a space for light to re flect, but also
for im ages to be pro jected. A space that can be womb-like
or to be shrouded in. It might even look like a can vas about 
to be filled. Empty, like an in stal la tion.

Hanging from the ceil ing on long thin wires are sim ple
col or ful sleeve less dresses. Those early six ties/girl-group
types that can eas ily be sewn from a Sim plic ity pat tern.
They float out there. They are in dif fer ent col ors with pat -
terns. They hang like bod ies in the space.

Up stage there is a row of chairs that the ac tors will sit
in. The chairs are in a semi-cir cle and face the au di ence.
The per form ers will act as a Greek cho rus, of sorts. But
maybe also wit nesses to the tes ti mony this eve ning. In
front of the chairs is a strip of floor lights. This will give
the per form ers a Brechtian glow. This (it’s all as sump tion,
folks) will also cast shad ows of bod ies against the walls.

The play ing area is a sim ple deck that is maybe a foot
tall. In front of the deck is an other row of foot lights. These 
will cre ate the feel ing that this is a vaude ville. No, not a
vaude ville, a neo-vaude ville.

8
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To each side of the stage there are interesting match ing
screens. Very crisp in their de sign. They will frame the ac -
tors in sil hou ette as they change costumes. It seems that the 
screens also pres ent the pos si bil ity that the ac tor is al ways
pres ent. Even when she/he is just in shadow.

The body pres ent in trans for ma tion. Do the bod ies
change shape and form? Do they change gen der? Is there a
sissy form? Is there a butch form? Do the bod ies be come
pup pets? Only the screens will tell…

CHAR AC TER NAMES:
Use the ac tual names of your ac tors, se lect new names

for each, or use the names in the script (which are the
names of the ac tors in the orig i nal pro duc tion).
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IN THE BE GINNING

(A score that be comes large and am bi tious and al most
or ches tral. Maybe it’s some thing like, well not like,
(’cause we don’t want it to sound at all like that) but en -
er get i cally like—“Song for Shel ter” from Fat Boy Slim’s
“Half way Be tween the Gut ter and the Stars.” And it be -
gins to build as the ac tors en ter. Bodies with out com -
men tary. Wearing body stock ings (or nude, if pos si ble in
your pro duc tion). They stand fac ing the au di ence and
they be gin to look up one by one heav en ward. In some
sort of ec stasy, we think. As they do, and as the mu sic
builds, one by one, they reach out to the sky. Hands go -
ing up in space. The dresses be gin to lower and they fit
into each body. They all get a look, so to speak, or
maybe a gen der or per son al ity.

The per for mance be gins.

The ac tors sit on the chairs. There is a mo ment of ac -
knowl edg ment and si lence. Then the com pany, one by
one, or in groups, be gin to clap out with their palms, a
rhythm. Some thing gypsy-like that could sup port a cho -
ral rec i ta tion. Per haps man i fest ing in move ment? A
dance at the chairs while sit ting? Bodies mov ing in
space/through scrims? Who knows, I just write it.
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And so it starts. A kind of tribal song/chant. And, so, this 
is one of the el e ments that will be pres ent in the per for -
mance. A kind of song cy cle that un der scores or in tro -
duces mono logues and scenes.

AUD REY
In the be gin ning.

EN SEM BLE
In the be gin ning…

BENNETT
In the be gin ning.

EN SEM BLE
In the be gin ning…

DEBRA
In the be gin ning.

EN SEM BLE
In the be gin ning…

DEBRA
There was the spirit.

STEPH A NIE
And the spirit was good.

PI ERRE
Be cause the spirit,
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© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



RUBEN
was holy.

ADINA
And di vine.

GEORGE
And mean ing ful.

LORAINE
And pro found.

EN SEM BLE
pro found…

MI CHAEL
And it meant some thing.

ILYA
It meant some thing.

ALEX
To be in the spirit.

EBONIE
The spirit.

PETER S
The pres ence of.

NYRA
A spirit.

BODY OF FAITH 13
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(Beat.)

EN SEM BLE
And then came,

PETER H
And then came,

DONNA
And then came,

EN SEM BLE
the flesh.

ABDULLA
And the flesh was also good.

LESLIE
Be cause it was pure.

AUD REY
And full.

BENNETT
And it breathed.

DEBRA
And it gave a power.

STEPH A NIE
Mus cle.

14 BODY OF FAITH
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PI ERRE
Strength.

RUBEN
Move ment.

ADINA
But it was also,

GEORGE (moan)

LORAINE
and,

MI CHAEL (thrust)

ILYA
and,

ALEX (or gasm)

EBONIE
and it felt,

PETER S
re ally

NYRA
re ally

PETER H
re ally

BODY OF FAITH 15
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DONNA
good…

EN SEM BLE
good…

ABDULLA
to be in the flesh.

LESLIE
No, the flesh,

AUD REY
was good.

EN SEM BLE
was good.

(Beat.)

BENNETT
But not ev ery body felt good about,

DEBRA (moan)

STEPH A NIE (thrust)

PI ERRE (or gasm)

RUBEN
And some body,

16 BODY OF FAITH
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ADINA
I don’t know who.

GEORGE
I ain’t say ing.

LORAINE
No, no, not me.

MI CHAEL
Sep a rated the…

ILYA
spirit and the…

ALEX
flesh.

EBONIE
And they have n’t been seen,

PETER S
to gether since.

EN SEM BLE
Un til now…

(Beat.)

LORAINE
And we just jumped,

BODY OF FAITH 17
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DEBRA
a few thou sand years of his tory,

NYRA
to tell you a story.

PI ERRE
A new story.

LESLIE
About this idea,

AUD REY
of con nect ing,

DONNA
the spirit,

EN SEM BLE
the spirit,

ADINA
and the flesh.

EN SEM BLE
The flesh.

ILYA
Out of ne ces sity.

EBONIE
Out of sur vival.

18 BODY OF FAITH
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LESLIE
Out of ig no rance.

LORAINE
Or com plete in tel lec tual cu ri os ity.

(Beat.)

EN SEM BLE
I have a story,

RUBEN
about sep a ra tions,

ALEX
and con nec tions,

ABDULLA
and de sires

STEPH A NIE
and com mit ments.

PETER H
Of mo ments.

BENNETT
Of hav ing been,

MI CHAEL
down on my knees.

BODY OF FAITH 19
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PETER S
And not just to pray.

(Beat.)

GEORGE
I am the spirit.

LORAINE
I am the spirit.

DONNA
I am the spirit.

DEBRA
And I am the flesh.

EBONIE
The flesh.

AUD REY
The flesh.

ABDULLA
Stories.

ALEX
Some times sep a rate.

PETER H
But to night com bined.
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STEPH A NIE
This is a…

EN SEM BLE
story.

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA
Stories about…

STEPH A NIE / PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA
how peo ple…

GEORGE / LORAINE / MI CHAEL / ILYA
get by,

ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S / NYRA
In the world.

PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
In side.

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA
Out side of it.

STEPH A NIE / PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA
In one an other.

GEORGE / LORAINE / MI CHAEL / ILYA
In si lence.

ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S / NYRA
With each other.
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PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
In a group.

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA
With a part ner.

STEPH A NIE / PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA
With a lover.

GEORGE / LORAINE / MI CHAEL / ILYA
With a god.

ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S / NYRA
With a faith.

PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
With a spirit.

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA
With a woman.

STEPH A NIE / PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA
With a man.

GEORGE / LORAINE / MI CHAEL / ILYA
With some thing more.

ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S / NYRA
Than just a gen der.

PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
Just my sex u al ity.

22 BODY OF FAITH

© The Dramatic Publishing Company, Woodstock, Illinois



AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA
The force of my iden tity.

STEPH A NIE / PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA
With the power of a body.

GEORGE / LORAINE / MI CHAEL / ILYA
With the shape of my arms.

ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S / NYRA
The strength of my hips.

PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
The curve of my spine.

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA
The sweet ness of my ass.

STEPH A NIE / PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA
All that.

GEORGE / LORAINE / MI CHAEL / ILYA
And more.

ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S / NYRA
Some thing big ger…

PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
than me.

STEPH A NIE / PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA
Noth ing changes…
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GEORGE / LORAINE / MI CHAEL / ILYA
but the names.

ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S / NYRA
Ev ery thing changes…

PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
but time.

EN SEM BLE
Cross ing bod ies…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing sex…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing spirit…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing flesh…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing his tory…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing time…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing vi o lence…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing eras…
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EN SEM BLE
cross ing si lence…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing death…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing faith…

EN SEM BLE
cross ing over.

GEORGE
This is

LORAINE
a story…

MI CHAEL
about de sire.

ILYA
A search…

ALEX
for some thing…

EBONIE
big ger than me.

PETER S
Or me…

BODY OF FAITH 25
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NYRA
big ger than some thing.

PETER H
Looking in the tem ple.

DONNA
On the edge of a knife.

ABDULLA
In the earth.

LESLIE
On the flesh.

AUD REY
In side the heart.

BENNETT
In a spirit.

DEBRA
I am re mem ber ing a story I heard.

STEPH A NIE
a poem I lived.

PI ERRE
a cross I bore.

RUBEN
a god I had.
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ADINA
a joint I lit.

GEORGE
a time in my life.

LORAINE
a prayer I screamed.

MI CHAEL
a lover I felt.

ILYA
Some good times.

ALEX
Also bad.

EBONIE
Searching.

PETER S
For a poem.

NYRA
In the form of a per son.

PETER H
A story that…

DONNA
be came some one.
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ABDULLA
This is a story about

LESLIE
story.

AUD REY
About.

BENNETT
How peo ple…

BENNETT
get by.

DEBRA
In the world.

STEPH A NIE
In side.

PI ERRE
Out side of it.

(Palms stop briefly. Palms start again. Rhythm quicker
maybe.)

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA / STEPH A NIE
First I was afraid.

PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA / GEORGE / LORAINE
I was pet ri fied.
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MI CHAEL / ILYA / ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S
Thinking how I’d ever…

NYRA / PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
Live with out you…

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA / STEPH A NIE
By my side.

PI ERRE / RUBEN / ADINA / GEORGE / LORAINE
Then I spent…

MI CHAEL / ILYA / ALEX / EBONIE / PETER S
so many nights…

NYRA / PETER H / DONNA / ABDULLA / LESLIE
Thinking how…

AUD REY / BENNETT / DEBRA / STEPH A NIE
You did me wrong…

(Sound washes over palms…)

WHOLE EN SEM BLE
this is a story…
that is twist ing.
and turn ing.
and shift ing.
and chang ing.
and shap ing.
and be com ing…
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(Ac tors be gin to twirl and twirl and twirl. This could be
a whole show that twirls and trans forms. Maybe it can
look like a Trisha Brown per for mance. An en tire com -
pany in lay ered cloth ing that can be come man, woman,
transgendered, etc. Maybe have the women in the cast
only play men and the men only play women. Okay,
we’ll see.)
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THE BOOK - ONE [STORY OF SAM]

(Com ing down from the sky is the spec tac u lar en trance
of a beau ti ful, but very sim ple, book. Some one in the
com pany picks it up. When they open it they are il lu mi -
nated from in side the book.)

ILYA
It’s not a Bi ble.

PETER H
No, that would be too ob vi ous.

LESLIE
And I am too young.

NYRA
In some ways, it’s better.

PI ERRE
I am on a jour ney.

ALEX
In search of a con nec tion.

LORAINE
Be tween my knowl edge

ABDULLA
And my spirit
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