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Tom Saw yer is ded i cated to the “rough and tum ble” ear li est 
Seem-To-Be Players found ers and life long friends, Jeanne
Averill, Jeff and Beth Dearinger, Laurie and Charles
McLane-Higginson, An nie Mahoney, Jeff Tamblyn, Roger
Nolan, Da vid Naster, Sa rah Hendricks, Bill Opperman, Eric 
Wolfe, Tere Lee, Doug and Cheryl Weaver, Heather Laird
and oth ers we met along the way.

* * * *

Tom Saw yer orig i nated as a two-per son tour ing show
and was later ex panded to a five-per son pro fes sional tour -
ing pro duc tion per formed by the Seem-To-Be Players,
Law rence, Kan sas. The pro duc tion begged for an op por tu -
nity to ex pand to two acts with a full cast of age-ap pro pri -
ate ac tors. The pre miere pro duc tion of the full-cast ver sion
was per formed on “Leap Day,” Feb ru ary 29, 2008, at the
Law rence Arts Cen ter with a com bined pro fes sional, com -
mu nity and youth cast fea tur ing the fol low ing per form ers
and crew:

CAST:

TOM SAW YER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Da vid Petr
HUCK FINN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ja cob Leet
BECKY THATCHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Emma Davison
AUNT POLLY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Glenn
SID . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jayke Work man
COUSIN MARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sally Spurgeon
BEN ROGERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evan Weisgrau
AMY LAW RENCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Noelle Olson
MISS DOB BINS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nora Cox
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MUFF POTTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ron Wil lis
INJUN JOE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Travis Berkley
DOC ROB IN SON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig West
JOE HARPER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Riley Da vis
AL FRED TEM PLE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . George Runyan
PREACHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Shapiro
JUDGE THATCHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Coo per
DEA CON BROWN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Da vid Hollond
PETER BROWN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ster ling Hollond
MOLLY BROWN. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cal der Hollond
TOMMY BARNES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Zack Hoar
BILLY FISHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jakob Wal ter
JOHNNY MILLER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mi chael Ja cob son
JEFF THATCHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Grant Ahlvers
WILLIE MUFFERSON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keegan West
SAM UEL RICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Novorr
CLARA RICE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kaitlyn John son
IMOGENE FISHER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Courtney Coo per
GRACIE MILLER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicole Berkley
SALLY ROGERS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madelyn John son
SUSY HARPER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kendra Leet
GINNY WAL TERS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Blue O’Leary
RA CHEL EATON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jodi Moore
MISS MILLER. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Abby Olker
MISS PE TERS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cassidy Farwell
MRS. HARPER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karin Barrett
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METH OD IST GIRLS:
HOLLY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shoshi Rosen
KITTY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Celie Davison
JEAN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maria Ferrara
NA OMI. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Molly Weisgrau

MU SI CIANS:
Fid dle, Cello, Bass - Ric Averill
Man do lin - Brian Stuparyk
Gui tar, Dobro - Michael T. Bradley

Di rec tor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ric Averill
As sis tant Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rachael Perry
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Rogovein
Cos tumer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jennifer Glenn
Set De sign . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ric Averill, Danny Rogovein
Set Build . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Rogvein
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Danny Rogovein
As sis tant Stage Man ager. . . . . . . . . . . . . Pamina Buechner
Light Board Op er a tor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sid ney Kai ser
Light Board Op er a tor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tim Rosenboom
Tech ni cal Di rec tor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lee Saylor
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TOM SAW YER

Large-cast ad ap ta tion for age-ap pro pri ate ac tors

CHAR AC TERS

TOM SAW YER . . . the most mis chie vous boy in St. Pe ters burg,
Mis souri

HUCK FINN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom’s best friend
BECKY THATCHER . . . . . . . . . Tom’s girl friend, new to town
AUNT POLLY . . . . . . . . . . . Tom’s aunt who has taken him in
SID . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aunt Polly’s spoiled son
COUSIN MARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sid’s very re li gious cousin
BEN ROGERS. . . . . a bully, new to town, who be comes one of

Tom’s gang
AMY LAW RENCE. . . . . . . . . Tom’s first and for mer true love
MISS DOB BINS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tom’s teacher
MUFF POTTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the town drunk
INJUN JOE. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the town crim i nal
DOC ROB IN SON . . . . . . . . . . . . . . the town’s ec cen tric doc tor
JOE HARPER . . . . Tom and Huck’s sec ond in com mand of the

boys’ gang
AL FRED TEM PLE . . . . . . well dressed and smart, loves Becky

Thatcher
PREACHER . . . . . . . . . . . the town’s prin ci pal re li gious leader
JUDGE THATCHER . . . . the town’s new judge, Becky’s fa ther
DEA CON BROWN . . . the new Meth od ist min is ter, head of the

or phans’ home
PETER BROWN* . . the dea con’s son, later a mem ber of Tom’s

gang
MOLLY BROWN*. . the deacon’s daugh ter, later a school child
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TOMMY BARNES*. . . the youn gest mem ber of the boys’ gang
JEFF THATCHER. . Becky’s brother, be comes a mem ber of the

boys’ gang
BILLY FISHER*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . a mem ber of the boys’ gang
JOHNNY MILLER* . . . . . . . . . . . a mem ber of the boys’ gang
WILLIE MUFFERSON* . . . . . . . . a mem ber of the boys’ gang
SAM UEL RICE*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . a mem ber of the boys’ gang
CLARA RICE . . . . . . . . . . one of Becky’s friends, a school girl
IMOGENE FISHER . . . . . . one of Becky’s friends, a schoolgirl
GRACIE MILLER . . . . . . . one of Becky’s friends, a schoolgirl
SALLY ROGERS. . . . . . . . one of Becky’s friends, a schoolgirl
SUSY HARPER* . . . . . . . . one of Becky’s friends, a schoolgirl
GINNY WAL TERS* . . . . . one of Becky’s friends, a schoolgirl
RA CHEL EATON* . . . . . . one of Becky’s friends, a schoolgirl
MISS MILLER* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . one of the town’s la dies
MISS PE TERS*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . one of the town’s la dies
MRS. HARPER* . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . one of the town’s la dies

METH OD IST GIRLS:*
RUTH
RUBY
KITTY
NA OMI
STELLA
HOLLY
JEAN
MYRTLE

TOWNSEOPLE, MU SI CIANS AND OTHERS AS NEEDED

*Can be played by girls or boys, can be dou bled or cut
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ACT ONE

SCENE ONE: A steam boat land ing and play ing hooky.

A unit set with a large back drop that shows the wide
Mis sis sippi River re ced ing into the back ground. Var i ous
ga bles and cut out roof tops hang at an gles to sug gest an
or ga nized small town of the mid-1800s, St. Pe ters burg,
Mis souri. Spe cific set pieces will help des ig nate in di vid -
ual scenes, in clud ing a porch for AUNT POLLY, a picket 
fence in need of white wash ing, a few grave stones, a raft, 
a bush, a tree, stu dent benches and a slate board for the
school, a pul pit for the church and a judges’ bench at
the trial. The ac tion moves in seam less fash ion from one 
scene to an other, ar eas lit as they are used. Blue grass
mu sic, live or re corded, may help with the tran si tions
from scene to scene and add at mo sphere.

MU SIC. There is a hus tle and bus tle as the town co mes
to life. An OFF STAGE VOICE yells.

VOICE. Mark Twain! Mark Twain!

(There is a cry from the gath er ing crowd. A steam boat is 
ap proach ing. Sounds of the steam boat; its whis tle, ropes, 
splash ing, the paddle wheel. Groups that gather in the
town in clude AUNT POLLY, her spoiled child, SID, their 
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COUSIN MARY, vis it ing from St. Louis. PREACHER
CHARLES en ters with MRS. HARPER, fol lowed by JOE
and SUSY, her chil dren. A group of town BOYS in clud -
ing BILLY FISHER, JOHNNY MILLER, WILLIE
MUFFER SON, SAM UEL RICE and TOMMY BARNES
mill about to gether. AMY LAW RENCE is dog ging the
heels of MISS DOB BINS, her teacher, and other GIRLS
in clud ing CLARA RICE, IMOGENE FISHER, GRACIE
MILLER, SALLY ROGERS, GINNY WAL TERS and RA -
CHEL EATON tag along. MISS MILLER and MISS PE -
TERS watch the gath er ing with the very obe di ent and
proper AL FRED TEM PLE at their side. DOC ROB IN -
SON steps out of his of fice and watches, qui etly.)

COUSIN MARY. Steam boat! It’s a steam boat!
TOMMY BARNES. Chug-a-lug! Toot! Toot!
COUSIN MARY. See, Miss Dob bins—they’s pas sen gers

waitin’ to dis en gage.
MISS DOB BINS. Dis em bark, Mary.
COUSIN MARY. That’s what I meant!
AUNT POLLY. Could be the new judge, I reckon.

(There is a mur mur from the crowd as they spec u late on
who the new ar riv als might be.) 

PREACHER CHARLES. Our good cousin Dea con
Brown’s to be here soon with his charges from the
Meth od ist home. Could be him.

CLARA RICE. Bet it is, Rev er end. Look, a whole pas sel
of lit tle girls! There, on the deck.

RA CHEL EATON. And they’s all dressed alike…them’s
Meth od ists, sure enough.

10 TOM SAWYER Act I
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(All get ex cited and point about up stage.)

SID. Aunt Polly?
AUNT POLLY. What is it, Sid?
SID. Where’s Tom Saw yer? 
AUNT POLLY. Good ness, I don’t know. School, I reckon.
SID. Can’t be—ev ery one from school’s here watchin’ the

steam boat come in.
AUNT POLLY (looks around). Well, so they are. Now

you’ve set me all to worryin’. Maybe he went on to
home.

SID. Hey, Billy Fisher, was Tom misbehavin’ in school to -
day?

(BILLY and a cou ple of the other BOYS look over at
SID.)

BILLY FISHER. Who wants to know? 

(The BOYS look at one another like con spir a tors, re fus -
ing to tell that their friend was play ing hooky.)

SID. Aunt Polly.
JOHNNY MILLER. Ast Tom, ’spect he’s on his way home 

from school now.
SID. He ’uz misbehavin’ again, Aunt Polly, I swear.
AUNT POLLY. How can he mis be have if he was just

walkin’ down the street from school? 
SID. Oh, ma’am, you know Tom. He can mis be have jist

from the look on his face.
SALLY ROGERS. It’s at the dock! Steam boat’s dockin’!!
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(There is a rush as ev ery one presses for ward. TOM
SAW YER co mes run ning on, stops when he sees the
com mo tion. His gang turns, JOE HARPER quickly
leaves his mother and sis ter. The oth ers move to ward the 
steam boat dock, up stage.)

JOE HARPER. You’d best be care ful, Tom. Sid’s got it in
for you and he knows you played hooky.

(AMY LAW RENCE moves from the crowd and drifts
within ear shot of TOM and JOE.)

TOM SAW YER. How was I to hep it, Joe? (He shows off
a bit.) Mis sis sippi River was sing ing to me. “Tom, Tom, 
come swim in my cool wa ters!” And when a beau ti ful
woman like the Mis sis sippi River sings out to me, I just
gotta be po lite and an swer.

AMY LAW RENCE. Yer aw ful romantical for a boy, Tom
Saw yer.

TOM SAW YER. Thank you, Amy Law rence.

(TOM does a courtly bow. There is a big cheer and the
crowd co mes back on. In the cen ter is JUDGE THAT -
CHER, flanked by his chil dren, BECKY and JEFF. Be -
hind him is DEA CON BROWN, with his two chil dren,
MOLLY and PETER. BEN ROGERS is also among the
new ar riv als. PREACHER CHARLES gath ers ev ery one’s 
at ten tion. En tering at the sides of the crowd, al most un -
no ticed, are HUCK FINN on one side, MUFF POTTER
and INJUN JOE on the other. PREACHER CHARLES
clears his throat.)

12 TOM SAWYER Act I
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PREACHER CHARLES. Cit i zens of St. Pe ters burg, Mis -
souri. Hal le lu jah and amen.

CROWD. Hal le lu jah and amen!
PREACHER CHARLES. We are pleased to wel come to

our fair flower of the Mis sis sippi some way far ing
strang ers in a strange land—which shall not be long
strange to them as we open our hearts with— (Looks
up.) His most gen er ous love. Sa mar i tans we shall be. I
wel come Dea con Brown and the sweet or phan girls he
has brought to oc cupy the new Meth od ist home.

(Crowd wel comes all.)

DEA CON BROWN. All the way from sin ful Cincinnati,
the good lead ers of the church heard the call from St.
Pe ters burg—a wel come home for these lovely la dies as
they train for lives of bein’ Godfearing women ready to
grow into the Rachels and Ruths who will help pop u late
the West ern Ex pan sion of this great land.

PREACHER CHARLES. Here, here, and amen.
CROWD. Amen.
PETER BROWN. Can I play?
DEA CON BROWN. Oh, yes, Oh, yes, I pres ent my own

chil dren, Pe ter and Molly.

(PETER runs off and finds some other BOYS. MOLLY
lifts a hand in a shy hello.)

MOLLY BROWN. Er, hi…

(COUSIN MARY runs up and takes her hand.)
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COUSIN MARY. Come on, we’ll meet you up with some
of the girls.

DEA CON BROWN. And, of course, my lovely charges.

(As he in tro duces the GIRLS, they each curtsy and say
“charmed,” very po litely. Note: You may use any where
from four to eight METH OD IST GIRLS. With fewer,
sim ply dis trib ute lines.)

DEA CON BROWN (cont’d). Ruth,
RUTH. Charmed.
DEA CON BROWN. Stella, 
STELLA. Charmed.
DEA CON BROWN. Ruby, 
RUBY. Charmed.
DEA CON BROWN. Holly, 
HOLLY. Charmed.
DEA CON BROWN. Kitty,
KITTY (gets flus tered, blurts out). Oh, uh, hi, y’all.
DEA CON BROWN (clears his throat, then). Jean,
JEAN. En chanté.
DEA CON BROWN. Speaks French.
PREACHER CHARLES. Ah.
DEA CON BROWN. Na omi, 
NA OMI. Charmed.
DEA CON BROWN. And Myr tle.
MYRTLE. I…

(MYR TLE bursts into tears. MISS MILLER and MISS
PE TERS step for ward and cra dle MYR TLE. AL FRED
TEM PLE steps for ward as well.)

14 TOM SAWYER Act I
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MISS MILLER. There, there. You’ll be all right.
MISS PE TERS. You’ll love it here.
AL FRED TEM PLE. Let’s get their bags! Come on, boys.

(The BOYS are re luc tant, AL FRED moves to ward the
steam boat.)

PREACHER CHARLES. In honor of our new ar riv als,
we’ll have a pic nic, fol low ing the an nual Bi ble Verse
Com pe ti tion, a week from Sunday. Dea con, will you
bring the Meth od ist girls to join us?

DEA CON BROWN. You may be a Bap tist, but I do be -
lieve we share the same Bi ble. (There is a rip ple of
laugh ter among the adults.)

AL FRED TEM PLE. The bags, boys?
PREACHER CHARLES. Not so fast, Al fred, though you

are a good lad. La dies and gen tle men, we also greet our
new Judge Thatcher. (Greet ings from all.)

JUDGE THATCHER. My thanks, my thanks. And I pres -
ent my chil dren, Jeff and Becky.

(He ush ers them for ward. JEFF looks over at TOM,
HUCK has moved up be hind him, JEFF nods at them.)

HUCK FINN (to TOM). He looks bully. Get him in the
gang.

TOM SAW YER. Yeah, but look at her.
AMY LAW RENCE (who is still near TOM). No, you

don’t.

(She thwacks him. He laughs. SID no tices.)
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SID. Aunt Polly, there’s Tom!
AUNT POLLY. Tom Saw yer!

(The crowd looks around, re al izes TOM may be in trou -
ble. TOM sizes up the sit u a tion.)

TOM SAW YER. Come on, gang, let’s help— (draws out
the name in a ri dic u lous fash ion) —“Al fred” with the
bags.

(There is a quick hus tle and bus tle as many bags are
grabbed. TOM loses him self in the crowd. Dur ing the
bus tle TOM brushes awk wardly past BEN ROGERS. Ev -
ery one chat ters and greets one an other, lead ing the
METH OD IST GIRLS off one way, the THATCHERS off
the other. Grad ually the scene emp ties. When ev ery one
has left, TOM co mes back on alone, whis tling. He walks
gin gerly to ward his house. He starts to climb up a back
way to his room, when AUNT POLLY ap pears, SID at
her heels. COUSIN MARY fol lows them, sits and reads
her verses.)

AUNT POLLY. Tom Saw yer, were n’t you a gen tle man,
show ing up in time to help take folks’ bag gage ’round
town.

TOM SAW YER. Yes, ma’am, Cousin Mary’s al ways
tellin’ me the Bi ble says them what helps oth ers helps
them selves.

(COUSIN MARY sticks her tongue out at TOM.)

AUNT POLLY. Is that so?
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SID. Ask him about school, Aunt Polly.
TOM SAW YER. Sid, I’m gonna…
AUNT POLLY. Tom, I sus pect it was mid dling warm in

school, aren’t it?
TOM SAW YER. Yes’m.
AUNT POLLY. Pow er ful warm, warn’t it?
TOM SAW YER. Yes’m.
AUNT POLLY. Did n’t you want to go in a-swim ming,

Tom?
TOM SAW YER. No’m— Well, not very much.
SID. Aunt Polly?
AUNT POLLY. Yes, Sid?
SID. Then ask him why his shirt’s so wet.
TOM SAW YER. Uh, uh, uh…
AUNT POLLY. Tom Saw yer, is your shirt wet?
TOM SAW YER. It’s very hot. I was a-sweatin’?
AUNT POLLY. Sid, he was a-sweatin’.
SID. I’ll bet he was. I would be too, if I’d played hooky.
AUNT POLLY. Tom? Did you now?
TOM SAW YER. Heck, how could I’ve been playin’ hooky 

when I learnt so much to day.
AUNT POLLY. What did you learn?
TOM SAW YER. That Sid’s a tat tle tale. (Starts to jump

SID, POLLY holds him back.)
AUNT POLLY. You’re a-goin’ to school to mor row, Tom,

and just to make sure you don’t go no where else; you’re 
wearin’ your Sunday-best jacket and it better come
home clean! Sid, get his jacket.

COUSIN MARY. You know you’ll go to the burnin’ place
if you quote scrip ture un nec es sar ily, Tom.

TOM SAW YER. Oh, is that so?
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SID. Here you are, Tom. (Hands him his jacket.) Mind
your man ners.

TOM SAW YER (grabs it roughly). You mind yours.
AUNT POLLY (points to the fence). You get into any

more trou ble and you’ll be whitewashin’ that fence in -
stead of play ing this Sat ur day mornin’. (She leaves.)

SID. I know who’s gonna white wash that fence!
TOM SAW YER. You!

(SID runs off. TOM chas ing him. Lights go down as they 
all go into the house.)

SCENE TWO: School, a fight af ter and a white washed
fence.

MU SIC takes us from a night to a day time scene. All
kids ex cept HUCK FINN and the METH OD IST GIRLS
are “in school,” seated in chairs with their slates. At the 
front of the school is MISS DOB BINS, the teacher, and
the new stu dent BEN ROGERS.

BEN ROGERS. So af ter my daddy sold the three banks, I
moved from Cairo, Il li nois, to stay here with my un cle
and aunt till he gets back from ex plor ing all of Af rica.
(Mur mur of awe from the BOYS, “eww” from the
GIRLS.)

MISS DOB BINS. Thank you, Ben.

(BEN sits near BOYS. JEFF THATCHER nods at him,
the BOYS are bond ing.)
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