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##% NOTICE ***

The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclu-
sively by THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY without whose
permission in writing no performance of it may be given. Royalty must
be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is presented for
profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is performed any
time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications and
restrictions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be contacted by mail at: DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COM-
PANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S
AGENT THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro-
vides authors with a fair return for their creative efforts. Authors earn
their living from the royalties they receive from book sales and from the
performance of their work. Conscientious observance of copyright law is
not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue their creative work.
This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, deletions or
substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written consent
of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photo-
copy, recording, videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval
system, without permission in writing from the publisher. It may not be
performed either by professionals or amateurs without payment of roy-
alty. All rights, including, but not limited to, the professional, motion pic-
ture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, tabloid, recitation, lec-
turing, publication and reading, are reserved.

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this
play which are in copyright, the permission of the copyright owners
must be obtained or other songs and recordings in the public domain
substituted.

©OMMVI by
SANDRA FENICHEL ASHER
Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved
(TODAY I AM!
Five Short Plays About Growing Up Jewish)

ISBN: 1-58342-347-8

© Dramatic Publishing



For Rabbi Jack Paskoff
and Temple Shaarai Shomayim—
congregation, family and friends

© Dramatic Publishing



IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS

All producers of any play in this collection must give credit to the author
of the short story on which the play is based and to Sandra Fenichel
Asher as dramatizer of the play in all programs distributed in connection
with performances of the play and in all instances in which the title of the
play appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or otherwise exploit-
ing the play and/or a production. The names of the author and the
dramatizer must also appear on a separate line, on which no other name
appears, immediately following the title, and must appear in size of type
not less than fifty percent (50%) the size of the title type. Biographical
information on the author and dramatizer, if included in the playbook,
may be used in all programs. In all programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with
THE DRAMATIC PUBLISHING COMPANY of Woodstock, Illinois”

© Dramatic Publishing



TODAY I AM!

Five Short Plays
About Growing Up Jewish

CONTENTS
Acknowledgments .. ............. ... . ........ 6
Production History . ....... ... ... ... ... ..... 6-7
One Foot After Another (2w., Im., 1 boy)............ 8
David’s Star (1m., 1 teen boy, 2 teen girls) . ... ... ... 18
The Heart of Buchanan (1w., 4 girls 8-13 yrs.) . ... ... 28

Wrestling With Angels (1w., 2 teen boys, 2 teen girls) . . 41
Frank and Stein (1m., lw., 1 teen boy, 1 younger girl). . 53

These five plays may be performed individually, or in any
combination as an evening of one acts. Casts may double

in more than one play for even greater flexibility.

Total playing time: about 75 minutes.

© Dramatic Publishing



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:

Special thanks to the authors of the stories on which these
plays are based for their generosity and advice: Lois Ruby,
Jacqueline Dembar Greene, Carol Matas, and Eve B.
Feldman. My gratitude, also, to Rabbi Jack Paskoff, Barry
Kornhauser, and members of Congregation Shaarai
Shomayim, Lancaster, Pa., who participated in the original
reading and offered many helpful comments.

TODAY I AM was further developed through a workshop
arranged by Amie Brockway-Henson, Producing Artistic
Director of The Open Eye Theater, Margaretville, N.Y. A
public reading was held at the Skene Memorial Library,
Fleischmanns, N.Y., on Saturday, November 19, 2005, with
the following directors and casts:

One Foot After Another
Directed by Amie Brockway

BARRY COHEN..................... Luke Beemer
ALMAROSEN . ......... .. ... ........ Marie Palko
PAM ... .. Mary Small
KEVIN. ... ... ... . . . . . . . .. ... Thomas Hafner
Stage Directions . .................. Garrett Fairbairn

David’s Star
Directed by David J. Turan

CARA MATARASSO . ................. Mary Small

SAM . ... Thomas Hafner

DAVE. . . ... Erwin Karl
6

© Dramatic Publishing



TAMMY. ... ... . Katie Lehn
Stage Directions . . . ................. Jessica Olenych

The Heart of Buchanan
Directed by David J. Turan

SARAH . ...... ... . .. . .. Alex O’Melia
TRACI .. ... Cassie Schmitt
DEEDEE ...... ... ... ... ... .. ... ... Mary Small
MRS. GOLDSTEIN ... .............. Jessica Olenych
MOLLY . ... .. Barbara Morrow
Stage Directions . ...................... Erwin Karl

Wrestling With Angels
Directed by Amie Brockway

JACL. ... Cassie Schmitt
JOSH. . . ... .. . . Luke Beemer
ISAAC . ... . . Garrett Fairbairn
BECKY . ... ... . . . Alex O’Melia
MRS.COHEN. . ...... ... ... ... ....... Marie Palko
Stage Directions . . . .................... Mary Small

Frank and Stein
Directed by Melissa Cooperman

BENSTEIN ...................... Garrett Fairbairn

SIDNEY ........ .. ... .. .. . . . .. ... Alexa Abrams
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David’s Star

AT RISE: SAM, wearing pink rubber gloves and a frilly
white apron over his black chinos and white shirt, is
kneeling behind the counter beside a bucket of soapy
water, sponging off the counter shelves. CARA enters
UL, wearing a waitress’s uniform several sizes too big
for her, gathered in at the waist with an apron like
SAM’s. She’s carrying a tray of clean sundae dishes.
She almost drops them as SAM stands up.

CARA (laughing at his outfit). Sam! What on earth—?

SAM (not unkindly; he grins at her, but he’s truly annoyed
at the indignity of his chore). You think this is funny?
Try scrubbing these shelves for a while. (4s they con-
verse, they go about setting up for the afternoon rush:
putting cones in a holder, arranging the sundae glasses
and other supplies.)

CARA. You think our mighty manager never asked me to
do that? Every time it gets slow in here, he finds some
rotten chore for me to do.

SAM. But we’re supposed to be waiting tables.

CARA. You’ve only been here a couple of weeks. You
want to keep this job? Don’t make waves!

SAM. Maybe that’s the problem: Nobody around here
makes any waves. If we all asked for changes together—
signed a petition or something—we might be better off.

19
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20 TODAY I AM!

CARA. Or out of work. Maybe you don’t need the money,
but I do. My dad’s been laid off from his job.

SAM. You think I’'m here for the pretty outfits? I’ve got
another year of college and then medical school.

CARA. Medical school! I'm impressed. I just hope I make
it to college.

SAM. You’ll find a way.

CARA. That’s what my dad says.

SAM. Well, look, I did it.

CARA. But the bills never stop.

SAM. True. If they did, I’d be long gone from this place.
(As he yanks the apron from around his neck, he reveals
a necklace with a Jewish star hanging from it.)

CARA. I’ve been meaning to tell you, I like your star. It’s
very pretty.

SAM. Thanks. It’s a Mogen David. A Star of David—

CARA. I know.

SAM. Oh. Okay.

CARA (moves away from him and speaks softly). 'm Jew-
ish.

SAM. Really? With a name like Cara Matarasso, I figured
you were Italian. And Catholic.

CARA. Everyone does. Our family is Sephardic—Spanish
Jews.

SAM. Oh, right—so you eat, like, stuffed grape leaves in-
stead of matzo-ball soup.

CARA. You know about that?

SAM. I’ve read about it. The Spanish Inquisition. 1492.
Columbus set sail for the New World, and the Jews were
tossed out of Spain.

CARA. Or forced to convert.

SAM. Yeah. You’re the first Sephardic Jew I’ve ever met.
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Five Short Plays About Growing Up Jewish 21

CARA (nods). I’'m not surprised. My family’s different
from everyone around here—even the other Jews! So |
don’t advertise it. (Pulls a tiny Mogen David necklace
out of her collar and shows it to him.) My grandmother
gave me this.

SAM. It’s beautiful!

CARA (tucking the star back into her collar). Thank you.

SAM. Why are you hiding it? Let it shine!

CARA (shaking her head “no”). Only when I’'m at my
grandmother’s house.

(She turns away quickly to end the discussion as
TAMMY enters UL and saunters past them with a tray
piled high with napkins. She's wearing the same uniform
as CARA, but it fits her and she even looks sexy in it.
SAM and CARA are obviously noting this as they stop
their discussion to watch her walk by.)

CARA. Hi, Tammy.

TAMMY (greeting the two of them without much interest
as she sets down her tray). Oh. Hi, you two.

SAM (to TAMMY, who’s barely aware of him). How’s it
going?

TAMMY. Okay, 1 guess. (She busies herself filling napkin
holders.)

CARA (to SAM, as they arrange sundae dishes on the
counter). How can anyone manage to look that good in
this uniform?

SAM. Beats me.

CARA (fussing with her own apron). 1t’s supposed to be
“one-size-fits-all”—and we’re not allowed to alter them.
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