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Noah and the Great Auk

Drama/comedy. By Bix L. Doughty. Costume and make-
up designs by Ruth Ann Doughty. Cast: 1m., 5 either gen-
der. The book includes the fanciful costume and make-up 
designs of artist Ruth Ann Doughty—and the details of ex-
ecution which launched the widely acclaimed original pro-
duction. This play makes a contemporary theatre of Noah, 
dealing with endangered species, and every child in each 
of us, working both drama and comedy out of universal 
material. On an earth that is an ark, and a present which 
is the past, we ship aboard Noah’s original ark in search of 
survival. Here there is an auk, shielding her solitary egg 
for the future. Amid many animals, we meet a ewe, a bear, 
a lion and a villainous hyena. The wise little auk makes an 
alliance with Noah on behalf of everyone. In a shipboard 
mutiny inspired by the hyena, the auk loses her own life to 
save Noah and mankind. Under a rainbow, the survivors—
and a guarded auk egg debark onto a fragile world and an 
uncertain future which is the present. An American play 
of humor and danger, Noah and the Great Auk is worthy 
of comparison with Reynard the Fox of Europe. One set. 
Costume plot included for Noah and animals. Approximate 
running time: 50 minutes. Code: N67.
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*** NOTICE ***
The amateur and stock acting rights to this work are controlled exclusively by 
FAMILY PLAYS without whose permission in writing no performance of it may 
be given. Royalty must be paid every time a play is performed whether or not it is 
presented for profit and whether or not admission is charged. A play is performed 
any time it is acted before an audience. Current royalty rates, applications and re-
strictions may be found at our website www.FamilyPlays.com, or we may be con-
tacted by mail at: FAMILY PLAYS, 311 Washington St., Woodstock, IL 60098.

COPYRIGHT LAW GIVES THE AUTHOR OR THE AUTHOR’S AGENT THE 
EXCLUSIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law provides authors with a fair 
return for their creative efforts. Authors earn their living from the royalties they 
receive from book sales and from the performance of their work. Conscientious 
observance of copyright law is not only ethical, it encourages authors to continue 
their creative work. This work is fully protected by copyright. No alterations, de-
letions or substitutions may be made in the work without the prior written consent 
of the publisher. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, 
videotape, film, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permis-
sion in writing from the publisher. It may not be performed either by professionals 
or amateurs without payment of royalty. All rights, including, but not limited to, 
the professional, motion picture, radio, television, videotape, foreign language, 
tabloid, recitation, lecturing, publication and reading, are reserved. 

© 1976 by 
ANCHORAGE PRESS, INC.

Printed in the United States of America
All Rights Reserved

(NOAH AND THE GREAT AUK)

ISBN: 978-0-87602-163-7

For performance of any songs, music and recordings mentioned in this play which are in 
copyright, the permission of the copyright owners must be obtained or other songs and 
recordings in the public domain substituted.
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IMPORTANT BILLING AND CREDIT REQUIREMENTS
All producers of the play must give credit to the author(s) of the play in all pro-
grams distributed in connection with performances of the play and in all instances 
in which the title of the play appears for purposes of advertising, publicizing or 
otherwise exploiting the play and/or a production. The name of the author(s) must 
also appear on a separate line, on which no other name appears, immediately 
following the title, and must appear in size of type not less than fifty percent the 
size of the title type. Biographical information on the author(s), if included in the 
playbook, may be used in all programs. In all programs this notice must appear:

“Produced by special arrangement with 
Family Plays of Woodstock, Illinois”
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