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The spirits of
William and Mary, a teenage couple, awaken into a void. As they question where they
are, they begin to relive their first meeting at a New Year’s Eve social, the initial giddy
courtship and the overwhelming passions of first love, the pangs of a six-month ab-
sence from each other, an unplanned pregnancy, and the guilt and shame of a young
man living in a rural community in which respectability is of utmost importance. Al-
though they try to nourish their love amidst the confusing emotions and events of their
lives, misunderstanding and fear create terrible consequences, turning William and
Mary’s romance into stunning tragedy was inspired by a true
story that took place in 1887 in the farming community of Margate on Prince Edward
Island. “Wonderfully written … it captures the way you grow up into life, with all its
darker colors, tension, complexities ... elegant and mysterious … an amazingly as-
sured script that takes young love gradually, unobtrusively into the darkest terrain.”
( ) “Breathtaking … brilliant.” ( ) “Immediate and in-
tense.” ( )
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“A Wonderful haunting play that has reached the Fringe Festival

twice now and is crying out for a commercial

off-Broadway production ... You’ll want to clap till forever.”

Engagingly comic and touchingly sad.”—

“This piece is unmissable.”—

“A little jewel-like thing ... haunts you long after
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“A play of awesome power.”
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, P.O. Box 129, Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this 
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers
must be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main
sub sti tuted.
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DAN IEL AR NOLD and ME DINA HAHN

Printed in the United States of Amer ica
All Rights Re served
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This play is ded i cated to the mem ory of Mary and Wil liam.
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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the Play must give credit to the Au thors of the Play in
all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the Play and
in all in stances in which the ti tle of the Play ap pears for pur poses of ad -
ver tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the Play and/or a pro duc -
tion. The names of the Au thors must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on
which no other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must
ap pear in size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle 
type. Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on the Au thors, if in cluded in the
playbook, may be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must
ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with
THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”

* * * *

TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS was orig i nally pro duced at
Thea tre Net work’s NeXtFest in June 2000, with the fol low -
ing cast and crew:

WIL LIAM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dan iel Ar nold
MARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Me dina Hahn

Di rec tor / Dramaturg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wojtek Kozlinski
De signer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Catherine Mudryk
Stage Man ager . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . An drew Brooks
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AU THORS’ NOTES:

Leading up to the year 2000 there was a sig nif i cant es ca la tion of 
youth vi o lence and school shoot ings around the world. Dur ing
that time, we came across this true story of two young lov ers
from the 1800s and it broke our hearts. We re al ized that these
kinds of crimes had al ways been hap pen ing, that peo ple had al -
ways been hurt ing each other—out of pain or fear. We wrote
this play as an at tempt to un der stand why. Why is it that fear
takes over so of ten? Why does n’t love al ways pre vail?

Tues days & Sun days is in spired by true events. It is by no
means the true story—for the ab so lute truth will never be
known.

A NOTE ON STYLE:

The orig i nal pro duc tion of Tues days & Sun days was per formed
by the au thors. The set con sisted of a small plat form with a
backdrop and some step ping stones on which most of the ac tion
was played. There were also a num ber of lan terns hang ing about 
the stage which re mained lit through out the show. The ef fect
was that of an out door set ting, a riverbed, rocks, per haps a
bridge, and a star lit sky.

As Wil liam and Mary, we awoke into a void and started to re -
mem ber and re live the story that brought us there—at a gen er -
ally fast, and some times break neck pace. There was no di rect
ad dress to the au di ence, but there was an el e ment of sto ry tell ing 
in that we would switch quickly and eas ily be tween two states
of re al ity: “re call ing” what was hap pen ing, as if see ing it be fore
us for the very first time, thus al low ing the au di ence to hear our
thoughts, and then “play ing the scene” with the other char ac ter.
The shifts were achieved through sim ple changes of fo cus, a
move ment of the head or a dif fer ence in tone. Where the script
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in di cates a kiss or hold ing hands, such ac tions were never phys i -
calized, but only im plied. Sup porting char ac ters were given dis -
tinct voices but not full char ac ter iza tions.

As a guide, lines that be gin with out cap i tals and have lim ited
punc tu a tion in di cate our state of “re call ing.” Lines that ap pear
as proper sen tences, start ing with cap i tals and end ing with punc -
tu a tion, in di cate “play ing the scene.”

That said, we have seen a pro duc tion of Tues days & Sun days
that used four ac tors—two sets of Wil liam and Mary: “the mem -
o ries” who live the story, and “the spir its” who re call it. Lines
were some times shared and some times said alone. This pro duc -
tion used more physi cali ty, of ten re al is ti cally act ing out scenes,
and the story still held to gether.

There fore, the style of the script is a blank can vas; stage di rec -
tions and beat in di ca tions are kept to a bare min i mum, thus al -
low ing room for imag i na tion.

Dan iel Ar nold and Me dina Hahn

AC KNOWL EDG MENTS:

Wojtek Kozlinski (this play would not be what it is with out
you), Catherine Mudryk, Thea tre Net work and the NeXtFest
team, Char lie Tomlinson, Kim McKaw, Work shop West Thea tre, 
Fran cis and Gretta Sitwell, Twilla MacLeod, Beth Gra ham,
Daniela Vlaskalic, Adibi and Larry Hahn, Byran Everett Place,
Shenta and Gary Ar nold, Antje Oegel and Bret Ad ams Ltd., Ed -
mon ton Arts Coun cil, Can ada Coun cil for the Arts and Al berta
Foun da tion for the Arts.
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TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS
A Play in One Act

For 1m., 1w., or 2m., 2w*

CHAR AC TERS:

WIL LIAM. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a farm boy, eigh teen

MARY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a farm girl, six teen

SETTING: A mem ory of Margate, 1887.

AP PROX I MATE RUNNING TIME: 50 min utes.

*See Au thors’ Notes (and a Note on Style) on pages 5 and 6.
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TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS

(A sky of glow ing lan terns. WIL LIAM and MARY are
dis cov ered sit ting, their eyes closed. Slowly, they be gin
to awake.)

WIL LIAM Where are we?

MARY Heaven?

WIL LIAM Where are we?

MARY Hell?

WIL LIAM Where are we?

BOTH …Earth.

WIL LIAM Margate.

MARY A ru ral com mu nity called

BOTH Margate.

MARY It’s gor geous. Beau ti ful wind ing roads

WIL LIAM can’t go straight
9
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MARY tranquil flowing rivers

WIL LIAM field af ter field of po ta toes

MARY a ru ral com mu nity

WIL LIAM like any other ru ral com mu nity

MARY none like this one

WIL LIAM peace ful

MARY Heaven

(Beat.)

MARY a Tues day

WIL LIAM …yes, a Tues day

MARY that’s where

WIL LIAM New Year’s Eve

MARY go ing to the Bryenton’s

WIL LIAM yes

MARY New Year’s Eve

WIL LIAM go ing to the Bryenton’s

10 TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS
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MARY yes

BOTH A TUES DAY!

WIL LIAM farm boys scrub the rich red dirt from their
bod ies

MARY daugh ters of the farm ers don their very best
frocks

WIL LIAM slick down their hair

MARY fresh-faced

WIL LIAM bun dle up

MARY for the cold

WIL LIAM say good night to their par ents with a prom ise
to be have

MARY and leave in time to ar rive be fore the sun
goes down…

WIL LIAM my friend Fran cis at the gate, with a bot tle of
rum

MARY with my older brother Ja cob, we walk up
Mud Road

WIL LIAM sip ping on the way

TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS 11
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MARY ner vous and giddy

BOTH the sun set ting

WIL LIAM and the moon, Fran cis, look!

BOTH the sun and the moon!

MARY we walk by the light of the sun and the
moon…

BOTH A NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE AT MR.
AND MRS. BRYENTON’S!

WIL LIAM ad mis sion 25 cents

MARY par ents and grand par ents, wid ows and pets

WIL LIAM ad mis sion 25 cents?

MARY bach e lors and maids and in fants and lov ers

BOTH EV ERY ONE WEL COME

MARY fid dling, punch, pi ano, a fam ily af fair

WIL LIAM lit tle girls dance on their fa ther’s feet

MARY lit tle boys run from their mother’s grasp

WIL LIAM the older girls, whis pers in the cor ner

12 TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS
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MARY the older boys, steal ing drinks out back

BOTH we meet

WIL LIAM with a glance

MARY by chance

WIL LIAM by the punch

BOTH we meet

(Beat.)

WIL LIAM You’re a Tuplin, right?

MARY That’s right, how’d you know?

WIL LIAM I saw you come in with your brother.

MARY You know my brother?

WIL LIAM Yes.

MARY he gets me some punch

WIL LIAM I get her some punch

MARY he spills on my hand

WIL LIAM I do?

TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS 13
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MARY yes you do but don’t no tice so nei ther do I

BOTH we stand there

(Beat.)

MARY I’ve seen you be fore, what’s your name?

WIL LIAM Of course, how do you do, I’m—Wil liam
Millman.

MARY Mary Tuplin.

WIL LIAM Pleased to make your acquaintance.

MARY “Wil liam meet Mary. Mary meet Wil liam.”

WIL LIAM Thank you, Mr. Bryenton, we just met, sir,
thank you. “She’s soon to be sev en teen,
Wil liam, she’s grow ing up quick!”

MARY Thank you, Mrs. Bryenton, he knows we just
met.

BOTH “Well, well, carry on. This party’s a suc cess!”

WIL LIAM “my dear”

MARY “mut ter mut ter”

WIL LIAM “my dear”
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MARY “mut ter mut ter”

BOTH alone

(Beat.)

MARY Wil liam Millman.

WIL LIAM Mary Tuplin…feet be neath the ta ble

MARY soft words in the cor ner

WIL LIAM I make her laugh

MARY look at those cou ples, danc ing so close

WIL LIAM I give her a drink

MARY a smile

WIL LIAM a hand through the hair

MARY get ting to know you, sweet, ex cit ing, soft,
intriguing, get ting to know

WIL LIAM try ing to get

MARY get ting to know

WIL LIAM try ing to get

BOTH Flirting.

TUES DAYS & SUNDAYS 15
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WILLIAM Francis, my friend, just stands in the doorway

MARY Fran cis, his friend

BOTH just stands in the door way

WIL LIAM and stares at the girl play ing fid dle

MARY my older brother Ja cob

BOTH finds a girl of his own

WIL LIAM Ja cob, her brother

BOTH is not a good chaperone!…

MARY Just be fore mid night!

WIL LIAM all of us stand ing

MARY mu sic stopped, lights low

WIL LIAM Mrs. Bryenton stand ing on a chair

MARY Mr. Bryenton be side, hold ing up his watch

WIL LIAM just be fore mid night!

BOTH ten…nine…eight…

MARY Wil liam takes my hand in his
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BOTH seven…six…five

MARY I look at him, look ing at me, we smile, we
count

BOTH four…three…two

MARY no one’s look ing

BOTH one

MARY he kisses me

WIL LIAM Happy New Year…

(Beat.)

MARY He Kisses Me…

WIL LIAM Happy New Year.

(Beat.)

MARY We dance!

WIL LIAM she dances, I try

MARY we dance, till for ever, we dance till forever
and a day with my head on his shoul der, his
hands on my back till for ever

WILLIAM till four
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MARY till forever and

BOTH our eyes closed

MARY we kiss, till for ever, my tip toes, his hands, we
kiss till for ever and a day till for ever

WIL LIAM till four…and then I walk her home!

MARY he walks me home! I am six teen go ing on
seventeen.

WIL LIAM I am eigh teen go ing on nine teen.

MARY he’s hand some

WIL LIAM she’s…giddy!

MARY he’s…hand some!

WIL LIAM she’s…!

MARY Wil liam Millman.

WIL LIAM Mary Tuplin.

MARY You’re walk ing me home.

WIL LIAM So I am.

MARY How many girls have you walked home in all
your eigh teen go ing on nine teen years?
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