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Comedy. By Lisa Dillman. Cast: 2 to 3m., 2 to 3w. Neil and Melanie 
have just bought their dream “starter” home in Shady Meadows, 
a brand-new subdivision built over a wetland. At fi rst they think 
they’ve discovered a paradise—green lawns, friendly neighbors, 
less crowded schools, nationally rated golf courses, and plenty of 
shopping malls. But when they fi rst hear the ominous croaking, 
they begin to feel the fi rst fl ickers of doubt. And during a Friday 
night cookout with their neighbors, the Clotts, Melanie and Neil 
fi nd out that all is not as it should be in their new home. The 
threats suddenly seem endless. Frogs. Mold. Confused waterbirds. 
The works. As the wetland tries to fi nd its way back, the new-
est residents of Shady Meadows prepare for all-out war. Shady 
Meadows is a cautionary comedy about the human desire to con-
trol the environment—and the potential devastation of not giv-
ing nature its due. Bare stage with props. Approximate running time: 
30 minutes.  Code:  SN5.
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*** NO TICE ***

The am a teur and stock act ing rights to this work are con trolled ex clu -
sively by THE DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM PANY with out whose
per mis sion in writ ing no per for mance of it may be given. Roy alty must
be paid ev ery time a play is per formed whether or not it is pre sented for
profit and whether or not ad mis sion is charged. A play is per formed any
time it is acted be fore an au di ence. Cur rent roy alty rates, ap pli ca tions and 
re stric tions may be found at our Web site: www.dramaticpublishing.com,
or we may be con tacted by mail at: DRA MATIC PUB LISHING COM -
PANY, 311 Wash ing ton St., Woodstock IL 60098.

COPY RIGHT LAW GIVES THE AU THOR OR THE AU THOR’S
AGENT THE EX CLU SIVE RIGHT TO MAKE COPIES. This law pro -
vides au thors with a fair re turn for their cre ative ef forts. Au thors earn
their liv ing from the roy al ties they re ceive from book sales and from the
per for mance of their work. Con sci en tious ob ser vance of copy right law is
not only eth i cal, it en cour ages au thors to con tinue their cre ative work.
This work is fully pro tected by copy right. No al ter ations, de le tions or
sub sti tu tions may be made in the work with out the prior writ ten con sent
of the pub lisher. No part of this work may be re pro duced or trans mit ted
in any form or by any means, elec tronic or me chan i cal, in clud ing pho to -
copy, re cord ing, vid eo tape, film, or any in for ma tion stor age and re trieval
sys tem, with out per mis sion in writ ing from the pub lisher. It may not be
per formed ei ther by pro fes sion als or am a teurs with out pay ment of roy -
alty. All rights, in clud ing, but not lim ited to, the pro fes sional, mo tion pic -
ture, ra dio, tele vi sion, vid eo tape, for eign lan guage, tab loid, rec i ta tion, lec -
tur ing, pub li ca tion and read ing, are re served.

For per for mance of any songs, mu sic and re cord ings men tioned in this 
play which are in copy right, the per mis sion of the copy right own ers
must be ob tained or other songs and re cord ings in the pub lic do main
sub sti tuted.
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IM POR TANT BILLING AND CREDIT RE QUIRE MENTS

All pro duc ers of the play must give credit to the au thor of the play in all
pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with per for mances of the play and in
all in stances in which the ti tle of the play ap pears for pur poses of ad ver -
tis ing, pub li ciz ing or oth er wise ex ploit ing the play and/or a pro duc tion.
The name of the au thor must also ap pear on a sep a rate line, on which no
other name ap pears, im me di ately fol low ing the ti tle, and must ap pear in
size of type not less than fifty per cent (50%) the size of the ti tle type.
Bio graph i cal in for ma tion on the au thor, if in cluded in the playbook, may
be used in all pro grams. In all pro grams this no tice must ap pear:

“Pro duced by spe cial ar range ment with THE DRA MATIC
PUB LISHING COM PANY of Woodstock, Il li nois”

In ad di tion, all pro duc ers of the play must in clude the fol low ing ac knowl -
edg ment on the ti tle page of all pro grams dis trib uted in con nec tion with
per for mances of the play and on all ad ver tis ing and pro mo tional ma te ri -
als:

“First per formed Oc to ber 2007 at the Chi cago Hu man ities Fes ti val
and un der writ ten in part by the Boe ing Foun da tion,

the An drew Mellon Foun da tion
and the Sara Lee Foun da tion.”
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Shady Meadows was orig i nally pre sented as part of the
Chi cago Hu man ities Fes ti val’s Acts of Con cern, Oc to ber
2007, at the Next Thea tre, Evanston, Il li nois. The play was
di rected by Tara Mallen and fea tured the fol low ing cast: 

Melanie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nicole Wiesner
Neil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ben Viccellio
Garson/Larry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Keith Kupferer
Macie/Gwen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Meighan Gerachis
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SHADY MEADOWS

CHAR AC TERS

NEIL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25-30

MELANIE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25-30

GARSON/LARRY . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40-50

MACIE/GWEN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40-50

TIME: The pres ent.

PLACE: Shady Meadows, a hous ing de vel op ment out side a 
large Mid west ern city. This is sig ni fied by four lawn
chairs and a Weber grill.
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SHADY MEADOWS

(In the dark ness we hear a ris ing sym phony of nat u ral
sound: the croak ing of frogs, the chat ter ing of squir rels
and the whis tling and chirp ing of var i ous birds call ing
to one an other. This goes on for sev eral mo ments. Then
it cuts out abruptly as lights rise on MELANIE and
NEIL.)

MELANIE. Neil and I have just bought our dream home.
NEIL. Dream starter home.
MELANIE. That does n’t mean we have a starter dream. It

just means it’s what we can af ford. And it’s real cute.
Even though it’s small. 

NEIL. It’s not that small.
MELANIE. We got to pick out the win dow treat ments, the

countertops and cab i nets, even the fo liage. Each home
gets two small co ni fers or three de cid u ous shrubs in
front, two sap ling shade trees in back, and a choice of
sev eral flow er ing plants as well as a se lec tion of rus tic
or mod ern-style win dow boxes.

NEIL. And talk about lo ca tion! It’s in an ex clu sive one-of-
 a-kind red-hot hous ing de vel op ment called Shady
Meadows.

MELANIE. Beau ti fully priced homes built over the lush
back drop of a con verted swamp.
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NEIL. Honey? Wet land. We wanted to be close to na ture.
MELANIE. Oh, that’s right. (Con fi den tially to the au di -

ence.) But some times it smells just the teensiest bit…
funky. And some times… (We hear the rather om i nous
croak of a nearby bull frog; it’s loud and slightly dis -
torted.) …some times it sounds as if there’s some thing
out there.

NEIL. Ev ery thing here is brand new! We like things to be
new. We don’t want to in herit some body else’s trou bles. 
So here we are. Not too far from the city.

MELANIE. Just far enough.
NEIL. Close to great malls and a pair of na tion ally rated

golf courses.
MELANIE. And home to less crowded schools full of ac -

tive, healthy young learn ers. That’s im por tant for down
the road when we pro cre ate.

NEIL. Great word! Pro cre ate. Know what else I no tice,
honey? Lots of up-and-com ing in dus tries out this way.

MELANIE. That’s re ally true. We’ve got the Pied Piper
Pa per Prod ucts plant just up the street. Their pa per
plates can go in the dish washer up to sixty-five times!

NEIL. That saves a bun dle on pic nics. And then there’s the 
Chem-for-Life in dus trial com pound.

MELANIE. They man u fac ture yard prod ucts that make the
grass green, green, green and the weeds dead, dead,
dead.

NEIL. I hate weeds!
MELANIE. We both do!
NEIL. I love you!
MELANIE. I love you!
NEIL. And I love our life here.
MELANIE. It’s per fect.
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NEIL. We’re gonna have some great years here be fore we
chuck this place for some thing even more per fect.

MELANIE. Yeah!

(They pose to gether sweetly for a mo ment, then ar range
the four lawn chairs as MACIE and GARSON en ter with 
a roll ing Weber grill and a tray of mar tini glasses. They
each take a glass.)

MELANIE. Our neigh bors down the way are the Clotts.
They’re super friendly. We like to cook out to gether on
Fri day nights.

NEIL. Hey, Macie! Hey, Garson!
GARSON. Hey, Melanie. Hey, Neil.
MACIE. Hey, Neil. Hey, Melanie.
MELANIE. Hi!

(They all look at her for a mo ment.)

GARSON. So! How are you kids lik ing Shady Meadows?
You set tling in okay?

NEIL. It’s great. We love it.
MACIE. We love it too. Love it, love it, love it.
GARSON. How about you, Melanie? You love it?
MELANIE. I do!
MACIE. Sure she does. What’s not to love?
MELANIE (confidentially). Garson and Macie are a lit tle

older than us, and they don’t have any chil dren.
MACIE. I read the other day that the av er age Amer i can

male has less than half the sperm count his fa ther had.
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GARSON. I read that the av er age Amer i can woman waits
un til her eggs grow moss on them be fore she fi nally up
and de cides she needs to spawn.

MACIE (sexy voice). Hello-o-o, tur key baster.
GARSON. She’s turn ing sixty-five and driv ing the kids to

T-ball.

(GARSON and MACIE poke each other and laugh.)

MACIE. Mean while, Elderdad’s check ing out porn on the
Internet. He’s quite the con nois seur.

GARSON. Meno pause Mom’s out get ting her mus tache
waxed.

MACIE. Dad’s new Nau ti lus fit ness cen ter makes an ex cel -
lent coat rack.

GARSON. Oops. Better get started on that beard while
she’s at it.

MACIE. Lucky for Dad he’s de cided to love his ex tra
thirty pounds of use less flubber. (MACIE laughs
hoarsely and raises her glass to ward GARSON.)

GARSON. What’s this? Is Mom snortling be hind that
rictus mask of Botox?

(GARSON and MACIE laugh harder and the pok ing
turns into pinch ing, which gets a lit tle out of con trol.)

MELANIE. Any one want an other drink?

(Smiling, GARSON and MACIE hold out their glasses.)

NEIL. These steaks are great!
GARSON. If you like them, I’ll get you the cat a log.
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NEIL. You know what would be a ter rific idea for the meat 
pro cess ing and pack ing in dus try? Fla vored cat tle.

GARSON. Huh. I’m in trigued. Tell me more, Neil.
NEIL. You raise them from calves by in sert ing sub cu ta ne -

ous plugs of var i ous sauces such as teri yaki, honey bar -
be cue, spicy fajita, or orig i nal rec ipe home-on-the-range. 
By the time the an i mal’s ready for slaugh ter it’s al ready
got a nat u rally de li cious built-in fla vor.

MACIE. Sort of like a life long mar i nade…
GARSON. Home-on-the-range fla vor. What d’you fig ure

that’s like?
NEIL. You know. Reg u lar. Plain. Like this stuff we’re eat -

ing right now. Only en hanced for max i mum meat es -
sence.

MACIE. Yum.
GARSON. You know that is not a half bad idea.
NEIL. You could do the same thing with poul try. In fact,

with a lit tle en gi neer ing, I betcha you could get hens to
lay huevos ran cheros or eggs ben e dict, hell, any thing
you want.

GARSON. It’s a fas ci nat ing con cept, Neil.
NEIL. I got a mil lion more where that came from.

(The sound of a bull frog croak ing not far off. MELANIE
stiff ens.)

MELANIE. There’s that strange sound again.
GARSON. Uh-oh.
NEIL. What? What’s wrong?
MACIE. You hear that a lot?
MELANIE. We’ve heard it more lately.
NEIL. Why? What is it?
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GARSON. Bull frog. Not sup posed to be here. De vel opers
cleared them out at great ex pense to make room for this
hous ing pro ject. Sneaky lit tle bastards though. Some of
them sur vived. Found any in your tub or toi let bowl yet?

MELANIE & NEIL. Ewwwww! No!
GARSON. Hap pened to us. Un nerving as hell, no ques tion. 

Tell you who you need to call. Chem-for-Life.
NEIL. Chem-for-Life? We use their Gour met Lawn Food.
MELANIE. And their Mold Re tar dant.
NEIL. And their Weed An ni hi la tor.
MACIE. They also have a full line of nat u ral cos me tics.
GARSON. And they’re right down the street. Better call

them up. Make an ap point ment. Oh, and be sure to men -
tion that you were re ferred by Garson and Macie Clott.
We’ll get a free lawn spa pack age out of it come next
spring.

(The CLOTTS roll the Weber off with them as they exit.)

MELANIE. That night I could n’t sleep. I kept pic tur ing an
enor mous frog loung ing in my toi let bowl on a lily pad
it had fash ioned out of bath room tis sue. Doing that hor -
ri ble bub ble thing with its neck and oc ca sion ally snag -
ging a fly with its long sticky tongue.

(MELANIE shud ders and throws up a lit tle in her mouth. 
An ee rie re ver ber ated frog croak. LARRY the Chem-for- -
Life guy en ters. Even when he’s re spond ing to MELANIE, 
he ad dresses him self only to NEIL.)
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LARRY. As I un der stand it, you been hav ing prob lems
with a Rana catesbeiana in fes ta tion of un known pro por -
tions.

MELANIE. Is that…do you mean frogs?
LARRY. That’s right, ma’am. The Rana catesbeiana is any 

one of sev eral large, quix otic, heavy-bod ied frogs that
chiefly in habit this, the North Amer i can con ti nent.

NEIL. Yes. We be lieve we do have a po ten tial frog sit u a -
tion.

LARRY. Where abouts have you seen them? In side or just
out side?

MELANIE. We have n’t seen any yet.
LARRY. You have n’t. Mm, mm, mm. That is not a good

sign.
MELANIE. I’m not sure I want to see them.
LARRY. Well, ma’am, see ing them is the only way you

can quan tify them. Not see ing them…well…you just
don’t know, do you?

MELANIE. Don’t know what?
LARRY. If there are two of them or two mil lion.
NEIL. Maybe there’s only the one.
LARRY. Not likely, sir. That’s just not how it works.
MELANIE. If there were two mil lion I’m sure we would

have seen them by now.
LARRY. Maybe. Then again, maybe not. They’re wily.

Cun ning and sa la cious. And don’t for get: this used to be 
their stomp ing grounds. But now it’s time for you to
stomp back, folks, and I’m here to see to it. I’m go ing to 
need to take a good look at your drain pipes.

NEIL. You got it. What ever it takes.
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